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Brief Review

In the last lesson, 

1) An understanding of the identification truths is essential to grasping the meaning of our unfathomable riches in Christ (Ephesians 1:3; 3:8).
  
2) In Christ, we are redeemed and forgiven, so as to be justified (Romans 3:24; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14)

Here are several essential passages offering insights on forgiveness: 

Acts 10:43
"Of Him [Christ] all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins."

Ephesians 1:7-8
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses [the trespasses of us], according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight…

Colossians 1:13-14
For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of                      His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 2:13-14
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Trespasses or sins – which is it (Ephesians 2:1)?

Trespasses were seen as a ‘being off of the path of righteousness and fellowship’, a ‘crossing over the line’.  

Sins were seen as a ‘missing the mark’.  The righteousness of God is the target, and we human beings totally missed it.  

Further, trespasses and sins were seen as a debt owed to God. This is reflected in the Sermon on the Mount, in what is commonly called the Lord’s prayer: 

Matthew 6:12
'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.’
Why are trespasses and sins such a massive a problem?
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why can’t God just stop being so uptight about sins?  Why can’t God just ‘let it go’?
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Was it really necessary for God to do something so drastic and profoundly painful as the crucifixion in order for us to have forgiveness of sins and trespasses?  Couldn’t an infinite and all-wise God have thought of something else?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since Jesus died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2; 4:14), wasn’t everybody forgiven at that point?  What does believing in Christ or being ‘in Christ’ have to do with it?
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