[image: image1.png]What ‘we’ have observed in 1 John 1:1-4

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you
also, so that you too may have fellowship

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.




[image: image2.png]What ‘we’ did in response in 1 John 1:1-4

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you
also, so that you too may have fellowship

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.



[image: image3.png]Why ‘we’ proclaimed & wrote in 1 John 1:1-4

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with
the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what
we have seen and heard we proclaim to you
also, so that you too may have fellowship

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.




[image: image4.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life--

In Genesis 1:1 & John 1:1, “In the beginning”,
was the time God spoke the present creation
into existence. But here it points to the

beginning of the introduction of the gospel
(confirmed by John'’s use of the same phrase
in 1 John 2:7,13, 14, 24 & 3:11). Johnis
writing these things to believers (1 John 5:13)




[image: image5.png]The form of 1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning,

what we have heard,

what we have seen with our eyes,

what we have looked at and
touched with our hands,

concerning the Word of Life--



[image: image6.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning,

what we have heard,

what we have seen with our eyes,

what we have looked at and
touched with our hands,

concerning the Word of Life--

The ones John called ‘we’ were the ones
who had heard, seen, looked at & touched

the things concerning the Word of Life.
These were the apostles, the ones who
walked with the Lord day by day.




[image: image7.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning,

what we have heard,

what we have seen with our eyes,

what we have looked at and
touched with our hands,

concerning the Word of Life--

The Greek words translated ‘heard’ & ‘seen’
are in the perfect tense, so having heard &
having seen were completed, but the results

are ongoing. John was saying that what Jesus
had said was still ringing in the apostles’ ears
& what they had seen was in their minds’ eye




[image: image8.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning,

what we have heard,

what we have seen with our eves,

what we have looked at and
touched with our hands,

concerning the Word of Life--

John refers to three senses (hearing, seeing &
touching), twice being very physically specific:

“with our eyes”, “with our hands”. ‘Seen’ (horad)

means to view to gain insight, & ‘looked at’
(theaomai) means to behold, looking closely,
understanding the significance of what's seen).
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[image: image10.png]Remember John 1:147?

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among

us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The word in John 1:14 translated “we saw”
(KJV: beheld) is the same one translated

“looked at” in 1 John 1:1 (Greek:theaomai)



[image: image11.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life--

John repeatedly called Christ ‘the Word’,
varying the words that went alongside.




[image: image12.png]John the apostle uniquely calls Christ “the Word”
John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

1 John 1:1
What was from the beginning, what we have

heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life--

Revelation 19:13b
...and His name is called The Word of God.




[image: image13.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life--

John is very clear about the character of
the Word of Life — Jesus Christ: as John
& the others in close company with Christ

lived right alongside Him, even witnessing
Christ's death & resurrection & ascension
into the heavenlies first hand, John was
emphatic that He was very real!




[image: image14.png]1 John 1:1

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of Life--

The Greek of the end of verse 1 literally says,
“the Word of the Life”. What does that tell us?
John understood Jesus Christ — the one with

whom he & the other apostles walked & lived
& talked & ate - as the singular expression of
God Himself, who was also the one source of
spiritual life, that is, true life.




[image: image15.png]Christ, after He was resurrected,
appeared as told in John 20:24-25

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25 So the other disciples were saying
to him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said
to them, "Unless | see in His hands the imprint
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of
the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will

not believe."



[image: image16.png]John 20:26-29

After eight days His disciples were again
inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came,
the doors having been shut, and stood in
their midst and said, "Peace be with you."
27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here
with your finger, and see My hands; and
reach here your hand and put it into My side;
and do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28 Thomas answered and said to Him,

"My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to
him, "Because you have seen Me, have
you believed? Blessed are they who did

not see, and yet believed."



[image: image17.png]1 John 1:2

and the life was manifested, and we have seen
and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was manifested

to us--

John 21:1
After these things Jesus manifested Himself

again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias,
and He manifested Himself in this way...
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[image: image19.png]1 John 1:2

and the life was manifested, and we have seen

and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was manifested
to us--

Why both testify & proclaim? Both are verbal
or written expressions, but ‘to testify’ is to tell
the truth about something, & to proclaim is to

make the message quite public. These are
exactly the things the apostles did (Acts 9:20;
1 John 4:14).




[image: image20.png]1 John 1:2

and the life was manifested, and we have seen

and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was manifested

to us--

The Greek text at the end of the 2nd line
literally says “the life, the eternal”, having the
idea “the life, [that is], the eternal one’. Why?
John wrote about “life” over a dozen times in
this letter. He recognized the unfathomable

value of Real Life! But when John says that
Christ is eternal, his meaning goes beyond
just ‘infinite in time’ to convey that Christ is

Real Life: enduring, changeless, a certain hope




[image: image21.png]Jesus Christ as ‘the Life’ in 1 John 1:1-2

What was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the Word of the Life-- 2 and the Life
was manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the Life, that is, the Eternal One,
which was with the Father and was manifested
to us—

Christ, who is ‘the Life’ of us, in Colossians 3:3-4

For you have died and the Life of you is
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ,
who is the Life of us, is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with Him in glory.



[image: image22.png]Would you like to worry awhile?




[image: image23.png]Christ, the Life, in John 14:1-6

Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in Me. 2 "In My Father's
house are many dwelling places; if it were not
s0, | would have told you; for | go to prepare a
place for you. 3"If | go and prepare a place
for you, | will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you may be
also. 4 "And you know the way where | am
going." 5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do
not know where You are going, how do we
know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "l am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father but through Me.



[image: image24.png]John is also issuing a critical warning

« Saying that Christis « Saying that Christ

not actual & real is didn't actually die &

a spiritual dead end. resurrect physically
+ Saying that Christ in a real body is

is only spiritually or ~ also a spiritual

mystically true is a dead end.

spiritual dead end. « Saying that we can
find life in anyone
or anything else is
a spiritual dead end.



[image: image25.png]Revealing the form of 1 John 1:3 4

what we have seen and heard
we proclaim fo you also,

so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

These things

so that our joy may be made complete.



[image: image26.png]1 John 1:3,4

what we have seen and heard we proclaim to
you also, so that you too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.

These words summarize the first two verses
in order to tell us the Why are we doing this'?

questions addressed in the rest of verse 3 &
in verse 4.
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[image: image28.png]The ‘really big becauses’ given in 1 John 1:3-4

what we have seen and heard we proclaim to
you also, so that you too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with

the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy

may be made complete.



[image: image29.png]Revealing the form of 1 John 1:3 4

what we have seen and heard
we proclaim to you also,

so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

These things
we write,

so that our joy may be made complete.
John's purpose in telling us is for fellowship

among us who believe, our joint fellowship
with Christ & the Father, & for full & total joy!




[image: image30.png]Revealing the form of 1 John 1:3 4

what we have seen and heard
we proclaim to you also,

so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

These things
we write,

so that our joy may be made complete.

John has invited us to join in the very same
fellowship that the apostles themselves had
with each other because of knowing Christ




[image: image31.png]Revealing the form of 1 John 1:3 4

what we have seen and heard
we proclaim to you also,

so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

These things
we write,

so that our joy may be made complete.
The fellowship that John invited us to join is

not only among humans, but with the Father
& with Jesus Christ, His Son —in whom we are




[image: image32.png]Revealing the form of 1 John 1:3 4

what we have seen and heard
we proclaim to you also,

so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

These things
we write,

so that our joy may be made complete.
This joy to which John has invited us is not

simply a modest improvement. It is total & full
& complete - & not from earthly circumstances!




[image: image33.png]What's the point of all this?

* Paul wrote that » John wrote that
as we behold the when Christ walked
Lord through His this earth, he & the
written word, we apostles did behold
are changed from His glory (John 1:14)
glory to glory (2 + We are therefore
Corinthians 3:18) changed from glory

* God'’s written word to glory as we read

is His glory growth & hear of John
tool in our lives! beholding Christ



[image: image34.png]Where does this all end... or does it?

* Here in today’s « It is a fellowship the
passage (1 John apostles shared with
1:1-4), we find that one another, & with
John's beholding, the Father of glory

touching & hearing & with Jesus Christ,
Christ -the Life, the His glorious Son

eternalOne-isa . That is not a joy that
continuously open disappoints, but is
invitation for us to full, complete, total,

join inafellowship... & eternal — the Life!
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