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Acts 23:15

Here’s the plan!

* There are but 40+ * So the way to get
Jewish men, & just Paul outside of the
those men goinginto  Fortress Antonia
the Fortress Antonia  with a small number
to kill Paul would be of Roman soldiers,
suicide, since there at a specific time,
were hundreds of was to arrange a
Roman soldiers ‘fake meeting’
inside. of the Sanhedrin.
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Acts 23:16

Paul has a sister?

* While we could * But prisoners
think of all sorts of held as Roman
questions to ask citizens were
about Paul’s sister, allowed visitors,
& about her son, so Paul's nephew
Paul’'s nephew, has access inside
there are few to visit with Paul.
solid answers. « And this nephew

* We only have these has enough family
verses about Paul's affection to help
sister & nephew. Paul survive.
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Acts 23:17-18

“This young man has
something to tell you”

* As a Roman citizen,

Paul was under
protection of the
empire, & anything
that might threaten
his safety & life
would be of great
concern to the
centurions &
commander.

* The centurion & the
commander both
have the idea that
this young man is
not just passing
along town gossip,
but has something
of importance to tell
to these Roman
officers.
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Acts 23:20

They’re going to give you fake news!

* Paul's nephew tells < This young man,
the commanderthat  Paul’s nephew is

the Jews have going to save the
arranged to asked life of Paul, but is
you for a meeting also going to save
tomorrow, with the the lives of all the
supposed purpose Roman soldiers who
of a further inquiry would accompany

into the facts. Paul to the meeting.
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Acts 23:21

A curse.. slay him... ready & waiting

* Paul’s nephew * So these Jews had
warned the Roman arranged for Paul to
commander that be brought before

the Sanhedrin for
false purposes.

* They arranged for a

selves under a curse .
: . bogus meeting that
(an oath with an evil 0 kil Paul & as

promise & outcome)  many Romans as
to kill Paul. got in their way.

more than 40 Jews
had bound them-
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Acts 23:22

Keep it on the QT!

* Before the * It was critical that
commander let these 40+ Jews
Paul’s nephew go, have no opportunity
he told the young to come up with an
man to keep what alternative plan to
had been revealed kill Paul — especially
to the commander that they do not try
entirely confidential to kill in desperation,

— tell no one! & many would die.
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Acts 23:12-22

Train our children towards clear
thought & responsible perspective

* There is a great deal < Paul’s nephew not

that we don’t know only recognized the
about Paul’s sister critical nature of the
or Paul’s nephew. information that he
«What we do see is had come across, &
that Paul’'s nephew, ~ had the courage to
likely in his late bring it to light, but
teens to mid-20s, he also took it to the
showed great right people, & then

character. kept quiet about it!
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Acts 23:12-22

Trusting & resting in the Lord
does not mean going brain dead

* Paul himself wrote * What we see is
about fellowshipping  that Paul neither quit
with, & beholding, & observing & thinking
relying & depending  through things, nor
upon Christ in crisis.  did he depend upon

« As Paul went his own perspective
through these & resources entirely.
intense events we *You & | are never
can see that he still called to ‘walk that
was circumspect & lonesome valley’

logical about things. - or quit thinking.
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Acts 23:12-22

When did Paul learn about
heavenly blessing, seating & citizenship?

» Paul was only on his « One of the great

third day of Roman outcomes from this
captivity at this point,  would be that Paul
& we know that he would learn about
would spend about our heavenly bless-

five years in Roman ing, seating & citizen-
captivity before he ship, & write about it
was released, but so that we & others
the good outcomes would know these
from this are many! precious truths!
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The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east





image2.PNG
Romans 15:25, 29-32

| am going to Jerusalem serving the saints...

| know that when | come to you, | will come in
the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 30 Now

| urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together
with me in your prayers to God for me, 31 that |
may be rescued from those who are disobedient
in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem
may prove acceptable to the saints; 32

so that | may come to you in joy by the will of
God and find refreshing rest in your company.
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Acts 23:12-14

Let's do something completely illegal!

* The Jews who * They conspired
hatched this plot to to kill Paul, even
kill Paul were doing though he was
something really, now under Roman
really illegal! protection as a

« They went around Roman citizen.
the law of Moses, * And they would
which required an have to kill some
inquiry & two or Roman soldiers

three witnesses. to get to Paul.
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Acts 23:12-14
Now, this is serious!

*These 40+ men had < These Jewish men
made a solemn oath had taken an oath

to one anotherto kill  to commit multiple
Paul, & not to eat cases of murder,
anything until because they
they did! were zealous!

As it turns out, these men are going to have
to break their vows or starve to death, because
this isn’'t going to work out for them as planned.





