[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Holly Hills Bible Church – 79 The Book of Acts – September 16, 2018
Move him! - Page 1 of 3
image5.PNG
Acts 23:25-30
Commander Claudius Lysias’
letter to governor Felix
* ‘The most excellent’  « Claudius Lysias

was an address to letter was standard
those of status in Roman government
the Roman Empire, practice & content,
& it is the way that except for a few

Dr. Luke addressed omissions &
Theophilus, back in distortionsin
Luke 1:3. the letter.

Claudius Lysias omitted any implication that he
had done anything wrong regarding Paul, the
Roman citizen, so as to avoid serious trouble.
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Acts 23:25-30

Accused over questions of their Law

* Repeatedly the * Every Roman
Jews would bring authority before
accusations against whom Paul had
Paul to the Roman appeared (Gallio,
authorities, & the Claudius Lysias,
Roman authorities governor Felix,
repeatedly would & later, governor
turn the accusations  Festus), declared
away, since the him innocent of the
points were not charges of the Jews

under Roman law. regarding their Law.
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Acts 23:31-32

Paul taken to Antipatris at night

* Antipatris was a * The 70 Roman
fortress located cavalry, on

between Jerusalem

& Caesarea, on the hf_Jtl;]S%baclzk alorlmg

coast of Israel. with Faul, wou
continue on to

* At least 270, & Caesarea, with

?Ooc)sks g);):jl’z)otﬁgldlers the foot soldiers
Roman fortress heading back to
at Antipatris, the Antonia Fortress

that very night. in Jerusalem.
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Acts 23:33

The 70 cavalrymen delivered
Paul & the letter, to Felix

* As soon as they » With this letter & the
arrived in Caesarea, safe delivery of Paul,
the 70 horse-mounted the Roman citizen,

soldiers delivered Felix was prepared
Paul & the letter from toread it, & to ask
Claudius Lysias to the appropriate
governor Felix. legal questions.

Felix now understood that Paul was a Roman

citizen, & had to be legally protected by Roman
law. Those laws did not change Felix’ character.
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Acts 23:34-35

Felix asked what
province Paul was from

* Felix asked what
province Paul was
from, & with good
reason.

» Under a complex
set of Roman laws,
some districts had
requirements that a
representative from
the district be
present.

« Since Cilicia was not
one of those districts
Felix could proceed
without the delay of
getting a Cilician
representative
there in Caesarea
before Paul’s trial
could begin.

* So Felix sent
the Jews notice.
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Acts 23:34-35

Paul was to be kept
in Herod’s praetorium

* Paul was ordered to  * Paul, as we will
be keptin Herod’s ultimately see, will
praetorium (palace),  have ample time
which was equipped  to meet privately

with a better than & personally with
average prison. the Lord Jesus,

« Paul would wait there in his prison
for his trial June 5t room at Herod'’s
through the 9t, praetorium, in

57 AD. Caesarea.
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Herod's Palace at Caesarea
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Romans 15:25, 29-32: Winter 56 /57 AD
| am going to Jerusalem serving the saints...*

| know that when | come to you, | will come in
the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 30 Now

| urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together
with me in your prayers to God for me, 31 that |
may be rescued from those who are disobedient
in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem
may prove acceptable to the saints; 32

so that | may come to you in joy by the will of
God and find refreshing rest in your company.

* Compare to Acts 23:11
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Acts 23:34-35

When did Paul learn about
heavenly blessing, seating & citizenship?

» Paul was only on his « One of the great
fourth day of Roman  outcomes from this
captivity at this point,  would be that Paul
& we know that he would learn about
would spend about our heavenly bless-
five years in Roman ing, seating & citizen-
captivity before he ship, & write about it
was released, but so that we & others
the good outcomes would know these
from this are many! precious truths!
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Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ ( by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of
His grace in kindness toward us in Christ

Jesus.
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The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during
the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east
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Acts 23:23-24

Overnight delivery, starting at 9 PM

* In order to complete-  These soldiers

ly derail the plans of
the 40+ Jews to Kill
Paul, under the pre-
tense of taking him
to a meeting of the
Sanhedrin, Claudius
Lysias, the Roman
commander, had
assigned at least
270 soldiers to Paul.

were ordered to
deliver Paul over-
night to the Roman
governor (actual:
procurator) Antonius
Felix in Caesarea
the next day (June
5t 57 AD), along
with a letter, as

we will see.
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Acts 23:23-24

Introducing Marcus Antonius Felix

* Marcus Antonius » Governor Felix was
Felix, the governor a nasty, awful man,
(the procurator) of whose many vicious

Syria & Judea, from cruelties among the
52 to 59 AD, was the  Jews were one of

first, & some would the influences to
say the only Roman ultimately bring the
governor who had Jews into open &
been at one time defiant rebellion

a slave. against Rome.




