
Repent or Repentance in the book of Acts
The word ‘repent’ (verb) in the original Greek language meant to change one’s mind.  ‘Repentance’ (noun) meant the changing of one’s mind.  But the context in the end of the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts provides additional depth of meaning for these words.  This passage from the Gospel of Luke sets the context for the Book of Acts, also written by Dr. Luke.  
Luke 24:44-49 (NASU)
Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  45 Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ [the Messiah] would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.  49 And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high [with the Holy Spirit: see also Acts 1:1-11]."
The critical insight regarding the Luke passage above and the Book of Acts is this: In a church age evangelistic context, ‘to repent’ means to change one’s mind so as to believe the gospel of salvation.  ‘The repentance’ is the changing of one’s mind so as to believe the gospel of salvation.
When repent and repentance are used in the context of John the Baptist, in the gospels or in the book of Acts, the words do not have the full sense of ending in belief in the gospel of salvation as presented by the apostles in Acts 2 to Acts 28.  Acts chapter 19 will make that clear.  The disciples of John the Baptist must still believe the church age gospel of salvation so as to be saved, and to receive, as an aspect of their position, the Holy Spirit.    
Acts 2:38 (NASU, as all the rest quoted below)
Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for [upon] the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 
Acts 3:19

"Therefore repent, and return, so that your sins may be wiped away [blotted out], in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;"
Acts 5:31

"He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance [noun] to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."
Acts 8:22

"Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you."
Acts 11:18

When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, "Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life."
Acts 13:24

"…after John had proclaimed before His coming a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel."
Acts 17:30

"Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent…"
Acts 19:4

Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus."
Acts 20:21

…solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Acts 26:20

…but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even  to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.
Again, the critical insight regarding the Luke passage above and the Book of Acts is this: In a church age evangelistic context, ‘to repent’ means to change one’s mind so as to believe the gospel of salvation.  ‘The repentance’ is the changing of one’s mind so as to believe the gospel of salvation.

‘Turn’ in the Book of Acts

The word that is translated ‘turn’, ‘turned’, ‘turning’ or ‘return’ in the book of Acts in an evangelistic context and word meaning is translated from the Greek word epistrephō.   It means to ‘convert’ or ‘be converted’, and it always includes faith and believing in these contexts in Acts.   This meaning of the word including belief in Acts is shown in Acts 11:21 (see below), and is sometimes coupled with words that also include belief in their definition, such as ‘repent’ in Acts 3:19 (see below).  

Acts 3:19 (NASU, as are all quotes in this document)

"Therefore repent
 and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;

Acts 3:26

"For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways."

Acts 9:35

And all who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 

Acts 11:21

And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.

Acts 14:15

…and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them."

Acts 15:19

"Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles,…"

Acts 26:18

‘…to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'  

Acts 26:20

…but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even  to the Gentiles, that they should repent1 and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance1. 

Acts 28:27 (Quoting Isaiah 6:10; also quoted in Matthew 13:15 and John 12:40)

For the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, 

and they have closed their eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I would heal them."

� ‘Repent’ in the book of Acts means ‘to change one’s mind, ending in belief’ (a verb).  The related noun, ‘repentance’, refers to the change of mind, ending in belief.  
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