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& The Assyrians exiled many
Jews from Israel to other
areas & also relocated
Gentiles to Samaria.
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So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul
[Babylonian name], king of Assyria, even the
spirit of Tilgath-pilneser [Hebrew name, also
called Tiglath-Pileser 111*] king of Assyria [who
reigned from 744 to 727 BC], and he carried
them away into exile [733 to 732 BC], namely
the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe
of Manasseh, and brought them to Halah,
Habor, Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this
day [being the time of the return of some Jews
to the land of Israel from exile in Babylon].”

* Akkadian name: Tukult-apil-Esharra
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In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-
pileser [lll] king of Assyria came and captured
ljon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah and
Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee,
all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them
captive to Assyria [exact location unknown].



[image: image9.png]2 Kings 17:6; 18:9-11 [722-715 BC]
In the ninth year of Hoshea [731-722 BC], the
king of Assyria captured Samaria and carried
Israel away into exile to Assyria, and settled
them in Halah and Habor, on the river of Gozan,
and in the cities of the Medes... 18:9-11 Now
in... the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah
king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria
came up against Samaria and besieged it. 10 At
the end of three years they captured it... which
was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel,
Samaria was captured. 11 Then the king of
Assyria carried Israel away into exile to Assyria,
and put them in Halah and on the Habor, the
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes...
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The king of Assyria brought men from Babylon
and from Cuthah and from Avva [also known
as Ivvah; 2 Kings 18:34; 19:13] and from
Hamath and Sepharvaim [the ‘-im’ suffix in
Hebrew indicates plural; location uncertain,
but likely near Hamath], and settled them in
the cities of Samaria in place of the sons of

Israel. So they possessed Samaria and lived
in its cities.
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» The Assyrians
were known to be
especially cruel to
those whom they
conquered.

» This may explain
Jonah'’s reluctance
to go to Nineveh to
preach repentance
to the people.
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» Assyria adopted » Like mostkingdoms
the gods of its & empires in the
neighbors in the ancient near east,
Tigris-Euphrates the populationwas
valley, except to expected to follow
make Ashur the whatever religion
head of the gods. the ruler held to,

* In Assyrian, “Ashur" & the ruler was at

= god = ancient city once adeity, ruler &
= empire name. military commander.
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 This was a consonant alphabet with no vowels.
« It was written from right to left, like Hebrew.
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Writing & language

» Assyria had » Aramaic is used
cuneiform writing on  instead of Hebrew in
clay tablets from its Ezra 4:8-6:18:7:12-26,
earliest years, as we  Daniel 2:4b-7:28, &
see on many of the Jeremiah 10:11.
tablets (Akkadian). 5y

» Butin 752 BC,
Aramaic became the
2nd official language
of Assyria.

o ‘l
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» John 1:42 » Cephas (an
He brought him to ‘anglicized’
Jesus. Jesus looked  pronunciation),
at him and said, comes from the
"You are Simon Aramaic word
the son of John; Kéaphas, which,
you shall be called like Peter (Greek:
Cephas (which is Petros), means
translated Peter)." rock or stone.

Also, “Eli, Eli, lema sebaqtani” in Mark 7:34 &

“Abba’ Father”in Romans 8:15 & Galatians 4:6.
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» John 1:1,14, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.”... “And the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His

glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth.”

* In the ancient Jewish commentary-
translations (Targums), whenever God
walked on earth and interacted with
humans, they used the Aramaic term Memra
to refer to God. The term Memra actually
means "Word"! (see also 1 John 1:1)
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