	The Countries and Languages Reflected in Acts 2:9-11

	Country
	Local Dialects
	What is Known About Judaism ThereA-6

	1. Parthia

2. Media

3. Elam

4. Mesopotamia


	Aramaic, Parthian, Iranian
	It was to these countries in the East – in the area of modern-day Iran and Iraq – that the tribes of Israel were exiled over seven hundred years earlier under the Assyrians (722 B.C.) and later under the Babylonians (586 B.C.). Although they were given permission to return to Israel during the Persian empire (5th cent., B.C.), many chose to stay. By the time of the first century, the number of Jews in this region may have numbered in the hundreds of thousands.

	5. Judea
	Aramaic, Hebrew
	This was the Roman province to which Jerusalem belonged. Jews from all the surrounding villages streamed to Jerusalem for the festivals.

	6. Cappacodia

7. Pontus

8. Aisa

9. Phrygia

10. Pamphylia


	Numerous local dialects include Phrygian, Pisidian, Lydianm, Cerian, Lycian, Celtic, Lycaonian, and other.A-7
	These five countries were all ethnic territories within the Roman province of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). There are numerous literary texts and archaeological evidences illustrating the extensive Jewish presence in Asia Minor from the second century B.C. The earliest Jewish presence can be traced to the late sixth or fifth century B.C.

	11. Egypt
	Coptic
	This was the largest Jewish community in the world at that time. The largest community was in the city of Alexandria, where there may have been as many as a hundred thousand Jews.

	12. Libya (Cyrene)
	Latin, Numidian
	There is considerable evidence for Jewish presence in North Africa, especially in the city of Cyrene.

	13. Rome
	Latin
	Jews established a colony in Rome during the second century B.C. The Roman general Pompey brought a great number of Jews to the city from Palestine in 62 B.C. The Jewish population in Rome swelled to as high as twenty thousand by the first century A.D.

  Those who became Christians at Pentacost returned to Rome and planted the church there – the same church that Paul wrote to in his letter to the Romans.

	14. Crete
	Greek
	This large Greek island had a sizeable Jewish population dwelling primarily in the area of Gorytna. In the second century B.C. they faced persecution from the Cretans, but later secured Roman support. The first-century Jewish writer Philo said that the islands of Euboea, Cyprus, and Crete were “full of Jewish colonies.”A-8

	15. Arabia
	Nabatean (a branch of Aramaic), Aramaic, ArabicA-9
	This would refer to the Nabatean Arabs who lived to the east of the Jordan River and to the south of Palestine. Their capital was Petra, about fifty miles south of the Dead Sea. There is ample evidence of Jewish presence in the key cities (Petra, Hegra) and in the territory.A-10


Adapted from Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary: New Testament, Vol 2, page 233.  Adaptation is not a blanket approval by HHBC of all of the contents of these volumes.
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