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New Testament Greek continued to be spoken &

written until about 300 AD, being displaced by
Latin & other languages after that time




[image: image2.png]Greek language impact
of Alexander the Great

» Alexander » Alexander also
distributed the simplified the
Greek language language, leading
over the eastern to shorter, more
Mediterranean. easily understood
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Alexandria

The Jews’
friendly
introduction

by the Greeks
made them an
ally of Alexander
the Great, who
called upon
some of them

to move...

The Pharos in Alexandria



[image: image4.png]The end of Alexander the Great
& the disintegration of his empire

* Alexanderthe Great < Four of Alexander’s
survived battle after generals each took
battle, but eventually  portions of the
succumbed to empire: Ptolemy |
alcoholism & finally (Egypt); Seleucus |
to disease, possibly (Syria); Lysimachus
malaria, from the (Thrace); Antipater
record of his & son Cassander
symptoms (Macedonia)



[image: image5.png]The Septuagint Greek
translation of the Old Testament

» As Jews outside of + In some places
Israel lost familiarity the text reveals a

with Hebrew, there bias toward Greek
was a call for a culture & translation
Greek translation of that also includes
the Old Testament. interpretation.

e This was done in « For this reason,
Alexandria, Egypt, some books were
about 250 BC. replaced by other

Greek versions.



[image: image6.png]Regional variants of
the Greek Old Testament

* The Greek Old
Testament was not
completely uniform,
there being some
minor differences of
spelling or wording
from one family of  .#=»
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[image: image7.png]By about 200 BC

¢ Most Jews —
at least twice
as many — lived
outside of Israel.

* They were mainly
clustered in three
areas: Babylon,
Alexandria &
western Asia Minor.
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« Jews in Alexandria ¢ Jews in Israel

& western Asia spoke Aramaic as
Minor spoke & read their first language,
Greek as their with many also able
primary language. to communicate

« Jews in Babylon in Greek and/or
held to mixtures of Hebrew in writing

Greek & Aramaic. & in speech.
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¢ The Old Testament, <+ With most Jews in

from Exodus on, Gentile lands — all
expresses repeated of them with some
warnings for the level of Greek

Jews not to be influence — the
influenced by their influence upon them

Gentile neighbors. was strongly Greek.
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* The Greeks were
polytheistic, with
elements of Greek
culture moving into
magic, astrology,
occultism, & even

eastern mysticism. Jewish

» And the Greek magical fext,
.. . from Egypt,
religions often mixed ~ itten in

with foreign religions. Greek
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* A number of Jews » Jews had already

were profoundly taken on logical
impressed by Greek  argument about
philosophy. issues of the

Mosaic Law, so
Greek philosophy
was an extension of
this same practice
into other areas of
logic & speculation.




[image: image12.png]Pilgrimages to Jerusalem

» Since most Jews * These pilgrimages
lived outside of not only brought
Israel - away from distant Jews into
the temple — it was contact with the
common practice Jewish culture of
for many Jews to Israel, but they also
make pilgrimages introduced mixtures
to Jerusalem for of cultures, obviously
the various Old with substantial

Testament feasts. Greek influence.



[image: image13.png]Increasing influence
of the synagogue

» Since pilgrimages » Even the word

were long, costly, “synagogue” is from
disruptive & fairly the Greek word
infrequent, Jewish synago6gé, which

religious life focused means fo lead
more on the home
& the synagogue
services, which
were often in Greek.




[image: image14.png]Fighting over where the money goes

» Conscientious Jews + We have record of
living in Greek lands local officials taking
gave not only to the various measures
local synagogue, but  to stop the migration
many continued to of tax money to
pay the temple tax as  Jerusalem, which
well (Exodus 30:13; would take the
38:26), the transfer money out of the
of funds often being local economy
made in gold. & tax base.



[image: image15.png]The apocrypha:
Jewish writings in Greek

» The Apocrypha,
a collection of
variously regarded
Jewish writings
typically written in
Greek, reflect the
Helenistic influence
on the Jewish faith.



[image: image16.png]A half shekel with Greek writing

This coin from Tyre began to be accepted
for payment of the temple tax in 126 BC.



[image: image17.png]Philo of Alexandria

* Philo, a Jew living in
the Jewish colony in i ff:f}f:ﬁﬁ?% !
Alexandria (about 20 [ oo SreamaT
BC-54 AD), integrated g
Greek allegorical
interpretation of
Greek myths into
the interpretation
of the Old Testament.




[image: image18.png]The New Testament documents

» Though there is » By New Testament

evidence of Latin, times, Greek was
Aramaic, Persian & spoken & understood
occasionally other in most of the eastern

foreign languages in  half of Mediterranean,
the New Testament, & had some degree
the entire text was of prominence in the
apparently originally  western part of the
written in Greek & Roman empire & in
then translated. Parthia to the east.



[image: image19.png]It's about the food

¢ Matthew 8, Mark 5
& Luke 8 record an
event in which Christ
allowed demons to
enter pigs (swine).

* Such animals were
unclean (Leviticus
11:7,8) & would not
have been allowed
by the Mosaic Law.



[image: image20.png]The gospel of John & Greeks

« Written after the e John 7:35, “The

other Gospels & Jews then said to
likely in Ephesus, one another, “...He
the Gospel of John is not intending to
is the only one of go to the Dispersion
the four which among the Greeks,
mentions the Greek and teach the
language & the Greeks, is He?

Greeks (Hellénes). .+ john 12:20; 19:20



[image: image21.png]Synagogues even in Israel

» Jesus is recorded
as having entered
the synagogue on
more than one
occasion (see in
Matthew 14:54,
for example,
where he taught
in the synagogue
at Nazareth).



[image: image22.png]The sign on Jesus’ cross

» At the order of
Pontius Pilate, the
sign posted on the
cross was written in
Hebrew (or possibly
Aramaic), Latin &
Greek.

I

(Luke 23:38 - Latin)
(John 19:19- Greek)
(Matthew 27:37 - Hebrew)




[image: image23.png]When the New Testament
quotes the Old Testament

* In the approximately + Most New
260 places where Testament
the New Testament quotes of the
quotes from the Old Old Testament are
Testament, the English from the Greek Old

quote in the New Testament, with fwo
Testament doesn’t translations to get
follow the English into English & this
passage in the Old explains most of the

Testament exactly. observed variations.



[image: image24.png]The New Testament & Greek culture

» Even though the » Paul’s traveling
New Testament was companions were
written by Jews (with often Greeks:
the exception of Dr.  « Dr. Luke, who was
Luke), from the book |ikely trained at the
of Acts on, Greek Greek medical
cultural influences, school in Philippi

beside language, are Timothy (Greek
evident in every book. father) & Titus
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