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» The adage, “Never talk about religion
and politics” has several variations.

» The Bible addresses “religion and politics”
from the first book to the last, without lapse
— at the very least about what most would
consider religion, & about moral issues
& worldviews that stand against some
political systems & political positions.
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* Many have feelings
about religion &
politics that are
intense, so that
emotions run high.

Decisions in these

two areas can have
consequences that
are substantial both
on earth & beyond.

» Every perspective
in religion & politics
is based upon
presuppositions
that are typically
not examined, nor
are most people
equipped to
examine them
objectively.
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* In the Church * The Bible records
History series: statements of history
‘History of the & fact about politics

& government, but

relationship provides spiritual
between church insights about those
& govemnment aspects of earthly

& ‘Christian life that would not
foundations in the otherwise be known

American Colonies’. to humans.
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* The Bible presents « Politics, in the
that spiritual truth is form of govern-
absolute, based in ment, is supported
the character of God, as a temporary
& will ultimately allow  instrument (e.g.,
no other views in Romans 13:1-7),
either thought or life. but will ultimately

« Politics & government e swept aside by

are not seen as the the government of
ultimate solution. all by God Himself
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1) Is there absolute Truth?
Proverbs 22:20, 21; Hebrews 13:8

2) Is that Truth singular?
John 14:6; 18:37

3) Has the Truth been given?
Psalm 119:160; John 17:17; Revelation 1:1,2

4) Is that Truth knowable?
John 8:31, 32; | John 5:13, 20
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» Every nafive culture < The Bible presents
in Scripture was theistic agnosticism
non-biblical in its (asin Acts 17:23),
spiritual perspective. skepticism about truth

» All the primary (Joh_n 18:38), personal
native religions in atheism (Psalm 10:4;
both the Old & New ~ 14:1; 53:1) & human
Testament were philosophy (Acts 17:18:

basically polytheistic. Epicureans & Stoics).
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» Every culture in * The extent to
Scripture had some which that religious
level of alignment / political alignment
between religion & impacted others
the chief political varied in degree &
leader (pharaoh, character from one
king, emperor, etc.). empire to the next.

The Mosaic Law made Israel into a theocracy:

political impacts; little human political structure.
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¢ The Law of Moses
did not provide a
lot of direction as
to how one should
interface with other
religions.

» There was basically
no allowance for it,
since Israel was not
to adopt or adapt:

« Exodus 12:48,49;

20:10; 22:21; 23:9,
12; Numbers 15:14-
16, 26-30; 19:10;
35:15; Deuteronomy
1:16; 5:15; 10:18-
19; 12:18; 14:29;
16:11, 14; 24:14-22;
26:11-13; 27:19;
28:43; 31:10-13 .
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* The Law of Moses » Being a foreigner
does not deal with among the Jews
converting foreigners meant either that a
to Judaism on the Gentile was under

basis of believing, but  profound pressure
rather on the basis of to conform to the
their outward behavior. Mosaic Law...

* It assumes Israel is in « or the Jews under
the promised land & pressure to com-
is free of domination. promise the Law.
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* In Judges, those « In the records
judges freeing Israel  of the kings of
often destroyed the Israel & Judah,
pagan images, their approval
temples & altars or disapproval
(Judges 6:25-32). was in great part

« In 1 Kings 18, Eljah ~ dependent upon
was merciless to the  their intolerance of
prophets of Baal. the pagan religions.
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* The prophets who
were sent to Israel
frequently decried
the acceptance of
the pagan religious
practices among the
Jews (see Jeremiah
7:16-20; 44:15-19
regarding worship of

the queen of heaven).

* The last Old
Testament prophet,
Malachi, denounced
the inroads of pagan
religion & culture
into the culture of
the Jews & the
neglect of the Law of
Moses by all Israel,
including the priests.
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+» Jesus focused * He presented Himself
His attention upon as the Messiah to the
Israel, but did Samaritan woman at

encounter adapted the well & all the other
Mosaic Law at many Samaritans in Sychar,
turns, including the who had a religion
various Jewish similar to Israel’s, but
groups (Pharisees, based in Samaria, not
Sadducees, etc.). Jerusalem (John 4:1ff).
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» The first religion » Paul was the
encountered was apostle to the
Judaism, & the Gentiles (Romans

apostles addressed 15:15-16; Ephesians
it initially by meeting  3:8) so encountering

right in the temple a variety of religions
porticos, but refus- was common for
ing to be silenced Paul & his Christian
by the Sanhedrin companions.

(Acts 2-5).



[image: image16.png]How did the apostles
address other religions?

* In general, the ¢ The encroachments
apostles used of other religions &
features of the philosophies into
culture, including the churches, how-
the religious & ever, was met with
philosophical written & verbal
terminology, as a correction, as
point of common evidenced by
communication almost all of the

with the unsaved. apostles’ letters.
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*\When Paul spoke * \When Paul taught
to the philosophers doctrine to Christians,
in Athens, he began at times he would use
by taking note of the words from the pagan
existence of the altar  religions, but would
to the unknown god use them differently.

(see Acts 17:16-34), .« “Mystery” (musterion)
saying thatthe God  was, then, something

he was introducing unknown before, but
was the unknown god.  now revealed.
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* mystery: musterion, from mué =
to shut the mouth (Philippians 4:12).

» The word was used for “mystical truths”
in the pagan religions, in which the initiates
were sworn to secrecy upon penalty of death.

» Paul reverses the typical cultural use of the
word in that he refers to a truth previously
unknown, but which is now made known
to all willing to hear (Colossians 1:26, 27).
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*\When the apostle
John wrote to the
believers in 1
John, he gave
them criteria by
which to “smoke
out” the false
teaching of
incipient
gnosticism:

1 John 4:2-3, “By this

you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is from God; 3
and every spirit that does
not confess Jesus is not
from God; this is the spirit
of the antichrist, of which
you have heard that it is
coming, and now it is
already in the world.”
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