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James5: 1-6
1 Come now, yourich, weep andhowlforyourmiserieswhichare coming
uponyou.
2 Yourricheshave rottedandyourgarmentshave become moth-eaten.
3 Yourgoldandyoursilverhave rusted; andtheirrustwillbe a witnessagainst
youandwillconsume yourfleshlike fire. Itisinthe lastdaysthatyouhave
storedup yourtreasure!
4 Behold, the payofthe laborerswhomowedyourfields, andwhichhasbeen
withheldbyyou, criesoutagainstyou; andthe outcryofthose whodidthe
harvestinghasreachedthe earsofthe LordofSabaoth.
5 Youhave livedluxuriouslyonthe earthandleda life ofwantonpleasure; you
have fattenedyourheartsina dayofslaughter.
6 Youhave condemnedandputtodeaththe righteousman; he doesnotresist
you.
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James 5:1-3 a,b

1 Come now, yourich, weep andhowlforyourmiserieswhichare cominguponyou. 2 Yourricheshave
rottedandyourgarmentshave become moth-eaten. 3: a,b Yourgoldandyoursilverhave rusted; andtheir
rustwillbe a witnessagainstyouandwillconsume yourfleshlike fire. Itisinthe lastdaysthatyouhave
storedup yourtreasure!

1. Who is James addressing here? In your initial opinion, are these ungodly people or godly people?

§ Are believersaddressedinVs. 1?
§ J. VernonMcGee: quotingJohnCalvin; came toagree thatVs. 1-6 are tothe ungodly/ unbelievers
§ Supportforthis: canmiseriesbe directedtothose inChrist? Cana believer’sheartbe ‘fattenedina

dayofslaughter’ (v. 5)? Willa believerbe ‘slaughteredforstoringup andhoardingriches?
§ Jamesbeginsepistle toscatteredJewishbelieverswhoare experiencingtrials, theyare toendure the

trials... Wouldthe fabulouslyrichwhoescapedJerusalem because ofRomanpersecutionexperience
these trials? Wouldn’ttheirrichesbe able tobuythem outoftrials? Whythen, wouldJamesbe
concernedwiththe above richmen’sbeingable toendure trialsinChap. 1?

§ Therefore: 5:1-6 seemstobe a shortvignette, a briefmonologue to: addressthe ungodly
§ He addressesthe ungodlytoshowhisflock, hisbrethrenthatGodrealizesandacknowledgesthese

filthyrichmenwere responsible forJames’sflock’ssufferings. He doesthisforthe benefitofhis
Christianreaders[Stulac, citedinConstable notes] Ineffect: Godwillcircle backtothese menand
judge:

§ "Like anOT prophetJamesdenouncesthe wantonluxuryofthe rich, warningoftheircomingdoom.”
(Adamson, quotedbyConstable)
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James 5:1-3 a,b

1 Come now, yourich, weep andhowlforyourmiserieswhichare cominguponyou. 2 Yourricheshave
rottedandyourgarmentshave become moth-eaten. 3: a,b Yourgoldandyoursilverhave rusted; andtheir
rustwillbe a witnessagainstyouandwillconsume yourfleshlike fire. Itisinthe lastdaysthatyouhave
storedup yourtreasure!

2. The background to Verses 1-3:

§ Jesus’s words: “Do notstore up foryourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rustdestroy, and
where thievesbreakinandsteal. Butstore up foryourselvestreasuresinheaven, where neithermothnor
rustdestroys, and where thieves donotbreak in orsteal; forwhere yourtreasure is, there yourheartwill
be also.” [Mat6:19-21]

§ Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on yourguard againstevery form ofgreed; fornoteven when
one has an abundance does his life consistofhis possessions.” And He told them a parable, saying,
“The landofa richmanwasveryproductive. Andhe beganreasoningtohimself, saying, ‘WhatshallI do,
since I have noplace tostore my crops?’ Then he said, ‘This is whatI willdo: I willteardown my barns
and build largerones, and there I willstore allmy grain and my goods. And I willsay tomy soul, “Soul,
youhave manygoodslaidup formanyyearstocome; take yourease, eat, drinkandbe merry.”’ ButGod
said tohim, ‘You fool! This very nightyoursoulis required ofyou; and nowwhowillown whatyou have
prepared?’ Soisthe manwhostoresup treasure forhimself, andisnotrichtowardGod.” [Luke 12:14-21]

§ “Sellyourpossessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do notwearout, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thiefcomes nearnormoth destroys. Forwhere yourtreasure is,
there yourheartwillbe also. [Luke 12:33-34]
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James 5:1-3 a,b

1 Come now, yourich, weep andhowlforyourmiserieswhichare cominguponyou. 2 Yourricheshave
rottedandyourgarmentshave become moth-eaten. 3: a,b Yourgoldandyoursilverhave rusted; andtheir
rustwillbe a witnessagainstyouandwillconsume yourfleshlike fire.

2. Bonus Question: What did God institute to have earthly goods rot, be destroyed by moths and rust?

§ The 2nd Law ofThermodynamics is how He has itaccomplished naturally... It’s mostlikely instituted as a
consequence oforiginalSin

§ 1st Law: states thatenergy cannotbe created nordestroyed, underany circumstances, butcan transfer
from one form toanother... ΔU = q+w

§ The Second Law also states thatthere is a naturaltendency ofany isolated system to degenerate into a
more disorderedstate

§ Whoputthe energyintothe system tobeginwith?

3. What is God’s intended principle for the use of money

§ Primarily: UsedforHisglory- also:
§ Putto profitable use (McCalley). Itis to be in movementand notsitand accumulate (e.g. the wealthy

landownerbuildingbiggerbarns...)
§ Mat. 25: the servantgiven 1 talentburies itin the ground untilhis masterreturned (this was evil) butthe

servantwiththe 5 talentsdoubledthe master’smoney. . . [ ROI = 100%]
§ Tosum the supplyofmoney, M1, istomove throughone’shandstodoproductive, godlythings, M2
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James 5:1-3 a,b

1 Come now, yourich, weep andhowlforyourmiserieswhichare cominguponyou. 2 Yourricheshave
rottedandyourgarmentshave become moth-eaten. 3: a,b Yourgoldandyoursilverhave rusted; andtheir
rustwillbe a witnessagainstyouandwillconsume yourfleshlike fire.

2. Wealth in the 1st Century Roman economy was comprised mainly of 3 types of goods: garments, oil &
corn, and gold & silver possession

§ ‘yourricheshave rotted’: oilandcornwill rot ifstored; notputtouse
§ Garments: ifsittingina closet, willbe the food of moths. Garmentswere giftedandwere heirloomedifthe

ownerpassedaway. Christ’sgarmentswere evenvaluable, whathappenedtothem?
§ Gold& silver: rusts, whichisprobablyinmodernlanguage: corrodes[McCalley, Constable]

3. What is meant by the gold/silver’s corrosion/ rust will be a witness against them?

§ The gold and silver they have stored up will become cankered, and the rust of them will become a witness
against them, testifying to the greed and covetousness that led them to lay up vast stores of useless pelf
that might have been used to the glory of God in alleviating human misery; or, if the heart had been right, in
furthering the work of the kingdom of God. [H.A. Ironside; SelectedNotesonJames]

§ RememberJames 1: 10,11: and the rich man is to glory in his humiliation, because like flowering
grass he willpass away. [cf. ‘all flesh is like grass.. It withers...the flower falls off’ I Pet. 1:24] Forthe
sun rises with a scorching wind and withers the grass; and its flowerfalls offand the beauty ofits
appearance isdestroyed; sotoothe richmaninthe midstofhispursuitswillfade away.
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3c. Itisinthe lastdaysthatyouhave storedup yourtreasure!
James 5: 3(c.)
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James 5: 4,5

4 Behold, the payofthe laborerswhomowedyourfields, andwhichhasbeenwithheldbyyou, criesoutagainst
you; andthe outcryofthose whodidthe harvestinghasreachedthe earsofthe LordofSabaoth. 5 Youhave lived
luxuriouslyonthe earthandleda life ofwantonpleasure; youhave fattenedyourheartsina dayofslaughter.

1. Source ofVerse 4:

§ “YOU SHALL NOT OPPRESS A HIRED SERVANT WHO IS POOR AND NEEDY, WHETHER HE IS ONE OF YOUR
COUNTRYMEN OR ONE OF YOUR ALIENS WHO IS IN YOUR LAND IN YOUR TOWNS. YOU SHALL GIVE HIM HIS
WAGES ON HIS DAY BEFORE THE SUN SETS, FOR HE IS POOR AND SETS HIS HEART ON IT; SO THAT HE WILL
NOT CRY AGAINST YOU TO THE LORD AND IT BECOME SIN IN YOU.” DEUT. 24:14,15

§ Eventhoughwe are notunderthe Law, itshowswhatGod’smindandheartisonthe matterofhiring
andpaymentofservices.

§ The rich man’s job forhire was the poor/needys life-line in many cases they depended on the money
youpayforfood, clothing, shelter; withholding/ squabblingaboutthe moneyisimmoral.

§ The poorwere not able to call Backus & Schanker, P.C. to bring theircase against the wealthy
employer, theyhadnoadvocate. But: theycriedouttoGod. [Badnewsforthe wealthy, greedyman]

§ Withholdingpayandhavinga bountifulsupplyofcropstosell: isa tremendousmultipliertothe rich’s
man’sbalance sheet. Thissortofthinghappenstooofteninmymountaintown, the value addedtoa
multi-milliondollarsecondorthirdvacationhome istremendous, butthe laborerdoesnotgetpaid.

§ Theory: many ofJames’s Jerusalem church’s flock fled the increasingRoman persecution, and they
were working where they landed and had this very problem. James is advocating fortheircause
here.
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James 5: 4,5

4 Behold, the payofthe laborerswhomowedyourfields, andwhichhasbeenwithheldbyyou, criesoutagainst
you; andthe outcryofthose whodidthe harvestinghasreachedthe earsofthe LordofSabaoth. 5 Youhave lived
luxuriouslyonthe earthandleda life ofwantonpleasure; youhave fattenedyourheartsina dayofslaughter.

1. Verse 5:

§ This unrighteous rich man is very similartothe rich man ofLuke 16 and the Parable ofthe Rich Man
andLazarus

§ Lazarus’smasterisdescribed: “habituallydressedinpurple andfine linen, joyouslylivingin splendor
everyday.” Luk16:19

§ Garments: here isanexample of1stcenturywealthasdescribedbefore
§ J.V. McGee: theorizes thatLazarus’s horrid condition is somehowrelated tothe Rich Man; the Rich

Manwasresponsible forit. Didhe withholdwagesandLazarusdeclinedinhealth, vigoruntilhe was
physicallyunable toevenwalk?

§ Notjustlivingwith wealth, butluxuriously- tryphaō living‘delicately’, livinga softlife. The interlinear
hasliving‘daintily’.

§ ADD TO THAT: ‘living a life ofwaton pleasure’ allone verb: spatalaō. Which adds the conceptof
‘voluptuous-ness’

§ I think: chiffonandlace, bonbons, trufflesandcream, champagne andcaviar....
§ McGee: God doesn’tcondemn wealth, but1) the mannerin which you gotitand 2) what’s done with

it. Lazarus’sRichManandJas. 5:5’srichmanishoardinghismoney
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James 5: 4,5

4 Behold, the payofthe laborerswhomowedyourfields, andwhichhasbeenwithheldbyyou, criesoutagainst
you; andthe outcryofthose whodidthe harvestinghasreachedthe earsofthe LordofSabaoth. 5 Youhave lived
luxuriouslyonthe earthandleda life ofwantonpleasure; youhave fattenedyourheartsina dayofslaughter.

1. The Result of Living in Luxury and Wanton pleasure:

§ Eatingbonbons, cream, champagne andcavierleadstoweightgain, andmostlikely, pericardial fat!
§ James 5:1-6 is notonly a denunciation ofill-gotten riches, butan admonition tothe wanton rich: you

are becomingfoie gras forGod’srighteousconsumption.... Don’tdoit
§ A fattenedgoose anda fattenedcoware headedforbadtimesahead

2. Review: James is telling the godly they live in a godless world and the rich will oppress, impose
hardships on them, take advantage of them, it's the consequence of being in the world. [McGee]
§ “Inthe worldyouwillhave tribulation; butbe ofgoodcheer, I have overcome the world.” Jn16:33
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James 5:
6

6 Youhave condemnedandputtodeaththe righteousman; he doesnotresist
you.

1. Lawfare against the Christian:

§ Again: the richmanisable totriumphagainstthe poorwage-earnerincourt. The laborerisnoteven
able tomake a legalplea incourt.

§ The workerneeds his wages forbasicsustenance and ifitis withheld, they can die (Constable) and
McGee hasLazarusinhisdire conditiondue toa similarsituation

§ Verse 6’s charge by God against the rich, wealth hoarding man is more tremendous that those
previoustothis (Wm. Kelly; Expositionofthe Epistle ofJames, p. 175) andthismakesthe rich man’s
guiltevenlessexcusable byGod, because ourpoorlaborerisnotevenable tochallenge him

§ Itis importantto note the King James verision here: the rich landowneris keeping Verse 4’s back
wages forhimselfby fraud and this throws the situation intoa legalissue- butbe ofgood cheer, the
case willbe heardbyGodHimself

§ Courtwillbe in session in Verse 6: the Comingofthe Lord. One criticalfeature ofChrist’s Millennial
Kingdom isHispersonaljudgement- He isthere physically, bodilyasJudge, juryandExecutioner

§ But: He willjudge righteously


