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Chronology Of Paul’s Second Missionary Journey*

Departure from Antioch
Syria and Cilicia
Lystra-Derbe

Iconium
Pisidian Antioch

Antioch to Troas
Philippi
Thessalonica

Berea
Athens

Arrival at Corinth

Silas and Timothy arrive from Berea
1 Thessalonians written

2 Thessalonians written

Departure from Corinth
Ephesus

Jerusalem, Paul’s fourth visit
Return to Antioch

* By Harold W. Hoehner

Apr 50
Apr 50

May 50

last of May-middle of Jun 50
middle of Jun-first of Jul 50

Jul 50
Aug-Oct 50

Nov 50-Jan 51

Feb 51
last of Feb-middle of Mar 51

middle of Mar 51
Apr/May 51
early summer 51
summer 51

first of Sep 52
middle of Sep 52

last of Sep 52
first/middle of Nov 52
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Acts 17:2; Romans 1:16; 2:9,10: ‘to the Jew first’

For three Sabbaths

* Paul, as a visiting, * The synagogue ruler
rabbi, havingbeena  would typically have
disciple of the famed  the final say in who
rabbi Gamaliel (who would be invited &
died in 52 AD), was allowed to speak
seen as an honored in the synagogue,

& highly regarded allowing Paul, three
speaker at the Sabbaths in a row,
synagogues, to address the

at least initially. Jews, & others.
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Acts 17:2-3

Reasoned from the Scriptures

+ Paul did not just * Paul’'s reasoning
give his opinion, consisted of his
nor did he just read explanation from
Scripture alone to the evidence.
the Jews & others « He did not use any
in the synagogue, manipulation, crowd
but he reasoned control, appeal to
from the words emotion, nor did
of the Bible (the he stand upon his

‘Old Testament’). great background.
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Acts 17:2-3

The Christ: The Anointed One

* The Christ (from * Because these Jews
the Greek) =The were of Pharisee
Messiah (from the background, they
Hebrew) believedin the

« Paul was telling coming Messiah.
these Jews that * But that the Messiah

Jesus was the long-  would suffer & rise
awaited Messiah of again & then be
the Jews, as told in their king took

the Old Testament. some convincing.




image9.PNG
Acts 17:4; prominent or leading women: Acts 13:50; 17:12
God-fearing Gentiles or Greeks: Acts 10:22; 13:43; 17:17

Some were persuaded

* The ones who were  + A great multitude of
persuaded included:  God-fearing Greeks

« Jews who were of were among those
the synagogue in persuaded & who
which Paul spoke. believed.

* And there were also
a number of leading
women, as the local
culture permitted (as
with Lydia in Philippi).

* They understood
the evidence & the
reasoning that Paul
presented to them.
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Acts 17:5

The third time’s the harm!

* After the third * They used these
Sabbath service rabble-rousers to
when Paul spoke, form a mob & stir up
some of the Jews an uproar in the city.
had enough! They . They went to the
became jealous! house of Jason

* They gathered in the hopes of
up some trouble- bringing out Paul
makers from the & the others to do

marketplace. them harm in public.
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Acts 17:6-7

Not finding Paul & his companions

* Since the jealous * They hauled Jason
Jews & the mob & some of the fellow
from the market believers before the
did not find Paul & city authorities, &
his companions as they loudly charged
they had hoped, Jason & the other
they went after believers with some
Jason & some false but legally
fellow believers potent accusations

instead. - against Rome!




image12.PNG
Acts 17:6-7

These men!

* Their loud, public& - They act against the
legal accusations decrees of Caesar
included: (then, Claudius), by

* Paul & company, declaring that there

who have disturbed is another king by

the whole Roman
Empire have now the name of Jesus.

come to the city * All of these intense
of Thessalonica, accusations were
& this Jason has distortions or

welcomed them! overstatements.
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Against the decrees of Caesar!?

The Caesars issued decrees that could be
understood in such a way that Paul’s message
would be in violation of those decrees, such as:

1) The Caesars issued decrees against
predicting a change of emperor. Nobody
was allowed to predict that the emperor
would change, or that someone would
replace the emperor.

2) Nobody was allowed to use astrology to
predict the emperor’s or anyone else’s
date of death.

A common way to avoid such accusations
was to pledge to be loyal to the emperor.
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Acts 17:6-7

* Critics once said that
Oh., those, the author of Acts
politarchai! " was all wrong about

« Thessalonica calling the local

was the capital of officials ‘politarchai’.
Macedonia, with a * But since then 70
Roman governor inscriptions have
who ruled from been found with that
Thessalonica, so word, & over % of
these local officials those are from
ruled in fear they Macedonia, & over

would be over-ruled 1/2 of them are
by the governor. from Thessalonica.
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Acts 17:8

They stirred up

* This word that is * The local Roman
here translated authorities were
‘stirred up’ can well-known to bend
mean an internal or to public pressure in
emotional stirring, order to keep things
or it can mean an from getting out of
external stirring of hand, & the Jews
people, & in this knew this, as they
case it likely did with Pilate &

means both. Jesus, & in Philippi.
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This was worse than it might first appear!

1) Jason & apparently others come under legal
scrutiny that seems to be ongoing.

2) Paul has been accused of what could become
a capital offense — in the worst case he could
be killed if he were to be discovered then, or
if he later returned to Thessalonica (though
it appears he did not).

3) The Thessalonians suffered hardship in the
short months since Paul had first been there
(1 Thessalonians 2:13-16; 2 Thessalonians
1:4-8), & there may even have been some
who died by persecution (1 Thessalonians
4:13).
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Acts 17:1-9

The will of God

* By every evidence * And the saintsin
that we have, Paul Thessalonica were
& his companions certainly in God'’s
were in the will of will as they believed
God when they the gospel & they
entered the city endured faithfully
of Thessalonica, both the sufferings
& in what they did of Paul, those with
& said there. him, & their own.

Paul commended the Thessalonian believers for
these things. He even said they were ‘examples’!
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Acts 17:1-9

It's about who Christ is!

* Paul focused his * The first letter that
message to the Paul wrote to the
Jews & God-fearing young believers in
Gentiles in the city Thessalonica said
of Thessalonica that he & those with
on ‘who Christis’. him were destined

«He did not try to sell  for trials & those

them on the earthly believers in the city
benefits of believing  ©f Thessalonica had

— far from it! trials right away.
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Acts 17:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:13

Whatit's all about

*Does God promise  « The answer is... no.

to prevent problems, |
so that you will just What God does

sidestepor escape ~ Promise is that His
‘the worst of things’ grace is sufficient, &
in life? that He has provided
+ Does God promise for us the power in
to never put more Himself to deal with
on you than you the temptation, but

can handle? not to avoid it.
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Acts 17:1-9; Romans 8:28, 29

Why would God do such a thing?

*Why? Becauseit’'s * The day will arrive

all about trusting when we will all
God, abiding in see the Lord face
Christ, beholding to face, & we will be

Him, fellowshipping fully conformed to
with Christ, walking the image of Christ.
in the Spirit, & being . yntil then we are
filled with the Spirit - peing conformed to
from one moment Christ's image as
to the next, until He works all things
the day... together for good.
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Acts 17:1; Romans 1:16; 2:9,10: ‘to the Jew first’

Thessalonica... a synagogue

* As opposed to
Philippi, which did
not seem to have a
synagogue, likely
because of a lack of
ten Jewish men, the
city of Thessalonica
did have a Jewish
synagogue.

* The culture was
of generally Greek
cultural background,
ruled by Rome, with
a significant number
of Jews, who were
in the minority.

* Thessalonica was
not a Roman colony.
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ATypical Synagogue of the First Century — Ryrie Study Bible, NASU, pg 1264
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