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Acts 25:13-27; 26:1-32

Paul's golden opportunity

* As we brought out * Those gathered

last Sunday, the included Festus &
Lord had setup a his wife & his court,
golden opportunity & Agrippa & his

for Paul, to share sister, Bernice,

the gospel with & all their court,
everybody who & five commanders
was anybody in & their entourage,
Caesarea & very & civic leaders of

special guests. every kind & station.
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Colossians 4:2-6 (see also 1 Corinthians 16:9;
2 Corinthians 2:12; Ephesians 2:10)

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in

it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3 praying at
the same time for us as well, that God will open
up to us a door for the word, so that we may
speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which

| have also been imprisoned; 4 that | may
make it clear in the way | ought to speak.

5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward
outsiders, making the most of the opportunity.
6 Let your speech always be with grace, as
though seasoned with salt, so that you will
know how you should respond to each person.
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Acts 26:1-3

A positive introduction, without flattery

» Paul began his » Paul knew he could
evangelistic appeal, express everything
which he called a in a Jewish context,
defense, by recog- & he would clearly
nizing that Agrippa be understood by
was an expertin Agrippa, & likely by
all things Jewish. others, evenif they

- This was important, ~ Were not from a
since Paul appealed ~ Jeéwish background,
to King Agrippa’s if they understood

expertise & authority. the Jewish mindset.
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Acts 26:4-8

‘All' Jews know!

* Paul had been such  +« Many Jews knew
a prominent person-  that Paul had been
ality among all of the  a disciple of the

Jews, that his turn- premier rabbi,

ing to Christ was a Gamaliel & had

real ‘eye-opener’, begun with the
causing some to most overt &

turn against him, violently aggressive
& others to turn stance against the

to Jesus Christ. believersin Christ.
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Acts 26:4-8

Paul was a PhulPhilled Pharisee!

* As a Pharisee, Paul * Everyone knew that
believedin a future Jesus had died —

resurrection, even it was a Roman -
before he knew verified fact.

Christ, & saw & « Jesus’ identification
believed that He as the Messiah

was resurrected. required resurrection.

While the Pharisees believed in a future

resurrection of the dead, that Christ had been
raised in Israel just 26 years earlier was a harder
thing for them to believe. Paul asks... why?
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Acts 26:9-11

Lock ‘em up! Kill ‘em dead!
Punish them all! Pursue them!

* Paul says that he felt < And he locked saints
compelled to oppose  up, voted for death,
anything having to & punished them all,
do with Jesus of asmuchas he could,
Nazareth! furiously enraged.

Paul pursued the Christians to foreign cities
(plural), & Damascus is just the one city that

we read about in Acts — there were other cities
before Damascus! Damascus was the last one!
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Acts 26:12-15

Paul’s road to Damascus event

* This is now the third -+ The 1staccount, in
time in Acts that we Acts chapter 9 gives
read of Paul’s road the account to the
to Damascus event, reader, the 2" time,
in which Jesus asks in Acts 22, is said to
why Paul (then Saul) the Jewish leaders,
persecuted Christ. & this is the 3@ one.

This account is brief, but still adds some details
we haven’t heard before: 1) Hebrew dialect, 2)
kick against the goads, 3) but mostly 26:16-18.
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Lacking in Christ’s afflictions?
Colossians 1:24

Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh | do my share on behalf of His
body, which is the church, in filling up what is
lacking in Christ's afflictions.

1) When we suffer, especially for Christ,
He takes it personally.

2) The sufferings of Christ’s body, the church,
will continue until the day of the rapture.

3) The suffering of the saints will be the filling
up, to complete the sufferings of Christ
until the day He calls us all home.
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Acts 26:16-18 [plus bracketed references]

'But get up and stand on your feet; for this
purpose | have appeared to you, to appoint you
a minister and a witness not only to the things
which you have seen [on this road], but also to
the things in which | will appear to you [events

& revelation]; 17 rescuing you from the Jewish
people and from the Gentiles, to whom | am
sending you [Acts 9:15], 18 to open their eyes
[Ephesians 1:18] so that they may turn from
darkness to light [2 Corinthians 4:6] and from the
dominion of Satan to God [Ephesians 2:1-7], that
they may receive forgiveness of sins [Acts 10:43;
13:38]and an inheritance among those who have
been sanctified[1 Corinthians 1:2] by faithin Me.'
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Biblical Principles of Spiritual Opportunity:

1) God has prepared good works that we
might walk in them & we are called to walk
in dependence upon & fellowship with Christ
(Ephesians 2:10; 5:2, 8, 15; Galatians 5:16,
25; Colossians 2:6; Romans 8:4;...)

2) Pray & give thinks in everything, also
praying that God will open doors of spiritual
opportunity (Acts 14:27; 1 Corinthians 16:9;
Colossians 4:3; Philippians 4:6...)

3) When God opens a door of spiritual
opportunity, go through the door!

(1 Corinthians 3:5; Galatians 6:10)
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Here is how we can conclude that Christ personally taught Paul
new truths during his two years in the palace prison in Caesarea:

 Paul wrote Romans about three to five months before he arrived
in Jerusalem. In Romans, we read that we were identified with
Christ’s death, burial & resurrection (chapters 6 & 7), as we also
read in Galatians (chapters 2 & 3), where we see that Jesus spent
personal time with Paul, revealing truth to him (Galatians
1:12ff). Butin Romans, & Paul’s letters before that, we do not
read of our identification with Christ’s ascension & seating.

« Jesus personally appears to Paul the night of June 3 / 4, 57 AD
(Acts 23:11). Paul then travelled with at least 270 or up to 470
Roman soldiers to Caesarea, so he was not alone (Acts 23:23-35).

 Paul spent two years in the palace prison, as recorded in Acts
chapters 23-26. He then was aboard ship, accompanied by others
constantly, with very brief and known exceptions, until he arrived
in Italy, as recorded in Acts chapters 27 & 28.

* Once Paul arrived in Rome he wrote Ephesians, Philippians &
Colossians, in which we are told that we have heavenly blessings,
seating, & citizenship, & are to set our minds on things above,
where Christ is.
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Jesus’ ‘golden insight’ into Paul: Acts 9:15-16

But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for
I will show him how much he must suffer

for My name's sake.”

1) Jesus chose Saul, who later became Paul,
as His instrument, to bear His name!

2) Paul will bear Jesus’ name before Gentiles,
kings (that is, rulers) & the sons of Israel (Jews).

3) Jesus will show (warn & instruct) Paul about
how much Paul would suffer for Christ’'s name.
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Unique or special words in Acts 25:23

So, on the next day when Agrippa came
together with Bernice amid great pomp*, and
entered the auditorium accompanied by the
commanders** and the prominent men of
the city, at the command of Festus, Paul was
brought in.

* pomp, from the Greek word fantasia

** commanders = chiliarchos, having
command over ten centurions, & about
1,000 soldiers, or nearly that many




