4 Class Conditions Of If (NASU base, with added emphasis, notes & edits)
1.
1st class… “If and it’s assumed to be true” …assumed reality.

(ei with indicative mood verb in protasis; any mood or tense verb in the apodosis).

Colossians 3:1, 9  Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, [then] keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God… 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self [or ‘old man’] with its evil practices,…
Mark 4:23  "If anyone has ears to hear, [then] let him hear." (Mark 11:11: ‘since’
)
2
2nd class… “If and it’s assumed not to be true” …assumed unreality.

(ei with indicative mood verb in protasis; an with indicative mood verb in apodosis).

John 4:9-10  Therefore the Samaritan woman said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' [then] you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."  

Galatians 1:10  For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, [then] I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. (Galatians 2:16: ‘since’)
3.
3rd Class… “If and it might or might not be true” …condition of uncertainty and possibility.

(ean with subjunctive mood verb in the protasis; any mood or tense verb in the apodosis).

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, [then] He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Hebrews 10:38  But My righteous one shall live by faith;
And if he shrinks back, [then] My soul has no pleasure in him. (Hebrews 10:1, 19, 28: ‘since’)
4.
4th Class…“If and I wish it were true” …condition of wishful desirability.

(ei with optative mood verb; relatively less common in the Greek New Testament).

Acts 17:27  …that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; (Acts 17:24, 25: ‘since’)
1 Peter 3:14-15  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, [then] you are blessed, and do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled. (1 Peter 3:7; 4:1: ‘since’)
Three ‘if’, ‘then’ statements in Acts 24:1-12
There are about 300 ‘if’, ‘then’ statements in the New Testament.  None of them should be taken as ‘since’, which is a different line of logic, rhetoric, and vocabulary
 in the culture and in the Greek text of the New Testament.  
Acts 24:5 (NASU, with implied words in brackets)

Festus then answered that Paul was being kept in custody at Caesarea and that he himself was about to leave shortly. 5 "Therefore," he said, "let the influential men among you go there with me, and if
 there is anything wrong about the man, [then] let them prosecute him."

Acts 25:11 (NASU, with implied words in brackets)
"If
, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, [then] I do not refuse to die; but if
 none of those things is true of which these men accuse me, [then] no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar."                  
� Note the use of ‘since’ in the immediate or nearby context.  In the Greek language and culture of the New Testament, “if, ‘then’ statements are distinct, and are not to be taken as the English ‘since’.  ‘Since’, in the Greek text is a different grammar, vocabulary and intent than ‘if’, ‘then’ statements.
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� If, and it is assumed to be true for the sake of following the argument, even though it is not in fact true – there is not anything wrong about Paul.





� If, and it is assumed to be true for the sake of argument, even though it is not in fact true, but Paul is not a wrongdoer and he has not in fact done anything worthy of death.


 


� If, and it is assumed to be true for the sake of argument, and is in fact true – none of these things of which Paul is charged is true. 
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