[image: image1.png]Historical timeline of the Bible

Creation 3000 BC 2000 BC 0100 AD
Abralham Jews exiled
Moses | to Babylon
in 586 BC
David New
Testament

Saul > David > Solomon
Each reigned about 40 yrs
then the kingdom divided
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[image: image3.png]Philosophy of empire
regarding conquered peoples
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Though the people of Israel had aspects of their culture
that were distinctive, they were also impacted & influenced
by each of the empires to which they were subject
or with which they had some kind of contact.




[image: image4.png]Principle: Match the
right background to the text

« However factual, the historical & cultural
background information must also fit the
text so as to illuminate the meaning —
not eliminate the meaning of the text.

» Matching the right background to the
text requires that we respect the
inspiration & authority of Scripture, &
take eachtextinits normal, literal sense.



[image: image5.png]For the sake of focus

» Though there is Jewish background
& history from Abraham to the present,
from Israel to the far corners of the planet...

« For the sake of focus we will center most
of our attention on the New Testament era.

» But one should keep in mind that the
Old Testament has Jewish background &
history which will vary by both time & place.



[image: image6.png]Development of Pharisees,
Sadducees & NT era Jewish groups

* From the time of * The New Testament
Ezra, a group of (NT) reveals several
Jews known as the of these groups:
Hassidim held to Pharisees (Matthew
the Old Testament 3:7), Sadducees
scriptures. (Matthew 22:23),

« These were the roots ~ Zealots (Acts 1:13),
of several groups Essenes (Matthew

which began in the 3¢ 9:43), & the Sicarii
& 27 centuries BC. (Acts 21:38).



[image: image7.png]The most extreme Jewish groups

¢ The Zealots &
Sicarii, who are
seldom mention-
ed directly in the
New Testament,
were the ones
who stirred the
revolt which led
to the Roman assault &
defeat of Jerusalem in 70 AD.



[image: image8.png]The most extreme Jewish groups

» These groups would
not be stopped
there, however.

» There were also
subsequent failed
revolts in 73 AD
(Masada) & 133
AD (Bar Cochba).

.| 4 A letter in Hebrew written
- | during the Bar Cochba rebellion




[image: image9.png]And the opposite extreme

* There were even
those Jews who
favored the Roman
occupation by support
of the Herod family
(Matthew 22:16; Mark
3:6; 12:13), & even
by collecting taxes
for the Romans (see
last week’s handout).



[image: image10.png]And the “tightrope” between

» By arrangement with
the Roman govern-
ment, the minority
Sadducees & the
majority Pharisees
were permitted to
maintain a tradition
of self-rule in the
areas impacting their
practice of religion.



[image: image11.png]The Sadducees

¢ The Sadducees held
only to the first five
books of Moses, &
did not believe in a
resurrection norin

angels (Mark 12:18). , They were very

temple-centered, &
though a minority
they often held the
position of “chief
priest®, such as
Caiaphas (Acts 4:6).
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* The Pharisees * The Pharisees also
held to the entire had a concern with
Old Testament as temple activities,
Scripture & believed  but they were also
in a resurrection & concerned with
in angels. matters of daily

e The peop|e, in life & with the
general, regarded establishment
the Pharisees as of synagogues

the Jews’ heroes. outside of Israel.



[image: image13.png]So we see cooperation & disagreement

* On the one hand * But Paul knew
the Sadducees & exactly how to pitch
Pharisees would them against each
agree to challenge other when the
Jesus together situation called for it
(Matthew 16:1-4). (Acts 23:6-10) & the

« And Jesus also interaction which
warned about the followed between

teachings of both of them was volcanic.
these groups at once
(Matthew 16:5-12).



[image: image14.png]The bottom line

* While all of these * The Pharisees
groups had a place held a majority in

in the culture of the Sanhedrin, were
Israel, of these, more focused on
the Pharisees were practical matters &
the ones who were matters which had
most influential & application in the
geographically home, daily life &

widespread. in the synagogue.



[image: image15.png]Then, outside of Israel

« Since at least half
the Jews of New
Testament times
lived outside of
Israel, though almost
always a minority,
their contact with the
Gentile culture was a
substantial influence.

Every single New
Testament book
reveals some level of
interaction between
Jews & Gentiles.

At times — such as in
the book of Galatians
— it is the primary
focus of the book.



[image: image16.png]The core of the division: the Jews
followed the Mosaic Law & the
Gentiles did not have any place in it

Gentiles:
» Ate the wrong things

* Went to the wrong
places at the wrong
times & did & wore
the wrong things.

« Were uncircumcised
& weren’t descended
from Abraham!




[image: image17.png]A magic text from
the Roman Empire

» This papyrus document contains
a combination of pagan & Jewish
magic spells (see Acts 8:9-24
& 19:11-16 for examples of
“Jewish magic”).

» Ephesians 1:21 says, “far
above...every name that is
named...”, which placed Christ
above all the magic, in which
supposedly “magic names” were
named (see also Philippians 2:9).



[image: image18.png]Timothy was from
a forbidden marriage

» 2 Timothy 1:5, » Acts 16:3, “Paul
“For | am mindful wanted this man
of the sincere faith to go with him; and
within you, which he took him and
first dwelt in your circumcised him
grandmother Lois because of the Jews
and your mother who were in those
Eunice, and | am parts, for they all
sure thatitis in knew that his father

you as well.” was a Greek.”



[image: image19.png]Old & New Testament patterns

* The Jews often * The Jews would
used distinctly describe the whole of
Jewish patterns something with both
of language: halves or both ends

« One was to rhyme (Gen. 11, Rev. 2213)
ideas & meanings, < The image of
rather than sounds, someone was both
in their poetry, such  important & something
as Psalm 6:1-6 & not to be represented
Ephesians 2:21-22.  physically (Gen. 1:26).



[image: image20.png]Some simple study tools

» Though the New
Testament is written
in Greek, one can
recognize Jewish
patterns of speech
in the New
Testament.

» Look for the Old
Testament words,
phrases & themes.

The Greek Old
Testament is often
a place to find those
connections.

As a starting place,
try using the Bible
itself to reveal
Jewish words,
phrases, cultural
patterns & history.
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[image: image22.png]Ephesians 2:21-22 is in
a Hebrew poetry pattern

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted
together, is growing into a holy femple in the Lord,

22 in whom you also are being built
together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.

Hebrew poetry rhymes ideas,
rather than sounds (example: Psalm 6).



[image: image23.png]‘Walk’ - distinctly Jewish

¢ From the earlier

chapters of Genesis
to the last chapters
of Revelation the
word ‘walk’ or words
that are related are
used for how one
lives out his or her
spirituality or lives in
relationship to God.

While Gentiles
understood the
word ‘walk’ as

the Jews used it,
its origin & primary
use came through
the Jews.

Genesis & Job, the
earliest Bible books.
both use ‘walk’.



[image: image24.png]“After these
things...”

From Genesis

to Revelation the
phrase “Afterthese
things” is used in
both historical &
prophetic writings
to convey reality &
historicity as well
as sequence, with
just one exception.

In the book of
Revelation this term
guides our study:

Revelation 1:19
Revelation 4:1
Revelation 4:1
Revelation 7:9
Revelation 9:12
Revelation 15:5
Revelation 18:1
Revelation 19:1
Revelation 20:3



[image: image25.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

* From the Old
Testament through
the New Testament
there are multiple
references to things
made with hands &
not made with hands.

* There is variation in
the general pattern
of words & phrases.



[image: image26.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

* The work of Godin  + Job 10:8
the physical realm o Psalm 19:1
(such as in creation) Psalm 92:4
is often spoken of as )
being done by God's * Psalm 95:5
hands or is called * Hebrews 1:10
the work of His » Hebrews 2:7
hands.



[image: image27.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

» The works of man are + Deuteronomy 4:28

spoken of as being  « Deuteronomy 16:15
do.ne. by mgps hands , 5 Kings 19:18
* This is positive when | A< 748
it is something which _
God has appointed ~ * Acts 17:24,25
for man to do, but... * Acts 19:26

« Making idols is often ¢ Revelation 9:20-21
called the works of a
man's hands



[image: image28.png]Made with hands...
Made without hands. ..
What's the difference?

*« When God ¢ Daniel 2:34,45
does somethingin  « 2 Corinthians 5:1
the spiritual realmit |, -~ 0ssians 2:11
is spoken of as "not )
made with hands®,  * Hebrews 9:11
"made without
hands" or similar
terms.



[image: image29.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – 19 Bible Backgrounds – May 6, 2012
Jewish Culture - Page 1 of 4

