[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Holly Hills Bible Church – 56 The Book of Acts – March 18, 2018
Acts 16:35-40 – The brethren encouraged - Page 4 of 4
image4.PNG
Acts 16:35

Typically, two

« If a city of the * The two lictors,
Roman Empire was who would carry out
designateda Roman  punishments with

colony, & Philippi rods, as ordered by
was a Roman the two magistrates,
colony, then they servedin a role of
were typically ‘policemen’, as we
allotted two just saw in this verse
magistrates, — they acted on the

& two lictors. magistrates’ orders.




image5.PNG
Acts 16:35

The pagan mindset

about earthquakes
* Rather than the * Poseidon was seen
understanding of as the chief god of
earthquake faults earthquakes.
that we have from «To have a great

modern geolog.y, the earthquake just
pagans often viewed  nours after Paul

earthquakes as a & Barnabas were
severe message beaten & jailed could
from the gods, that mean that the gods

they were not happy.  were not pleased!
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Acts 16:35 * 1) Roman law said
that the magistrates

The magistrates: were to hold a trial to
constrained by considerthe charges.
Roman law!

* 2) The magistrates
had no authority to
were in really big beat Paul & Silas

trouble with the without a tl’l?|.
Roman law in how » 3) The magistrates

* The magistrates

they had handled found out that Paul
the case of Paul & & Silas were Roman
Silas, & they were citizens, which gave
only beginning to them great additional

discover that. legal protections.
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Acts 16:35

Roman officials often bent
the law to the mobs of people

* There are many * The magistratesin
records of Roman Philippi had bent the
officials, including law of Rome due to

Roman magistrates,  ‘crowd pressure’.
bending the letter of . |t ig likely that the

the law to please, or  ¢rowd, following the

avoid displeasing earthquake, was
the crowd — Pilate now pressuring the
was one of those magistrates to ‘let

who did just that. up’ on Paul & Silas.
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Acts 16:36

The jailer passed
along the message

* The jailer, who often + The jailerin turn

got his orders from told Paul, "The chief
the magistrates via magistrates have
the ‘policemen’ (or sent to release you.
Roman lictors), Therefore come out
simply passed the now and go in
message along as peace.”

he receiveditfrom . One might think that
the "policemen’, as Paul & Silas would

he usually did. simply comply.
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Acts 16:37
But Paul...

* Paul would not
simply comply with ~ * They followed up

the order to leave their illegal action by
the prison & go in having Paul & Silas
peace. thrown in prison!

* The magistrates * But then he revealed
had, without legal that he & Silas were
authority, ordered both Roman citizens,
Paul & Silas to be & violatinga person’s
beaten with rods citizenshipwas a very

without a trial. serious offense!
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A typical wax on wood double tablet, as might
be used for non-military Roman citizenship
certificates, such as for Paul & Silas.
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Bronze ‘military diploma’ plaques,
as would typically be given to those
completing military service & given citizenship
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Acts 16:37

Let them come themselves!

* Due to the very * Paul did not suggest
serious nature that the magistrates
of the violations cometoletthemout,
of Roman law to but demanded it!

punish Paul & Silas, . why would
Paul insisted thatthe  pg(| insist on the

magistrates come magistrates coming
personally to to personally let Paul
release them & Silas out of the

from prison. Philippian prison?
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Acts 16:38-39

The magistrates were afraid!

* Understandably, the « The magistrates
magistrates became  were already in
afraid when they trouble for going
found out that they beyond their legal
had ordered Paul & authority in ordering
Silas to be beaten &  Paul & Silas to be

jailed without a trial, beaten & jailed
especially since they  without a trial,
were Roman but to find out that

citizens! they were Romans!!!
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Acts 16:38-39
They came, appealed,
brought them out, & begged

* The magistrates did  * The magistrates did

come to the prison, not have authority to
as Paul insisted, & have Paul & Silas
they brought Paul beaten & jailed with
& Silas out of the out a trial, & to have
prison, personally. done this to Roman
« That these two citizens was worse.
magistrates appeal-  + But the magistrates
ed to Paul & Silas could not order Paul
& begged them is & Silas to leave the

just astounding! city, either!
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Acts 16:40

After appealing & begging

* After the magistrates -« Paul & Silas
appealed to Paul & encouraged the new
Silas & begged them  believers there at
to leave, then Paul & Lydia’s house.

Silas left the prison. . |t was. as was the

« After that, they went usual in those days,
to Lydia’s house, & a home church.

met with the new » We don’t know if
believers in Christ they went to

there, rather than riverside to pray.
leave immediately.
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Acts 16:40

They encouraged the believers

* Paul & Silas, on * This same word
returning to Lydia’s is used in various
house to meet with contexts to mean
the group of young exhorting, comforting,
believers who encouraging, & may
gathered there, have all of those
encouraged them. meanings here.

But the central meaning here is to encourage

this brand new group of believers. After that they
did leave Philippi, leaving behind Dr. Luke.
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Acts 16:35-40

Why didn’t Paul & Silas
say something sooner?

* We could well ask * Why not move past
why Paul & Silas did  all those times of

not say something tumult & mob action
sooner about being & abuse & pain &
Roman citizens! discomfort & injury?
* Why endure all the  +All it would have
beating & abuse if taken was to yell
they didn’t have to, out, “Romans!
since they were Romans! Roman

Roman citizens? Citizens!"
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2 Corinthians 11:23defg-27

...in far more labors, in far more imprisonments,

beaten times without nhumber, often in danger
of death. 24 Five times | received from the Jews

thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times | was beaten
with rods, once | was stoned, three times | was
shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent in the
deep. 26 | have been on frequent journeys, in
dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers
from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles,
dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness,
dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;
27 | have been in labor and hardship, through many
sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without
food, in cold and exposure.
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Acts 16:40

Who are we?

* Paul would often * He would also
write & claim that: proclaim Christ

. He was a Jew’ even Cruciﬁed, Wh|Ch
among the most was received with
‘qualified’ Jews, great disdain or
even though Jews evenworse.
were often not well- < Only in rare
regarded & were instances would he
assumed to have claim his rights as

little or no ‘rights’. a Roman citizen.
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Acts 16:40

Roman citizenship

* Paul only claimed & < Suffering for Christ’s
pressed His Roman name & enduring
citizenship when: trials would not be

« The continuing set aside for the

opportunity for the easier path.
gospel was at stake. - Instead, the reasons

« His identity as a Jew & purposes for trials

& a believerin Christ & suffering would

remained primary. not be bypassed
by Paul.
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Acts 16:35-40

Maximize rights or set them aside?

* So as a believer * What we see from
in Christ, should the book of Acts &
we always opt to the rest of the New
maximize our own Testament is that we
rights & privileges, are neither to hold
or should we justset  out for all of our
them all aside as if rights & privileges
we never had any or to deny them

rights or privileges? consistently!




image23.PNG
Acts 16:35-40

Instead!

* Instead of just
carrying out some
consistent policy
of maximizing our
rights & privileges,
or of consistently
denying them, we
are to learn God’s
word, pray for
wisdom, & walk

in fellowship.

* God’s values &
principles rank
ahead of & above
what is legally
allowed or is
required by
the law of
the land,
wherever
that land
is located.
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A poetic piece of biblical wisdom

1 Corinthians 6:12 — a principle personalized

All things are lawful for me,
but not all things are profitable.
All things are lawful for me,
but / will not be mastered by anything.

1 Corinthians 10:23 — a principle generalized

All things are lawful,

but not all things are profitable.
All things are lawful,

but not all things edify.

6:12 ends with the issue being Christ as Lord,
but 10:23 with the issue being what builds up.
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Philippians 1:27-30: Early spring 62 AD

Only conduct yourselves [politeuomai: citizen
behavior] in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that whether | come and see you or
remain absent, | will hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28
in no way alarmed by your opponents--which is
a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation
for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to you it
has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,
30 experiencing the same conflict which you
saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
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Acts 16:35-40

It's about the (Roman) law

* The understanding  + And we’re going to

of this passage is see the really big
greatly enlightened difference it made
by our understand- that both Paul &

ing the culture of Silas were Jews with

Philppi at thattime —  Roman citizenship.

SpeCificaIIythe law « Roman Citizenship
of the Romans, meant special rights
since Philippi was for those who had it,
a Roman colony. & not everyone did!




