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Acts 22:1-5

22:1 "Brethren and fathers, hear my defense which
| now offer to you."

2 And when they heard that he was addressing
them in the Hebrew dialect, they became even
more quiet; and he said,

3"l am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought
up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly
according to the law of our fathers, being zealous
for God just as you all are today. 4 | persecuted this
Way to the death, binding and putting both men and
women into prisons, 5 as also the high priest and all
the Council of the elders can testify. From them |
also received letters to the brethren, and started off
for Damascus in order to bring even those who were
there to Jerusalem as prisoners to be punished.
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Acts 5:34; 22:1-5

Ah... GAMALIEL!

* Gamaliel, the * Itis recorded that
grandson of Hillel, he had about 1000
was one of the most  disciples over his
highly regarded lifetime.
rabbis of all time. « When Gamaliel

* He was also the died, it is said
rabbi of Saul, later that the Law
called Paul. died with him.

Though Gamaliel was never the high priest,
any Jew worth his matzoh balls knew his name!
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If Judaism had a ‘Hall Of Fame...": Philippians 3:4-11

4 ...I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If
anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, | far
more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the
Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found
blameless.

7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things | have
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, |
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered
the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that |
may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a
righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that | may know
Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in
order that | may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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Acts 21:37-22:21

Defense is biblical, but some
balls are just ‘over the fence’

* Defense that is
based on the facts,
& aimed towards a
biblical objective is
good & godly...
but defensiveness,
avoidance of just
consequences, &
stepping off the field
of responsibility is
not.

* Paul is telling these
Jews the truth in the
hope of setting in
place a defense,
but he does not
waffle on the facts,
nor say anything
that does not
express truth or
glorify the Lord
who bought him.
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Acts 22:6-11

"But it happened that as | was on my way,
approaching Damascus about noontime, a very
bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around
me, 7 and | fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me?' 8 And | answered, 'Who are You, Lord?' And
He said to me, 'l am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you
are persecuting.'" 9 And those who were with me
saw the light, to be sure, but did not understand the
voice of the One who was speaking to me. 10 And |
said, 'What shall | do, Lord?' And the Lord said to
me, 'Get up and go on into Damascus, and there
you will be told of all that has been appointed for
you to do." 11 But since | could not see because of
the brightness of that light, | was led by the hand by
those who were with me and came into Damascus."
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Acts 22:6-11

“l am Jesus the Nazarene”

» Without Jesus the * We might not have
Nazarene, none of aroad to Damascus
Paul's accountin his ;14 of experience
defense makes any

sense, & life is that in our past.
way, too. * But at some point

« Without Christ as it is critical for life &
pivotal & central eternity that we have
none of the rest an encounter with
of life makes Christ the Lord,

any sense. as our Savior.
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Acts 22:12-16

12 "A certain Ananias, a man who was devout by
the standard of the Law, and well spoken of by
all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to me, and
standing near said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive
your sight!" And at that very time | looked up at
him. 14 "And he said, 'The God of our fathers
has appointed you to know His will and to see
the Righteous One and to hear an utterance
from His mouth. 15'For you will be a witness for
Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.
16'Now why do you delay? Get up and be
baptized, and wash away your sins,

calling on His name.'
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Acts 9:14-18; 22:12-16

Know...see...hear...

* Know His will...
see the Righteous
One...hearan
utterance from
His mouth...

* While Paul had
personal time
with the Lord that
equipped himin a
special way, we are
called to something
similar...

Through the word of
God each one of us
is:

« Called to know His
will.

« Called to behold
the Lord of Glory.

* Called to hear Him
as He speaks to us,
His eternal bride.
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Acts 22:17-21

"It happened when | returned to Jerusalem and
was praying in the temple, that | fell into a trance,
18 and | saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste, and
get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will
not accept your testimony about Me." 19 "And |
said, 'Lord, they themselves understand that in
one synagogue after another | used to imprison
and beat those who believed in You. 20'And
when the blood of Your witness Stephen was
being shed, | also was standing by approving,
and watching out for the coats of those who
were slaying him.' 21 "And He said to me, 'Go!
For I will send you far away to the Gentiles."
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Acts 22:17-21

“I will send you... to the Gentiles”

* This is what actually + Though God had

infuriated the Jews sent prophets to the
who were present Gentiles from time to
that day (June 2, time was certain, but
57 AD). to these Jews that

- That Jews would be ~ Paul the supposedly
the primary targetof ~ Pious Jew would be
the message would sent to speak to the

have been OK, but Gentiles was just
Gentiles? unthinkable!
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Acts 21:37-22:21
The ‘pop-fly quiz’, question no. 1

* When the situationis < B) Proceed with
tense, & every single  great personal
word that you say confidence in
matters immensely, oneself, making
& great impacts are repeated affirming
at stake, a believer statements.

ought to: « C) Walk in the Spirit,

*A) Stew & fret & one step at a time,
worry about what to all the way to ‘home
say & what the out- base’, that is,

come might be. heaven.
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Acts 21:37-22:21

The ‘pop-fly quiz’, question no. 2

* When circumstances - B) Say whatever you
are getting really, have to say to take

really tense, & the
pressure is building off the pressure &

to higher & higher getit off ?f you.
levels, the believer  +C) Walk in the Spirit,

ought to: choose your words
«A) Just tell the truth carefully as you
however it comes present the truth,

out & let the chips trusting God for
fall where they may.  the outcome.
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Acts 21:37-22:21

The ‘pop-fly quiz’, question no. 3

* It is possible
that even when a
believeris walking
in the Spirit, trusting
the Lord, & seeking
God’s will, that the
circumstances will
not come out in a
favorable way. Is
that the time to:

* A) Change strategies
entirely — whatever
it takes to succeed.

* B) Stop defending
oneself, even with
the truth.

* C) Continue walking,
trusting, & pursuing
a biblical approach.
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Acts 21:37-22:21

In baseball & Acts,
it's three times & you're out

* Acts chapter 9 is * Acts chapters 22
Dr. Luke’s original & 26 are Dr. Luke’s
account of what took  account of Paul
place when Saul the  telling how he was

Persecutor of ‘the confronted by Jesus
Way’ (eventually) on the road to
became Paul the Damascus, more
Perpetuator of than 20 years after
‘the Way'. the original event.

"It's déja vu all over again.”
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Acts 21:37-22:21

How we will keep this interesting...

* We’'ll provide an * We’'ll point out
overview of this, specific spiritual
the 2" in the series,  sprintciples that are
er, account, rather to be drawn from
than ‘play by play’. this passage.

*We'll ‘zoom in on the <+ And when we’re all
replay’ when thereis  done, there will be

something new & a ‘pop-fly quiz’ on
unique about this the specific spiritual
particular one in sprintciples from

Acts chapter 22. this passage.
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Acts 21:37-40

As Paul was about to be broughtinto the
barracks, he said to the commander, "May | say
something to you?" And he said, "Do you know
Greek? 38 "Then you are not the Egyptian who
some time ago stirred up a revolt and led the
four thousand men of the Assassins out into the
wilderness?" 39 But Paul said, "l am a Jew of
Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no insignificant city;
and | beg you, allow me to speak to the people."
40 When he had given him permission, Paul,
standing on the stairs, motioned to the people
with his hand; and when there was a great hush,
he spoke to them in the Hebrew dialect, saying,
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Acts 21:37-40

‘Walk’ to first base & ...

* Paul, though he
was told in advance
& multiple times
about the bonds
& affliction that
awaited him in
Jerusalem could
still seek to deal
with the issues

before him, honestly.

* In setting the stage
for speaking the
truth to the Jews
in a Jewish way, he
was still called to
‘walk in the Spirit’
every moment,
from the top of the
inning to the end,
come what may...




