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Acts 22:25 « It was illegal to beat

or scourge a Roman

Is it lawful? citizen without a full
trial, & the typical
*In the Roman penalty was death
Empire at this time, for all who were
there was an entire involved in beating
set of laws in place or scourging.

giving special rights
& protections to
those who were
Roman citizens,
often called
‘Romans’.

* The centurion
who was standing
by would certainly
know of these laws
powerfully protecting
Roman citizens.
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A typical wax on wood double tablet, as might

be used for non-military Roman citizenship
certificates, such as for Paul.
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Bronze ‘military diploma’ plaques,
as would typically be given to those
completing military service & given citizenship
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Acts 22:26
“What are you about to do?”

* Paul had askedthe < Everyone involved
centurion a question, in this unthinkable
& then the centurion  act will be shame-

asked the Roman fully slaughtered for
commander a this gross insult to
question: the Roman Empire!
* What are you * As Acts 16:28
about to do? shows, suicide
. The Centurion WOU|d be better
knows: this action than to stain the

is shamefully fatal! honor of the Empire!




image10.PNG
Acts 22:27-28

Citizenship is recorded in Rome & Tarsus

* Paul's Roman « Citizenship was also
citizenship was kept  evidenced by the
on the records in document given to
Rome & in Tarsus. the citizen, which
«In the ancientworld, ~ Might take a few
the list of citizens different forms.

was also known as < Falsely claiming
the ‘book of life’, that  citizenship also
is, the list of living & brought the death
honored citizens. penalty.
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Acts 22:27-28
« But Paul had been a

Citizenship by Roman citizen from

. o birth, through legal
bribery, or by birth? means, though we

* Claudius Lysius, are not given the
the commander, had ~ details as to how.
actually bought his * Either way, Roman
citizenship by paying  citizenship was very

a bribe to a Roman rare among Jews,
official, which was so that Claudius
not uncommon Lysias assumed
in the reign of Paul was not a

Emperor Claudius. Roman citizen.
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Acts 22:29

Well, no wonder!

« On the discovery « Even Claudius
that Paul was a Lysias, the Roman
Roman citizen, commander was
everyone quickly said to be afraid -
distanced them- & he feared for
selves from Paul & his very life!
even the Roman + Even the chains
commander, were coming off!

Claudius Lysias!
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Acts 22:30; June 3, 57 AD

Claudius Lysias ordered
the Sanhedrin to assemble

* The Romans always < The purpose for
held higher authority ~ Claudius Lysias to

than the Jewish order the Jewish
Sanhedrin, & that Sanhedrin to meet
was evidentin was to get at the
this case: truth about why the
+ Claudius Lysius Jewish mob had
ordered the Jewish accused Paul of
Sanhedrin to meet such a serious

that very day! offensel
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2 Corinthians 11:23defg-25

...in far more labors, in far more

imprisonments, beaten times without

number, often in danger of death. 24
Five times | received from the Jews thirty-nine

lashes. 25 Three times | was beaten with
rods, once | was stoned, three times | was

shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent
in the deep.
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Acts 22:22-30

Maximize rights or set them aside?

* So as a believer * What we see from
in Christ, should the book of Acts &
we always opt to the rest of the New
maximize our own Testament is that we
rights & privileges, are neither to hold
or should we justset  out for all of our
them all aside as if rights & privileges
we never had any nor to deny them

rights or privileges? consistently!
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Acts 22:22-30

Instead!

* Instead of just
carrying out some
consistent policy
of maximizing our
rights & privileges,
or of consistently
denying them, we
are to learn God’s
word, pray for
wisdom, & walk

in fellowship.

* God’s values &
principles rank
ahead of & above
what is legally
allowed or is
required by
the law of
the land,
wherever
that land
is located.




image17.PNG
Philippians 1:27a

Only conduct yourselves [politeuomai]
in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,...

Philippians 3:20

For our citizenship [politeumal] is in heaven,
from which also we eagerly wait for
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;...

Philippians 4:3

Indeed, true companion, | ask you also to help
these women* who have shared my struggle in
the cause of the gospel, together with Clement
also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose
names are in the book of life. “*Euodia & Syntyche
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Acts 22 & beyond

Even more astounding
things are ahead!

* Jesus Himself will * Paul will stand
stand alongside Paul  before two different
by the next night! Roman governors,

« Paul will be headed ~ ©ne of whom was
back to Caesarea, born a slave, &
which will be his before a husband

‘home’ for about & wife who were
two years. brother & sister!

And we will see the apostle Paul learn of his
heavenly blessings, seating & citizenship!
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Stairs to the Inner Outer Fortress

Double Gates Temple courtyard Antonia
. - - o :

Piﬁnacle of 7 Solomon’s 7 Eastern Solomon’s
the Temple Portico Gate Portico
The Temple in Jerusalem as it was during

the book of Acts (33 to 60 AD), from the east
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Acts 22:22-30

Astounding things are ahead!

* The apostle Paul will « Paul will soon tell
avoidanexceedingly  the Sanhedrin that

painful, physically he is a Pharisee,
dangerous scour- which will ‘set the
ging by bringing room ablaze’: the
up his Roman Sadducees versus
citizenship. the Pharisees.

We will discover that Paul has a sister &
a nephew in Jerusalem, who will
come to his aid - very soon!
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Acts 22:22-23

The Jews: Maximum Expression!

* The response of the
Jews to Paul saying
that he was sent to
the Gentiles was the
maximum possible
expression!

* They expressed that
he should die, & not
mildly, & they also
just cried out!

* Next, they threw
off their cloaks
(outer garments),
done to prepare for
stoning someone,
& threw dust in the
air (which was
likely present due
to the ongoing
temple upgrades).
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Acts 22:24; 23:26; 24:7, 22

Into the Fortress Antonia

* Claudius Lysias * The fortress typically
ordered Paul into housed at least 600
the Fortress Antonia, 22@&'}2};‘29&"
where the sold|er§ their commander.
would use scourging Thi ikely th
(Roman flagrum) to IS was likely the

attempt to painfully jg&%ﬂgg%ggﬁ re

drive a prisoner to beaten before His
tell the truth’ or at crucifixion, just 24
least wish they had. years earlier.




