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Babylon maintained « Old Testament
some level of continuity | \yritten
of culture for over 3000
years, but the invasion
of the Persians marked
the end of Babylon’s
dominance.
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Babylon, the
capital of the
empire of
Babylon for
all its history,
was located
south of
modern
Baghdad in
central Iraq.
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[image: image4.png]* Like the Assyrians,
the Babylonians were
intense in their interest
in astrology.
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[image: image6.png]¢ Daniel 3:29,
“Therefore | make
a decree that any
people, nation or
tongue that speaks
anything offensive
against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-nego
shall be torn limb
from limb and their
houses reduced to
a rubbish heap...”
(see Daniel 2:5).

Now there’s a
Babylonian dictator
for ya!

Babylonian records
confirm this as a
common punishment,
& this is further
confirmed by the way
Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed Jerusalem
after defeating it.



[image: image7.png]The Greek is leaking through!

* Though Alexander + Greek words were

the Great would coming through
not come through because of trade
the lands that between Greece
comprised the & Babylon.

Babylonian empire  « |n Daniel 3:4-15 there

until more thantwo  are |ists of several

centuries later... musical instruments,
a few of which are
Greek “borrow words”.



[image: image8.png]Daniel 3:5 & music

« “...that at the moment
you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, lyre
(kitharis), trigon,
psaltery (psalterion),
bagpipe and all kinds
of music (symphonia),
you are to fall down
and worship the
golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar Replica of a kitharis (see

; » also 1 Corinthians 14:7,
the kmg has set up. Revelation 5:8; 14:2; 15:2)
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[image: image11.png]Assyria & Babylon were most similar

» Of the six major » The similarities
empires impacting of culture included
the Jews most language & writing,
substantially, religion (pantheon
the Assyrian & & astrology), cruelty

Babylonian Empires  to their enemies, &
were the most similar.  relocating captives.

This is not to say that the Assyrian &
Babylonian cultures were identical, but that
they had these things generally in common.



[image: image12.png]* Daniel & his friends
Talk about getting were placed into an

carried away! intensive three year
acculturation pro-
¢ The first exile of gram, that included
Jews came in 605 food & other aspects
BC, with the exile of of the Babylonian
royalty to Babylon, culture & Babylonian
including Daniel & names (see Daniel
his three friends. 1:1-7 & below).

The Hebrew names were changed to
Babylonian names: Daniel > Belteshazzar,

Hananiah > Shadrach, Mishael > Meshach,
Azariah > Abed-nego.
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second verse

* The 2™ exile of
Jews came in
586 BC, when
Jerusalem was
defeated, the
temple & walls
destroyed, & the
rest of the Jewish
population exiled
to Babylon (see 2
Kings 20:12-19).

» Psalm 137:1-5, “By the

rivers of Babylon, there we
sat down and wept, when
we remembered Zion. 2
upon the willows in the
midst of it, we hung our
harps. 3 For there our
captors demanded of us
songs, and our tormentors
mirth, saying, "Sing us one
of the songs of Zion." 4 How
can we sing the Lord‘s song
inaforeignland? 5 If | forget
you, O Jerusalem, may my
right hand forget her skill.”



[image: image14.png]From Babylon to Persia

» As recorded in * NextSunday we’ll
Daniel chapter 5, turn our focus to
the Medes & the the Medo-Persian
Persianstook over or simply Persian
the Babylonian Empire, the last in

Empire in 539 BC. the Old Testament.
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New Testament » 1 Peter 5:13

« Revelation 14:8
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[image: image16.png]Deuteronomy & Israel’s future

Deuteronomy: |Israel’s Future:
26:3-13; 28:1-14 | Blessings to follow obedience

31:16-21 The coming falling away, so...
28:15-60 Affliction upon Israel in the land
28:32-39, 48-57 |Israel taken captive d

27:32 Enemies of Israel will possess her land

28:38-42; 29:23 |lIsrael’s land to remain desolate
28:63-67; 32:26 |lsrael to be scattered among the nations

28:62 srael to be few in number among nations
28:44-45 Punished but not destroyed
30:3-10 srael gathered & brought back to the land

28:40-41; 30:1-2 |Israel will repent in her Tribulation



[image: image17.png]Jews in Jerusalem: 1844-1996
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