[image: image1.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation ~ 3000BC 2000 BC 0100 AD
Abralham Jews exiled
Moses to Babylon
The prior in 586 BC
handout had this David New
same slide on a Testament
larger scale, in
case you find Saul > David > Solomon
that helpful. Each reigned about 40 yrs

then the kingdom divided



[image: image2.png]Views of History:

» Materialist: History is either
random & meaningless or
mechanical & meaningless.

» Eastern Philosophy /
Religion: Rooted in
reincarnation, history
is repeatedly cyclical.

+ Biblical Christianity:
History is linear. ltis
aimed towards a purpose —
God’s purpose (Eph. 3:11)!




[image: image3.png]Ephesians 1:9-10 Expanded & Explained

He, the Father, made known to us in the
Church, through the apostles and prophets,
the previously unrevealed mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He, the
Father, purposed in Christ 10 from the plan
and perspective of God’s administration of

all things, which we now know includes the
Church, toward the full completion and final
stage of the earthly times, that is, the summing
up and bringing into submission of all things in
Christin the Millennial Kingdom, including all the
things in the heavens and things on the earth.



[image: image4.png]Principle: Match the
right background to the text

« However factual, the historical & cultural
background information must also fit the
text in 1) time, 2) place & 3) culture, so
as to illuminate the meaning — not to
eliminate the meaning of the text.

» Matching the right background to
the text requires that we respect the
inspiration & authority of Scripture, &
take each text in its normal, literal sense.



[image: image5.png]Genesis & Revelation: Some Contrasts

Genesis

Heavens & earth created (1:1)
Sun created (1:16)

The night established (1:5)
The seas created (1:10)
Serpent on earth (3:1ff)

The curse given (3:14-17)
Death enters history (3:19)
Driven from the tree (3:24)
Sorrow & pain begin (3:17)

Revelation

New heavens & earth (21:1)
No need of the sun (21:23)
No night there (21:25; 22:5)
No more seas (21:1)

Serpent in lake of fire (20:10)
No more curse (22:3)

No more death (21:4)
Restored to the tree (22:14)
No more sorrow or pain (21:4)



[image: image6.png]Lifetimes of the Patriarchs in Genesis
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[image: image7.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

* Adam was created * The next major
on the sixth day of pivotal event was the
creation, alongwith his Flood, which took
wife, Eve (Genesis 2). place in the days of

« After that came the Noah, just after the
Fall of Adam (Genesis death of Methuselah
3), & all mankind with  (Genesis 6-9).
him (Romans 5:12).



[image: image8.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

* Men sought to build
the tower of Babel,
which God
confounded by
introducing
languages (Gen.10).



[image: image9.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation ~ 3000 BC  2000BC 1000 BC 0100 AD
1 ... .
« God’s covenant « With the time of

with Abraham Abraham we begin
(begun in Genesis to see more general
12) is the basis for correspondence

the outworking of between secular
His purposes in all & biblical accounts

of human history. of human history.



[image: image10.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

< Abraham, Isaac & Jacob constitute a series
of patriarchs who had similarities of culture,
a number of points of general confirmation
in the historical data, & proceeded from the
covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12) to the
founding of the nation of Israel (Genesis 50).
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Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 1000 BC 0100 AD

» So how did the * Old Testament
people & events written

which took place
from Creation to * New Testament

about 1400 BC written _
get into the Old
Testament?



[image: image12.png]Written records in ancient times

* The earliest written
records we have
are of the clay
tablet type.

* We have scrolls &
other animal skin &
papyrus documents
& marked pottery
from later periods
in Bible history.
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» A likely explanation of the source of the
Book of Genesis is called the “tablet theory”,
proposed by P.J. Wiseman (1936) & updated
by his son D. J. Wiseman, (Ancient Records
& the Structure of Genesis, 1985) & further
supported by R. K . Harrison (Infroduction to
the Old Testament, 1969) & Dwayne Garrett
(Rethinking Genesis, 1991), among others.



[image: image14.png]Key points so far...

* As we examine » The languages,
Scripture, we will histories & cultures of
want to understand Genesis varied from
the Janguage, history  beginning to end.

& culture of each « But we also see that

passage, which history matters & that
forms the complete there are promises
context. yet to be fulfilled &

really big problems
yet to be resolved.



[image: image15.png]“Toledoth tags”

» “This is the record of...” would often be
written on the colophon (edge writing)

Tablet Genesis Passage Possible Author

1 1:1-24a God revealed to Adam?
2 2:4b-51a Adam

3 51b-6:9a Noah

4 6:9b—-10:1a Shem, Ham & Japheth
5 10:1b—11:10a Shem

6 11:10b - 11:27a Terah

7 11:27b - 25:19a Isaac

8 25:12-25:18 Ishmael, through Isaac
9 25:19b —37:2a Jacob

10 36:1-36:43 Esau through Jacob
11 37:2b—end Jacob’s sons
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