[image: image1.png]Egyptian culture & the Bible

» The Bible describes * We read of Egypt
multiple contacts with  again as Joseph &

the Egyptian culture, Mary escape from

including: Herod by going there
» Abraham with the infant Jesus.
» Jacob to the Exodus . Acts, Hebrews, Jude
* Kings of both the & Revelation mention
united & divided Egypt as well.

kingdoms



[image: image2.png]The Rosetta Stone

» Untilthe discovery
of the Rosetta
stone in 1799,
much of Egypt’s
early history &
culture had
been lost.

« |t contained
Hieroglyphics,
Demotic & Greek.




[image: image3.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC

2000 BC

Though Egypt maintained
some level of continuity
of culture for over 3000
years, the invasion of the
Persians in 525 BC began
a period of substantial
intermixture of Persian,
Greek & Roman culture.
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[image: image4.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

3000 BC

Creation

From the time of
Abraham (Genesis
12) to the book

of Revelation, a
period of over 2000
years, Egypt is
named in the Bible
over 650 times.

2000 BC

0100 AD

Abrellham

Moses

Jews
exiled to
Babylon in
586 BC
David New

Testament

Saul > David > Solomon

Each reign

ed about 40 yrs

then the kingdom divided




[image: image5.png]Egyptian historical timeline

3100-2686 BC: Early Dynastic

o
2686-2181 BC: Old Kingdom %
2181-2025 BC: First Intermediate Period Abraham %
2025-1700 BC: Middle Kingdom to Joseph |&
1700-1550 BC: Second Intermediate Period | Slavery 8
1550-1069 BC: New Kingdom to Exodus i
1069-664 BC:  Third Intermediate Period Military all =
* 664-525 BC: Late Period Jeremiah
*« 525-404 BC: First Persian Period in Egypt

¢ 404-343 BC: Late Dynastic Period
e 343-332 BC: Second Persian Period

* 332-305 BC: Macedonian Period Jewish Colony
« 323-30 BC: Ptolemaic Period
« 30 BC - 395 AD: Roman Period | Place of

Escape



[image: image6.png]Lots of changes, but...

* Thoughthere were
lots of changes in
Egypt over the
centuries of their
contact with the
people inthe Bible,
there are some
common facts &
principles which
will be usefulto us:

Egypt had a system
of power that placed
the Pharaoh as a
ruler & a deity.

Their religion had
about 700 gods, &
one’s eternity was
determined by how
one interacted with
those gods.



[image: image7.png]Here’s the bottom line

» Egyptians viewed » The slaves, who
eternity as spentin were typically great
whatever earthly in number, were put
accommodations to work substantially
were provided on public projects,
for the dead. including facilities

* So Pharaoh was for the “immortal”
provided with the pharaoh & all of his
very bestin “eternal supposed assistants

accommodations”. in the afterlife.



[image: image8.png]The famous mummies of Egypt

» Having one’s body
mummified was a
major part of the
Egyptian religion,
since one would be
expected to use his
or her preserved,
then resurrected
body for eternity.



[image: image9.png]Egypt’s military

» Once having
established its
territory, Egypt’s
military was
postured &
designed for
defense of the \
established land &
for slave capture




[image: image10.png]Abraham went in & out of Egypt

» Sarah was added
to the Pharaoh’s
harem (Genesis
12:10-16), which
is supported, in
general, by the
Egyptian writings.

* The Pharaohs
often practiced
polygyny & incest.



[image: image11.png]» This obelisk is the one
remaining structure from
the time of the city of On,
later called Heliopolis (as
seen in Jeremiah 43:13),
which was the home city
of Joseph’s wife.

* “Then Pharaoh named
Joseph Zaphenath-
paneah; and he gave him
Asenath, the daughter of
Potiphera priest of On, as
his wife...” Genesis 41:45
(see also 41:50 & 46:20).



[image: image12.png]The Jews made many, many bricks

» Typical of the
ancient near east,
the bricks were
stamped with the
mark of the
current ruler.

Pharaoh’s mark in a
brick made with straw
(see Exodus 5:7-18)



[image: image13.png]BIBI.E a (ISPA“E « The staff of

Spring 2004 Associates
for Biblical
Research
has identified
Hatshepsut as
most likely the
daughter of
Pharoah who
g drew the infant
RHARA( OHSDAUGHTER MOSGS OUt Of
AND QUEEN the water
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#9 DURING THE TIME OF (Exodus 2:5-10).
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[image: image14.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples

Egypt | Assyria | Babylon| Persia | Greece | Rome
Capture | Relocate | Relocate | Support Infuse Allow
as portions | leaders, | present Greek present
needed of then culture, | culture & | culture,
for captured whole but language but
slaves, people |nationsto| require every- require
defense | randomly | Babylon | payment | where payment

The Jews were held as captive
slaves in Egypt for 430 years




[image: image15.png]10 plagues on Egypt against their gods:

Exodus 12:12; Numbers 33:4

Plague against P Egyptian god Exodus

1 Water into blood Osiris 7:20
2 Invasion of frogs Hekt 8:6

3 Lice infestation Seb 8:17
4 Fly infestation Hatkok 8:24
5 Cattle disease Apis 9:6

6 Boil epidemic Typhon 9:10
7 Hail with fire Shu 9:24
8 Locust infestation Serapai 10:13
9 Three day darkness Ra 10:22
10 Death of firstborn All the gods 12:29
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