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[image: image2.png]Before Jesus’ birth

* The New Testament
records that Mary
& Josephwere
betrothed (legally
engaged) & living
in the town of
Nazareth,
when Mary was
approached by
the angel Gabriel
(Luke 1:26-38).

« The Roman census,

required them to go
to the home of their
ancestors, & that
would take them

to Bethlehem.

If they followed the
Jewish tradition, they
would have traveled
around Samaria to
go to Bethlehem,
likely along the
Jordan River.



[image: image3.png]Typical Jewish house configuration
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for guests created by a
temporary wall & either
a carved or natural cave



[image: image4.png]Shepherds near Bethlehem

» Shepherds in the
area of Bethlehem
may have been
among those
raising sheep as
temple sacrifices.

* They were of low
esteem in the
culture of New
Testament times.



[image: image5.png]Herod & the wise men (magi)

* Herod the Great in
Matthew 2 fits with
what is known of
him from records
outside of Scripture.

» The magi came from
Parthia asking about
the birth of the King
of the Jews (possibly
from Numbers 24:17).



[image: image6.png]In the temple at age twelve

* Luke 2:41-52 records
for us a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem involving
Jesus, Joseph, Mary
& the teachers at the
temple.

* The entire account
fits with culture of the
time, except Jesus’
level of understanding.



[image: image7.png]A carpenter in Nazareth

» Jesus was the son

of a carpenter, so by
tradition, would have
carried on his father’s
trade (Matthew 13:55;
Mark 6:3), which may
have been done in the
same one room house
in which the family lived
or in a shop on the side.



[image: image8.png]Jesus enters His ministry

» At about 30 years
of age (Luke 3:23),
Jesus entered His
ministry, focusing
most of his time in
the areas of Galilee
& Jerusalem, almost
entirely toward the
Jews.



[image: image9.png]Selection of Jesus’ disciples

» Jesus’ disciples » Matthew was a tax
were all Jewish men  collector (Matthew
(Matthew 10:2-4; 9:9), Simon a Zealot

Mark 3:16-19; Luke (Luke 6:15); James &
6:12-16), who were John were brothers

substantially from (Mark 3:17) & were
Galilee (Acts 2:7). fishermen, & Judas
« These men were, Iscariot, the disciples’

however, diverse in  treasurer, betrays
some other ways: Christ (Luke 6:16).



[image: image10.png]The character of Christ’'s ministry

» Christ focused His & His
disciples’ ministry upon
Israel (Matthew 10:6; 15:24);
being those who were the
“lost sheep” (Psalm 119:76;
Jeremiah 50:4-7; Ezekiel 34;
Luke 15:1-7), “tax collectors
& sinners” (Matthew 9:10,
11; 11:19; Mark 2:15,16;
Luke 5:30; 7:34; 15:1).



[image: image11.png]The character of Christ’'s ministry

» Christ was * He encountered
often at odds these groups most
with the various often as He set
religious & pro- things straight at the
Roman or anti- temple or when they
Roman political confronted Him (e.g.,
groups in Israel Mark 12:13-17; Luke
(e.g., Matthew 20:19-26; 27-46), but
5:43:16:6; 23:1- at times they would

36; Mark 3:6). seek Him out.



[image: image12.png]Of the culture or counter-culture?

» Understanding the + That perspective will
history & culture allow us to understand
behind the gospels  what was said & done
will allow us to see  far more clearly — both

innumerable rich for those things that
insights into the are in line with the
inspired word culture & for those
of God (2 things that are in
Timothy sharp contrast

3:16,17). with the culture.



[image: image13.png]The cultural medium of message

» Even though we will
find that Christ & the
inspired authors of
Scripture will at
various points call
believers out of the
human culture & to
a life based upon
Christ’s personal
history...

+ they will do so with

words, phrases,
illustrations, &
figures of speech
drawn from the
human culture &
developed withinthe
context of human
history fitting with
that date & time.
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» Jesus, being a
carpenter, used an
illustration others
would understand
as well: a speck &
abeaminone’s eye
(Matthew 7:1-5).

» Beams were mostly
shaped by hand &
visible in the ceiling.
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» Two women working
a handmill was so
common, essential to
life, & longstanding a
Jewish practice (see
Deuteronomy 24:6)
that everyone would
understand Christ’s
illustration (Matthew
24:41), & larger
millstones were also
common (Luke 17:2).



[image: image16.png]» Least commonly
eaten were fresh fish There’s fish &
(often called ichthus, then there’s fish. .
per Luke 5:6; 24:42).

» Next most common + But quite often,
was fish that was dried  throughout the

in stacks, with layers Roman Empire,
of salt between layers people ate fish
of fish, or on racks that was ground
(often called ichthus up, fermented
per Matthew 14:19, & applied as a
or more specifically paste to bread
called opsarion per (prosphagion;

John 6:9). John 21:5 only).
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¢ Matthew wrote from
a perspective that
addressed Jewish
Scriptures, history,
culture & traditions.

» Mark wrote to the
Roman mind, which
iswhy Jesus so often
is said to do things
‘immediately”.

Luke wrote to the
Greek mind, writing
from his medical
background.

John wrote to the
broadest audience,
focusing upon the
overriding purpose
that his readers
should believe.




[image: image18.png]Ascension from the Mount of Olives

» Ascension:
Acts1:6-11 ,
(see Zechariah |=
14:3-35
regarding
Christ’s return
& the Mount
of Olives).
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