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Jesus’ ‘golden insight’ into Paul: Acts 9:15-16

But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for
I will show him how much he must suffer

for My name's sake.”

1) Jesus chose Saul, who later became Paul,
as His instrument, to bear His name!

2) Paul will bear Jesus’ name before Gentiles,
kings (that is, rulers) & the sons of Israel (Jews).

3) Jesus will show (warn & instruct) Paul about
how much Paul would suffer for Christ’'s name.
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Acts 25:13-27

This passage is full of special words!

* Amazingly, this Acts < That is because this

passage is full of particular passage
special words in the has circumstances
Greek that are not & events that are
used anywhere else  unique, so unique
in the entire New words are fitting &
Testament! very descriptive.

Verse 23 is the most ‘packed’
with those ‘once-only’ words!
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Acts chapter 12; 25:13-15

Introducing Agrippa (I1)

* Agrippa, the one * He was part Jewish,
we will read about & an expertin all
in this passage, is things Jewish, &
a man we should given authority from
understand well. Rome over the

«He was a great temple of the Jews,
grandson of Herod appointment of the

the [not so] Great, &  High Priest, & all of
son of the man who the temple hardware
ordered James & the organization of

beheaded. the temple rituals.
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Luke 15:13
Acts 1:5; 9:23, 43; 13:31; 16:18; 18:18; 25:14; 27:7, 20

About how long is ‘many days’?

* In the entire New * ‘Not many days’ in
Testament the term Acts 1:5 & Acts 2:4
‘many days’ is only is May 14 - May 24,
used by Dr. Luke, & 33 AD: 10 days.

only once in the « ‘Many days’ in Acts
gospel of Luke, & 13:31is 40 days.

only nine times in So about 40 da
L[] yS
the book of Acts. is ‘a likely estimate’.
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Acts 25:13-27

Their own religion
* The English word * The Greek word,

‘religion’ does not which is used only
come across as here in the entire
Festus’ actual New Testament,
words came conveys not a
across to King respected religion
Agrippa & to but just an ignorant
Bernice. superstition.

Festus was actually using a derogatory word to
describe the religion of the Jews. King Agrippa
likely did not have share Festus’ sentiments.
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Acts 25:20-21

Not Jerusalem - Rome

*In order to please * But Paul insisted
the Jewish leaders, that he stand trial

Festus asked Paul before a Roman

if he was willing
to stand trial in court, & even

Jerusalem, before appealed to
the Sanhedrin. Caesar.

* But Festus could not * But Roman law did
force Paul to stand not tell Festus how

trial before the Jews,  soon he had to send
by Roman law. Paul to Rome.
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Acts 25:22

Agrippa wanted to hear Paul &
Festus was happy to have the advice

* Festus was brand * Agrippa, having
new to being a some Jewish
governor among ancestry, & having
the Jews, & did not spent time among
understand them, as  the Jews, knew quite
he readily admitted. a bit about them.

Agrippa would find this ‘Christian variation’
among the Jews fascinating, & was eager to
hear what Paul had to say, but Festus was just
glad for the help — what would he write to Nero?
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Unique or special words in Acts 25:23

So, on the next day when Agrippa came
together with Bernice amid great pomp*, and
entered the auditorium accompanied by the
commanders** and the prominent men of
the city, at the command of Festus, Paul was
brought in.

* pomp, from the Greek word fantasia

** commanders = chiliarchos, having
command over ten centurions, & about
1,000 soldiers, or nearly that many
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Acts 25:23-25

Festus, Agrippa, Bernice,
military commanders & city leaders!
* Can you see whata + The Roman Empire

fantastic evangelistic  is actively arranging
opportunity the Lord a city-wide evangel-

is arranging with isticcrusade!
these people? « Everybody who is

* This will be anybody at all will be
another fulfillment there to hear Paul
of Acts 9:15, 16, & present the gospel
all of these people of salvation from the
will hear the gospel one Jesus chose!

of salvation! The apostle Paul!
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Acts 25:24

Festus addressed everybody!

* Festus addressed » Festus was in this

Agrippa, Bernice, verse making the
the highest of the opening address,
military officers, & the introduction to
the civic leaders! the evangelistic

« Publicly addressing ~ address of the
King Agrippa, he apostle Paul,
presented that Paul ~ Who would be the

was the one thatthe ~ keynote speaker
Jews wanted dead!  ©f this grand event!




image17.PNG
Acts 25:25

Festus’ summary of
his findings & decisions

*Inverse 25 we find  * Festus was not

Festus’ summa seeking a different
g & finding & conclusion

of his findings & from A but
decisions regarding Vzgrsnhogg:ﬁg?or !
the case of Paul, & confirmation & any
that Paul having additional insights,

appealedto Caesar,  especially that he
was going to be sent  might send a good
to Rome, but on recommendation

Rome’s timetable. to Emperor Nero.
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Acts 25:26-27

“I have brought him before you all and
especially before you, King Agrippa”

* The “you all” is
everyone includedin
this city-wide parade
& grand gathering,
invited to this great
evangelisticcrusade,
paid for & sponsored

* But King Agrippa is
the most important
person presentin
this case, because
of his expertisein all
things about the very
complex religion of

?ggﬁgﬁgligzteﬁctr?tfies Judaism, & authority
in the Roman over everything

Empire about the temple.
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Acts 12:13-27

Festus has his Roman reasons,
but God sees their eternal destinies

* Festus is fulfilling his  * God, on the other
governmental duties  hand, sees the

as the governor of eternal destinies of
Judea, & wants to the people who are
have a meaningful gathered there, & is
letter to send with arranging for them
Paul to Rome for all to hear the gospel
consideration of of salvation, so that
Emperor Nero, some might hear &

as Paul arrives. believe the truth.
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After spending two years in the palace prison in Caesarea,
Paul, having spent personal time with Jesus Christ, would
be able to tell & to write these precious truths to
those who believed!

Ephesians 2:1-7

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you
formerly walked according to the course of this world, according
to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now
working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all
formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath,
even as the rest.

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love

with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ ( by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated
us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in
the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
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Acts 25:13-27

Why is this passage in Scripture?

* This passageis in * It shows that Paul
Scripture because: had declared that

« It is consistent with that Jesus is alive!
what Jesus said in * Felix (& Drusilla),
Acts 9:15, 16 about Festus, Agrippa, &
Saul (Paul) bearing Bernice were all
Christ’'s name before  confirmed actual
Gentiles, kings (that rulers — this is
is, rulers) & the sons  real history, not
of Israel (Jews). just ‘Bible stories’!
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Acts 25:13-27

This is also in Scripture because...

* By the words that * The one intended

are in Scripture we meaning of the Bible
can be sure of the at each place is
historical context, brought out with
including matters certainty by our

that are from the observing what is
culture, history & written by inspiration
legal environment in full view of the

of the right time & context of language,

place. history & culture.
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Acts 25:13-27

And, this is in Scripture because

* As we will see inthe +These passages

next two Sundays, about the last times
the apostle Paul will Paul spentin the

be given the golden governor’s palace
opportunity to tell in Caesarea confirm
these members of that Paul is indeed
royalty, & those of going to Rome, as
the royal court, the Paul had asked the
military command, believersin Rome

& civic leaders, the to pray, & fulfilling
gospel of Christ! Christ’'s assurances.
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