[image: image1.png]Dong, L. P, D. Y. Huang and Y. Wang. 2012.
Two Jurassic salamanders with stomach
contents from Inner Mongolia, China.
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[image: image3.png]Now about that conflict...

* The root of the ¢ The biblical world-
conflict between view considers
secular accounts of God'’s intervention
prehistory & history in the course of

& a literal view of history to be
Genesis 1-11 is possible, but not
in the realm of capricious, but the
scientifically secular worldview
unverifiable assumes that if
presuppositions there is a God, He

& worldviews. does not intervene.
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[image: image6.png]Lifetimes of the Patriarchs in Genesis
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[image: image7.png]Imagine the world right after the Flood

« There is a different world climate, different
range of foods allowed, different geography,
varying adjustments to post-Flood conditions
& establishments of new ecological systems.



[image: image8.png]Imagine the world right after the Flood

* What human culture + Any other elements

was carried with of culture had to
Noah’s extended have developed
family - the eight on apart from whatever
the ark — was the culture was preserved
extent of pre-Flood on the ark, & there
culture carried into was a possibility of
the post-Flood post-Flood cultural

world. decline as well.



[image: image9.png]Confusion of languages

« One hesitation
to the otherwise
uninhibited spread
of human culture
was the Tower of
Babel — prior to
which there was
but one language
on the earth.

For more info on the Tower of Babel:
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/babeltowerof. html



[image: image10.png]An important insight

* Oncethetower of * It is only as we

Babel dispersion come to Genesis
began, there was 12, at the time of
immense cultural Abraham, that the
diversity, including post-Flood cultural
the development of background begins
varied civilizations, to take focus & to
as well as the generally parallel
degradation secular accounts

of cultures. of history.



[image: image11.png]Initial paths of population of the earth (post-flood)
http://www.custance.org/Library/VVolume1/Part_ll/Chapter1.html




[image: image12.png]It all started at Ur

R. Euphrates R. Tigris * Yanik Tepe
Sarugi  Urkish  J-Chudi
Carchemish ~® o TellLeylan L.Urmia
e o Nineveh
Alalakh «Aleppo Tell Brak =
. i ® Calah
Ugart o * Epla *imar N
Hamath e o Assur ® .
atna
Terqa *
Byblos , R. Orontes i
Sidon g e o Eshnunna
Tyre o b o Dur-Kurigal .
Shechem Der

A o
Bethel ,  * Amman * Nippur R Tioris

Hebron ® o Lagash

R. Euphrates
Beersheba i

hehis « H. Karkom

JMusa o Jallawz
.

Thebes



[image: image13.png]Just for grins

» The University of
Pennsylvania has a

. . website where you
“TBLK” in cuneiform can enter your

initials, & it will
produce them in
cuneiform on the

“SRF” in cuneiform screen.

http:.//www.penn.museum/cgi/start.php



[image: image14.png]Some typical cultural
patterns from the tablets

* One common » Another pattern
pattern from the was the taking
tablets which fits the  of a slave girl for
pattern in Genesis bearing children
was having multiple if the wife was
wives (such as in unable to bear
Genesis 30:26). herself (as in

Genesis 16:1-4).



[image: image15.png]Other insights from the tablets

< |t was common « The word for “trained
for a man who did servants” in Genesis
not have an heir to 14:14 fell out of use
have his slave born in the tablets after
in his house as an the time of Abraham,
heir (Genesis & occurs only there

15:2,3). in the Old Testament.



[image: image16.png]Then there’s
Sodom & Gomorrah

« Sodom & Gomorrah,

written of in Genesis
13,18 & 19:

« What contrasts
with the present
observations is,
“ ..that it was
well watered
everywhere...”,
Genesis 13:10
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[image: image18.png]Excavation at Numeira (Gomorrah), 1977




[image: image19.png]Excavation
of a building
at Numeira
(Gomorrah,
per ABR),
1977,
51'x 26’

» Dark areas
in the lower
portion of
the sketch
are ash &
bones



[image: image20.png]The archaeology reveals

* What has been + ...and He overthrew
excavated is those cities, and all
consistent with, the valley, and all
“Then the LORD the inhabitants of
rained on Sodom the cities, and
and Gomorrah what grew on
brimstone and fire the ground.”
from the LORD Genesis

out of heaven... 19:24-25



[image: image21.png]The geology reveals

* “Now Abraham... saw, and behold, the
smoke of the land ascended like the smoke
of a furnace.” Genesis 19:27-28
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[image: image22.png]More on the tablets

¢ From the time after + Abraham married

the fall of Adam his half sister,

into the period of Sarai (Sarah:

the patriarchs, Genesis 20:11-13).
incest appearsto  « | ot, through incest
have been much with his daughters,
more common, as had sons Moab &

revealed in Scripture  Ammon (Genesis
&in the clay tablets:  19:30-38).



[image: image23.png]Changing geographical terms

» There are vague » Genesis 20:1
geographical & 24:62 refer to
references in “the south country”.
Genesis which fit « Genesis 256
its being an early refers to “the
book, since later north country”.

Scripture mentions | ager Apraham

specific geographic o expressions
names for these faded away or

same locations: changed form.



[image: image24.png]Making a covenant

* In the time of the « Genesis 9:9-17

patriarchs, human (God swears by
covenants had three Himself, “| Myself
common elements: will make this

1) an oath, 2) a covenant”)
swearing by a deity, .« Genesis 21:22-34
& 3) a physical . Genesis 24:1-9

gesture or sign.

» This is seen multiple
times in Genesis:

« Genesis 26:26-33
« Genesis 31:43-54



[image: image25.png]Then there are explanatory notes

» Genesis contains  * These are usually
an unusual number  marked by phrases
of later explanatory  such as “Bela (that
notes, which give is, Zoar)”.
two location names « These occur in
where names have Genesis 14:2,3,
changed from the 7.817:23:2,19;
original event to 35:6,19,20,27:
the time of writing: 36:1,19,43; 48:7.
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* The record of the time of
the patriarchs in Genesis
is not just an after-the-fact
history written when the
Mosiac law was in place.

« Instead, it records what
took place without any
“shading”, showing God’s
faithfulness in spite of
man’s deeply fallen nature.
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Progressive civilizations link:


http://xenohistorian.faithweb.com
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