[image: image1.png]Here’s how we’ll approach this topic

* We will, for the most Our focus today
part, address Jewish | will be primarily
culture in Israel, making | on Jewish home
note of cultural context (.. .
at specific times, when Ilgfalgl t:uerilr? g (tjh(;f

applicable. e ou t
« As usual, we will give e;W estamen

consideration to who,
when & where.




[image: image2.png]Marriage

» The first marriage
of a Jewish couple
would take place
typically by the
fathers’ arrange-
ment, the bride
being in her early
teens (at least 12)
&the groom in his
later teen years.

Subsequent marriages
were often arranged
by the individuals who
were to be married.

Though by Jewish
Law & Roman legal
exception, polygyny
was allowed for Jews,
only a very few could
afford it.



[image: image3.png]Marriage practices in
the New Testament era

* The prospective » Once the
bridegroom would bridegroom paid
travel from his father's  the purchase price,
house to the home of the marriage was
the prospective bride. thereby established,

+ There he would & the young man
negotiate with the & woman were
father of the woman then considered
to determine the to be husband
purchase price of & wife (ketubah:

the bride (mohar). the document).



[image: image4.png]Marriage practices in
the New Testament era

* From that moment + As a symbol

on the bride was of the relationship
declared by the that had been
groom to be established, the
consecrated or groom & bride
sanctified, set apart would drink from a
exclusively for her cup of wine over
bridegroom (see 1 which a betrothal
Corinthians 1:2). benediction had

been pronounced.
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¢ The father would tell + Then there would

the groom, “Go get be a procession to
your bride!” (Mark the bride’s home,
13:32; Acts 1:6,7) followed by a

* The bride would be ceremony.
prepared & veiled » The wedding

for presentation party would go
to the groom (2 on for days — as
Corinthians 11:2; long as a week!

Revelation 19:7,8) (Judges 14:12).



[image: image6.png]The bride would
remain hidden
for the entire
wedding feast,
then, at the
end, the groom
would present
his bride to
those gathered
there, when
she would
finally be
unveiled
before all.



[image: image7.png]The marriage supper of the Lamb

Revelation 19:7-9, "Let us rejoice and

be glad and give the glory to Him, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride
has made herself ready." 8 It was given to her
to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean;
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the
saints. 9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed
are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb."..."



[image: image8.png]Marriage, offspring & law

» The Jews typically + Under the laws of
considered being Augustus (18 BC)
fruitful & multiplying  Roman law taxed
as a commandment  single people more
(Genesis 1:22, 28; heavily & required
8:17; 9:7),so0alack anyone of child-

of children was bearing age who
thought of as a was divorced to
moral issue. remarryin 18

months.



[image: image9.png]* In the Greek &
Roman culture of
New Testament
times, the wishes

+» Childbirth took place, if  of the father
possible, at home, with  typically prevailed.
the help of a midwife  « |t was legal to
(EXOdUS 115-22) abandon an

* The infant was washed  unwanted child to
with water, then salt & the elements
olive oil, then wrapped (contrast the
tightly with bands of ‘beloved children
cloth (called “swaddling  ‘of 1 John 3:1;
clothes”, per Luke 2:7).  Ephesians 5:1).

Childbirth



[image: image10.png]Most Jewish homes
would have a flat roof

Law (Deuteronomy 22:8)
required a parapet around
the outside to avoid falling.

Rooftop activities
would include
drying of food
(Joshua 2:6-8),
prayer (Daniel
6:10; Acts 10:9)
& just general
viewing (2
Samuel 11:2;
Daniel 4:29).




[image: image11.png]Tents were also common

» Dwelling in tents began in the pre-flood
culture (Genesis 4:20), & extended into
New Testament times (see Acts 18:1-3).

» There were rigid social rules for entering
& living within a tent (see Judges 4:18-21).



[image: image12.png]Keeping warm & well-lit

» Fires for cooking & for + A lamp was always
warming oneself were  to be kept burning.
often burned outside oAmong poorer

(John 18:18; 21:9). families, animals
* Fires inside a home often stayed inside
often had no chimney, the home, in the
so there was smoke lower section.
& soot in the upper people
area of the rooms, the stone animals / fire

windows being vents. earth



[image: image13.png]Residents’ living area

Overnight
stable for
the animals

kataluma: separate room
for guests created by a
temporary wall & either
a carved or natural cave

Staying in the kataluma was only considered lawful
if there was a dividing wall between the kataluma &

the family living space. Lack of material between
the family living space & the kataluma would be
sufficient to say that there was no room in the ‘inn’.
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» Given the hotter » Her daily duties
climate, everyone included starting the
tended to start fire (if it had gone
their day early out), getting water,
— especially the milling grain, baking
mother of the home. bread, shopping

for food & olive oil,
making clothes &
washing clothes.



[image: image15.png]Pool of Gibeon
(2 Samuel 2:13)

The second depth of
pool & stairs appears
to have been done to
accommodate a lower
water table than at 1st
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» For the most part,
raising & educating
the children was
the parents’
responsibility.

* Children were
taught to do chores
in keeping with their
gender roles as they
were able & fitting
their age.

Boys were taught
things about the Old
Testament starting
about age three, girls
as needed to fulfill
their domestic role.

Boys were trained

in their father’s trade
as they got older,
typically starting

by about ten.



[image: image17.png]Sleeping arrangements
& household security

e« Thedoorwasbarred ¢ Roman law did

at night (Matthew not consider theft
5:15) & the family a criminal act, but
typically slept all rather a civil act to
together on mats be remediedin court.
(Luke 11:7). « Animals & any other
» Security of the house  valuables, including
was a personal tools, would often
responsibility be kept inside

(Matthew 24:43). the home.
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* Meals were * Meat was typically
simple, eaten not a major part of
generally without a meal, except for
utensils, & the special events or
staple, bread, among the wealthy.
was often dipped .« Fish was also a
into Condiments, common protein
& sauces, (Ruth staple (see 07 New
2:14; Matthew Testament History

26:23;John 13:26).  _the life of Christ).



[image: image19.png]» Fruit was eaten
regularly (Genesis

Food items 43:11; Deuteronomy
8:8; Jeremiah 24:2)
* Bread, eaten daily, as were nuts.
(Luke 11:3) was « Food was often
not sliced, but sweetened with
torn or broken wild honey (Judges
off (Mark 6:41). 14:8,9) or boiled
* Milk, from sheep, down grape juice.
camels or goats, was « Porridge & dips
used to make butter were made from
(2 Samuel 17:29) & lentils & vegetables

yogurt (Genesis 18:8).  (Genesis 25:29,34).



[image: image20.png]Eating was done reclining,
sometimes with a table

Matthew 9:10; 26:20;: Mark 2:15; 14:3, 18; 16:14;
Luke 5:29: 7:37, 49; 14:15; John 12:2; John 13:28




[image: image21.png]Typical social gatherings

* \Who one ate with * In a social gathering
& what & how one the seat at the table
ate was a big issue was according to
among the Jews of rank (Matthew 23:6).
New Testamenttimes . Others peering in

(Matthew 9:10,11; through doors &

Mark 7:1-13). windows & making
* Men often ate comments was

separate from normal behavior

the women. (Mark 2:15-17).
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[image: image23.png]The prodigal son

* In New Testament « Accounts of asking
times, it was legal for & wasting the
forasonto ask for inheritance to the
his inheritancewhen  point of poverty can
his father was still be found in the papyri
alive (Luke 15:11- (Luke 11:13-16).

12), though this was .« The best a son could
severely frowned hope for after that was
upon&discouraged. to be taken back in as
* It meant apathy, or  a slave, but stoning
even a wish that the him was not unheard
father was dead. of (Luke 15:17-19).
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* What came as a * The response of the

shock in the parable
was the response of
the father: “So he got
up and came to his
father. But while he
was still a long way
off, his father saw him
and felt compassion
for him, and ran and
embraced him and
kissed him.” Luke 15:20.

son who remained,
however, would
have been typical,
had any father in
those times ever
accepted a son
back as did the
father in Jesus’
parable (Luke
15:25-32).
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