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THE HIGH PRIESTS OF ISRAEL
(ca. A.D. 6-66)

ANNAS (ca. A.D. 6-15): the co-high priest with Caiaphas during Jesus' trial (Luke 3:2:
John 18:13, 24), and the high priest who, with Caiaphas, tried Peter and John (Acts 4:6)

Eleazar (ca. A.D. 16-17): the son of Annas

CAIAPHAS (ca. A.D. 18-36): the son-in-law of Annas, the high priest during Jesus' earthly
ministry (Luke 3:2; Matt. 26:3, 57; John 11:49-50), and the high priest who with Annas
tried Peter and John (Acts 4:6)

Jonathan (ca. A.D. 36-37): the son of Annas, and possibly the "John" of Acts 4:6

Theophilus (ca. A.D. 37-41): the son of Annas

Matthias (ca. A.D. 42): the son of Annas

ANANIASY(ca. A.D. 47-59): tried Paul in Jerusalem and Caesarea (Acts 23:1-10; 24:1-23)

Annas (ca. A.D. 61): the son of Annas

Matthias (ca. A.D. 65-66): the son of Theophilus, grandson of Annas

The above list is partial, & there is some debate among scholars
about the exact dates in which some held the position of High Priest.
* Ananias, son of Nebedeus
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Acts 23:1; June 3, 57 AD

Perfectly good conscience

« Paul often claimed * These claims

to have lived with to have lived with

a “perfectly good a perfectly good
conscience” before conscience before
God" (Acts 20:18-21, God included his
26-27; 23:1; 24:16; life as a believer
Romans 15:19, 23; in Christ, so having
Philippians 3:6; 2 become a believer

Timothy 4:7). did not change this.
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Acts 23:2-3; ‘Jesus also struck’: John 18:20-23;
‘whitewashed walls, covering decay’: Ezekiel 36:10-16

Whoal!

* Knowing that
Paul had become
a believerin Christ,
& that the apostles
had come beforethe
Sanhedrin multiple
times, the High
Priest already
decided Paul
was awful!

* And Paul’s response
to the command of
the High Priest was
really, really intense!

* But... Paul had good
reason for this:

* Psalm 94:23 (God
deals with injustice,

sometimes quickly:
Acts 5:9-10; 13:11).
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Acts 23:4-5

Surprise! That's the High Priest!

* As some present * So Paul corrected
remarked, Paul himself, stating that
had just insulted it was unlawful to

. : speak evil of the
the High Priest! high priest, as

* But Paul didn’t a ruler of the
know he was the Jewish people.
High Priest, since « Paul soon took a
22 years & about very incendiary
six high priests approach to

had come & gone. addressing them.
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Acts 23:6-8

But perceiving that one group were Sadducees
and the other Pharisees, Paul began crying out
in the Council, “Brethren, | am a Pharisee, a
son of Pharisees; | am on trial for the hope

and resurrection of the dead!” 7 As he said
this, there occurred a dissension between the
Pharisees and Sadducees, and the assembly
was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that
there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a
spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.
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Acts 23:6-8

Two deeply divided groups

«Not only was the « The Pharisees
tension among the believed in the entire
Jews & Romans Old Testament, but
growing to serious the Sadduceesin

proportions, but the the books of Moses.
divide between the . And the Sadducees,

Sadducees & the influenced by Greek

Pharisees was philosophy & culture,
switching quickly were skeptical about
from ‘simmer’ any resurrection,

to ‘boil". angels & spirits, etc.
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Acts 23:6-8

The hope & resurrection of the dead

* As believersin * Resurrection from
Christ, we have the dead is not just
‘the blessed hope’, incidental to faith in
that Christ will come Christ, but is central
for us to rapture us to the gospel, central
& take us to be with to our identification
Him forever (Titus with Christ, & central
2:13). to our blessed hope.

The Rapture Lover’s Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8
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Biblical Crowns & Rewards

Five Crowns*:
* Victor’s Crown: 1 Corinthians 9:25

e Church Founder’s Crown: 1 Thessalonians
2:19,20

* Rapture Lover’s Crown: 2 Timothy 4:8
» Elder’s Crown for Service: 1 Peter 5:2-4
* Trial Crown: James 1:12; Revelation 2:10

Three Rewards:
» Solid Foundation Reward: 1 Corinthians 3:14

* Voluntary Service Reward: 1 Corinthians 9:17
* Inheritance Reward: Colossians 3:23,24

*stefanos = victor’s crown in athletic competition
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Acts 23:9

Nothing wrong... angel or spirit

* The scribes of * Others among them
the Pharisee party suggested that Paul
spoke up, declaring had seen an angel

that as a man who or a spirit (of some-
believed in the one deceased), &
resurrection, Paul that would provide
had done nothing Paul with special
wrong — they were revelation about

ready to acquit Paul!  the afterlife!
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Acts 23:10

Saved by... Roman intervention

* Though the Roman  * The Romans would
commander had have to intervene
hoped that he would  to keep Paul, their
find out what all the protected Roman
ruckus was about, it citizen, from being

became clear that torn to pieces during
this gathering of the their watch, with
Sanhedrin was not outcomes that could
going to give him end the Roman

any answers, but... commander’s life!
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Acts 23:11; the night of June 3 /4, 57 AD

The Lord [Jesus] said

*The Lord appeared  « Considering the
to Paul that night & trauma that Paul had
said personally to endured, two if not
‘Take courage’ & three times having
assured him that just  his life threatened,
as Paul had been a encouragement,

witness for Christ comfort & assurance
there in Jerusalem, were very good
he would do so things to have

also in Rome. at this day & time.
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Acts 23:1-11
o * The 2nd was Jesus'

Jesus Christ trial (Matthew 26:57-
again?! 68; 27:1-2; Mark
--again 14:53-65; 15:1;

« This was at least the Luke 22:66-71) _
sixth time that the * The 3rd was the trial

Sanhedrin was of Peter & John

faced with the (Acts 4:5-22)

claims of Christ. * The 4th was the trial
« The 1st was when of the Twelve

they met to consider ~ (Acts 5:21-40)
reports about Jesus ¢ The 51" was Stephen's
(John 11:47-53) trial (Acts 6:12-7:60)
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Acts 23:1-11

How much ‘water is under the bridge’

* The apostle Paul * Paul had been
came to Christ as personally taught
Saul on the road by Jesus Christ
to Damascus 22 Himself, & Paul
years before the had been on three
events of Acts missionary journeys
chapters 22 & 23. into Gentile lands.

In Jerusalem, an entire generation of Jewish
& Roman leaders had replaced the ones that
were there when Jesus & Saul had been there.
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Acts 23:1-11

Growing tension, &
headed for catastrophe

* Nearly all of the men < The Sanhedrin held

in the Sanhedrin to out for cooperation
which Paul was to with Rome, but the
be brought this most intensely

day would be rebellious of the
slaughteredin Jews would kill any
about a decade for Jew who would not

refusing to fight the fight - & the ones on
Romans in the 66 the Sanhedrin did
to 70 AD resistance.  not want to fight.
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