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Acts 26:19-20

The heavenly vision

* Here Paul uses the * The vision that Paul

word ‘heavenly’ for was speaking of was

the first time in Acts seeing Christ, the

& all the rest of his Risen One, who was

letters. ascended & seated
«And this is the only ~ in the heavenlies,

place in the New there on the road

Testament where to Damascus —

we find the words, there where Paul
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Acts 26:19-20

Damascus, Jerusalem,
Judea & to the Gentiles

* Paul proclaimed * Paul proclaimed that
the gospel of Jesus life-saving gospel to
Christ, that Christ, the Jews who were
the Son of God, the in Damascus & in
Messiah, died for Jerusalem, & in
our sins on that cruel  Judea, & to the
Roman cross, was many Jews &
buried, & rose again.  Gentiles in the

*He is now seated Gentile lands
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Acts 26:19-20; see supplement

Repent & turn to God, & repentance

*‘Repent’, in New * Repentance, as the
Testament terms, word is used in Acts,
always means a is a change of mind
change of mind so as tobelievewhat
that ends in belief. is real, true & deep.

* “Turn ‘communicates < True repentance
a very similar act: shows itself in reality
turn from false belief & in action, in real,
to believing only in true, living out by

God’s saving truth. the life of Christ.
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Acts 26:21

Not the bogus reason!

*The Jews in * But Paul brings to
Jerusalem had tried light the real reason
to kill Paul based on  that he was being
false claims about chargedby the Jews:
him VIOIatIng the « He was proc|aiming
temple. the truth & he was

* In doing so, those proclaiming the one

Jews broke the Law gospel of salvation
of Moses, & the laws  through Jesus Christ
of Rome! — that’s exactly why!
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Acts 26:22-23

| stand to this day testifying

« Paul had obtained * Moses & the
real help from God, prophets - the Old
which was not minor  Testament - had told

assistance, but the the essentials of the
only reason he was gospel in advance,
still alive, & the & that Christ would
power by which he suffer for our sins &
had proclaimed the He would be raised.

gospel of salvation . Christ is the One
by faith in Christ. Who proclaims light!
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Acts 26:24
Out of your mind! Driving you mad!

* This gathering of * Festus had already
everybody who was shown himself to be
anybody in the city afraid of what Paul

of Caesarea, plus was proclaiming,
Agrippa & Bernice but he couldn’t

& their court, was stand it any more!
by Festus, but it + So he tells everyone
is quite clear that that Paul has lost his
Festus is ‘crawling mind & is being

out of his skin’l driven mad!
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Acts 26:25-26
Paul respectfully corrects Festus
* Paul, addressing * Agrippa already

Festus as ‘most knows the things
excellent’, says Paul is proclaiming,
that on the contrary, & Paul is confident &
he is not mad, but persuaded about

is saying words of these things, since
(literally), ‘truth they are openly

and rationality’. known & evident!

“This has not been done in a corner” was a
common figure of speech in Paul’s day for some-
thing that was widely known & was evident to all.
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Acts 26:27-28

“Do you believe the prophets?”

* Paul then asks * Paul has openly
Agrippa a rhetorical proclaimed the
question: ‘Do you gospel & is calling
believe?’ for the one & only

- ‘Repent’, ‘turn’ & response that will
‘believe’ are all resultin the true &
pointing to the eternal salvation of
same end: belief. Agrippa & all the rest

who are present —

* Salvation is by “Do you believe?”

faith alone!




image14.PNG
Acts 26:27-28

“You will persuade me
to become a Christian”

* Paul’s essential &
vital message has
brought Agrippa
nearlyto the point
of becoming a
believer, since he
knows what Paul’s
message means, &
even appears to
understand it.

* But only coming
so far as being
persuaded is
not enough.

* Nobody gets
99% saved!

* Nobody will
be saved by
less than faith!
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Acts 26:29

Paul addressed Agrippa,
but spoke to everyone present

* Exceptin brief & * But as Paul was
respectful correction  speaking to Agrippa,
of Festus, Paul had he intended that

been most directly everyone present
speaking to Agrippa,  that day in that

who knew & even Roman auditorium
believed in much would hear & believe
of what Paul was in the gospel & be
openly proclaiming. eternally saved.

It was Paul’s & everyone’s spiritual opportunity!
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Acts 26:30-31

Agrippa & his court,
& Festus & his court

* Though there were
many present in the
auditorium that day,
Agrippa & his court,
with Bernice, & the
governor Festus &
his court, went aside
to discuss their legal
findings, the findings
of law & of the facts.

* Though there had
been great pomp in
the entrance of King
Agrippa & Bernice
that day, & Paul was
given the opportunity
to share the gospel
with everyone, in the
end it was a Roman
legal review.
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Acts 26:32
The legal ‘bottom line’

* Though there may * Agrippa told Festus,
well have been "This man might
much more that was  have been set free if
discussed that day, he had not appealed
Agrippa summarized to Caesar.”
the Roman legal * But freedom was
finding to Festus ‘at not what Paul or
the end of the day’: God wanted!

Freedom would have exposed Paul to the Jewish
Death Squad, & it would not take Paul to Rome!
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Acts 26:1-32

The gospel: content & belief

* There are many * In these, God is who
times when the decides who is really
gospel is not saved & who is not,
presented with & that is always the
biblical clarity, case! Always!
such as: « But we know from

* ‘Invite Jesus into Scripture what ought
your heart’, or to be presented as
‘Make a commit- the saving gospel

ment to Christ’... to be believed.
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Acts 26:1-32; Ephesians 2:10

God is responsible for preparing
good works & the final outcomes!

* God is responsible  « Though there is an
for preparing good implied response to
works that we might  this simply fantastic
walk in them, as He opportunity that the
provides the spiritual  apostle Paul was

opportunities that given, there was just
are laid before no obvious response
each one of us. to Paul's message.

God graciously prepares good works & He
knows about & is responsible for the outcomes!
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Acts 26:1-32

We may be used by God, but...

* We may be the * But God is the one
instrument though who made every
which the gospel provision for our
is presented to salvation, & whose
others, & they Holy Spirit works in

may indeed believe hearts, & Christ’'s
& be saved eternally, lifeis lived out only
apparently through in & through those
us, but we do not who have been
get to claim credit! totally crucified!
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Acts 26:1-32

Paul will go to Rome because

* Paul willindeedgo  + Paul had been
to Rome because he  granted from birth a

desired to go there Roman citizenship
with the blessing of option totally by
Christ & in the will grace.

of God, & he had « Christ Himself
asked the believers assured Paul
in Rome to pray for personally that
his rescue from the he would make
Jews —and God it to Rome!
answers prayer!
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Acts 26:1-32

Paul had a heavenly vision &
we have a heavenly beholding

* As God’s appointed < But every believer,

apostle Paul, then from Acts 2 to the
Saul, came face to rapture, has the
face with Christ blessed opportunity
on the road to to behold Christ
Damascus. face to face.

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transform-
ed into the same image from glory to glory, just
as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18
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Acts 26:1-32; Isaiah 53

Paul's great opportunity

* Paul had presented  + Not only would there

that the Law & the be a resurrection on
Prophets, the Old the last day, but the
Testament, gave Messiah — Jesus the
God’s promises: Christ, the One who

« The Messiah would was crucified — was
die for our sins, be also resurrected &
buried & rise again Paul had seen Him
— He would be personally on the

resurrected. road to Damascus!
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Biblical Principles of Spiritual Opportunity:

1) God has prepared good works that we
might walk in them & we are called to walk
in dependence upon & fellowship with Christ
(Ephesians 2:10; 5:2, 8, 15; Galatians 5:16,
25; Colossians 2:6; Romans 8:4;...)

2) Pray & give thinks in everything, also
praying that God will open doors of spiritual
opportunity (Acts 14:27; 1 Corinthians 16:9;
Colossians 4:3; Philippians 4:6...)

3) When God opens a door of spiritual
opportunity, go through the door!

(1 Corinthians 3:5; Galatians 6:10)
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Since being arrested by the Romans in
Jerusalem, & now being held in the palace
prison in Caesarea for two years, with this
passage, Paul made his five defenses to:

1) the Jewish mob on the stairway to
the Antonia Fortress (Acts 22:1-21)

2) the Sanhedrin (Acts 23:1-6)

3) Felix (Acts 24:10-21)

4) Festus (Acts 25:8, 10-11)

5) Herod Agrippa Il (Acts 26:1-26)

Paul not only made his defense, but he also
proclaimed the gospel message, & shifted the
issue from a false claim of temple violation to
the resurrection of Christ: Paul saw Him alive!




