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Mosaic Law

Roman Law

Motive to own

Humanitarian / econ.

Social status / econ.

Entry into slavery Voluntary Mostly involuntary
Treatment Good Wide variance
Living conditions Same as master Variable
Legal controls High Medium
Legal recourse Full Medium/high
Legal agent status Full Medium

Legal exit Automatic or early Customary / frequent
Occupation types Narrow Very wide range
Social status Acceptable Very wide range

Economic status Better Better to much better

vs. poor free labor




[image: image2.png]How to be a slave in one easy lesson

* Theinterestingfeature « The chart on the
of slavery in the Bible  slide above will
is great variability. compare & contrast

« Slavery under the features of slavery
Mosaic Law was very  underthe Mosaic Law
different from slavery & under Roman law.
under Roman law, & + Most of this material
both differ even more  will focus upon slavery
greatly from slavery under Roman law, as
in early America. inthe New Testament.



[image: image3.png]Bond-servants per Philippians 1:1-2

1 Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ
Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who

are in Philippi, including the overseers and
deacons:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

(see also Romans 1:1; Galatians 1:10;

Titus 1:1; James 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1:1;
Revelation 1:1 — most NT authors introduced
themselves as a doulos of Christ).



[image: image4.png]Why so much focus on bond-servants?

The most common word for bond-servants
(=slaves) in Greek is doulos, which occurs
127 times in the New Testament, in 21 out of
27 New Testament books, plus many, many
related words.

Doulos, & other words in the New Testament
which are related to it, are pivotal in correctly
understanding the position of those who are
not saved, as well as fully understanding our
salvation & position in Christ; use of the word
did not mean approval of the system of
slavery, but rather a point of communication.



[image: image5.png]Some New Testament words related to slaves:

Bought (Greek: agoraz6; 1 Corinthians 6:20)
Redeemed (Greek: exagorazo; Galatians 3:13)
Redeemed (Greek: lutro; Titus 2:14)

Tutor/Schoolmaster (Greek: paidagogos;
Galatians 3:24, 25)

Captive (Greek: sulagogeo = kidnap, capture
by pirates or thugs — or sometimes used of
military capture as well; Colossians 2:8)

Captive (Greek: aichmalotizo = military
capture; 2 Corinthians 10:5)
Freed (Greek: dikaid; Romans 6:7, 18, 22)

Master (Greek: kurios; Ephesians 6:5)
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found,
please
return

to...”



[image: image7.png]‘I have escaped,;
hold me; if you return
me to my master
[name given] you shall
receive a solidus*”

*a gold coin

about 2.75 inches



[image: image8.png]In the Roman Empire, slaves were...

entirely subject to the will of their owners

in some cases abused & in some well cared for

of varying educational levels & occupations

at times given great responsibility (Matthew 24:45)

without much in the way of civil rights (since they
were considered property — 1 Corinthians 6:20;
7:23), but slaves did have some legal protections

sometimes given the option to be freed, by
payment or by a generous owner (1 Corinthians
7:21,22)

able, at the slave owner’s option, to have money
& property — even owning other slaves



[image: image9.png]In the Roman Empire,
governments owned slaves

» Owned by the Roman Empire, serving in
the household of Caesar & in other official
government capacities

» Owned by districts, cities & towns to
conduct official government business:

Theophilus, to whom Dr. Luke wrote Luke
& Acts, (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1) may have been
such a government slave / official charged
with reviewing Paul’s legal case.



[image: image10.png]In the Roman Empire

» Slaves were the brunt of many jokes in both
Greek & Roman theatrical comedies...

» Slaves were often portrayed as giving their
masters lip service, but speaking ill of them
& stealing from them behind their backs...

« Comedies often showed the master
threatening to send the slave to work
on a farm

» These are exactly what Paul warns against
in Ephesians 6:5-9 (i.e., “Don’t make your
Christian faith into a sarcastic comedy”)



[image: image11.png]How did one become a slave?

One could be born of slaves - automatically
owned by the owner of one’s parents (verna)

One could be found as a legally abandoned
child (a father could legally physically abandon
his children until the child was legally accepted
by the father — or adopted by another).

One could be captured in military conquest
or by pirates or thugs

One could volunteer to be a slave

One could sell himself into slavery because
of indebtedness, or...



[image: image12.png]Roman Relief: Slaves Pouring Wine

-




[image: image13.png]A father
could sell
his family
members
into
slavery,
& usually
this was

= to satisfy

his debts.



[image: image14.png]How many were slaves
in New Testament times?

» Galen, a medical doctor in Pergamum
(see Revelation 2:12-17) in the 2@ century
estimated that 1/3 of the population of
Pergamum consisted of slaves.

» Many scholars contend that the fraction
of the population consisting of slaves was
higher in cities like Ephesus, Athens &
Rome — probably closer to 1/2 of the
population.



[image: image15.png]How many were slaves
in New Testament times?

» Since slave ownership in rural areas was
typically much less than urban areas, over
the whole Roman Empire, about 20% of
the population consisted of slaves.

» About %2 million new slaves were needed
each year to replace those that had died,
became incapacitated, or were freed by
self-purchase or by the generosity of their
owners (during the New Testament era).



[image: image16.png]Acts 13:38-39

"Therefore let it be known to you, brethren,
that through Him forgiveness of sins+ is
proclaimed to you, 39 and through Him
everyone who believes is freed* from all
things, from which you could not be freed*
through the Law of Moses.

+ forgiveness of sins: freedom from bondage
to sin due to payment of the ransom price

* freed: freed from bondage (slavery) because
the price of freedom has been paid in full




[image: image17.png]Slavery & Related Themes
in the Book of Philippians:

Paul & Timothy as bond-servants (1:1)

Christ as bond-servant (2.7)

Christ obedient to the point of death (2:8)
Doing without grumbling or disputing (2:14)
Timothy as servant (doulos; 2:22)

Caesar’s household, being many slaves (4.22)
Plus...



[image: image18.png]Christ as Lord in Philippians

* Phil1:2 <« Phil2:29 + Phil 4:2
* Phil 1:14  « Phil 3:1 * Phil 4:4
* Phil 2:11  « Phil 3:8 * Phil 4:5
* Phil 2:19 - Phil 3:20 + Phil 4:10
* Phil 2:24 « Phil 4:1 * Phil 4:23

* Kurios: translated “master” elsewhere
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Masters [plural of kurios], grant to
your slaves justice and fairness,
knowing that you too have a
Master [kurios] in heaven.




[image: image20.png]Add to the “slave” themes in Philippians:

The terms
“‘overseers” & “deacons™
were frequently applied to slaves
in the Greek-speaking areas
of the Roman Empire

* episkopois & diakonois:
see Philippians 1:1
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[image: image22.png]‘Masters’ in the New Testament

« Sin: e The Law:

* “We know that the  + *Christ redeemed
law is spiritual; but | us from the curse of
am unspiritual, sold the Law” (Gal. 3:13)

as a slave to sin.”  “in order that He

(Romans 7:14) might redeem those
* ‘that He might who were under the

redeem us from Law, that we might

every lawless deed”  receive the adoption
(Titus 2:14) as sons” (Gal. 4:5)



[image: image23.png]‘Masters’ in the New Testament

» Decay: » False gods:
» “. ., .that the » “Formerly, when

creation itself will
be liberated from its
bondage to decay
and brought info the
glorious freedom of
the children of God”
(Romans 8:21)

you did not know
God, you were
slaves to those who
by nature are not
gods... Do you wish
fo be enslaved by
them all over
again?” (Gal. 4:8ff)



[image: image24.png]‘Masters’ in the New Testament

+ Satan: » Appetites & desires:

* “so that by his death + “For such people
he might destroy him  are not serving our
who holds the power  Lord Christ, but their
of death - that is, the  own appetites.”
devil - and free those  (Romans 16.18)
who all their lives e __.enslaved by all

were held in slavery  kinds of passions

by their fear of and pleasures”
death” (Heb. 2:14ff (Titus 3:3)

— see also Col. 1:13)




[image: image25.png]Salvation verses with slavery terms

Mark 10.45b: "For even the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and fo
give his life as a ransom for many*

John 8.36: "If therefore the Son shall make
you free, you shall be free indeed"

Sanctification verse with slavery terms

Galatians 5.1: "It was for freedom that Christ
set us free, therefore keep standing firm and
do not be subject again fo a yoke of slavery"



[image: image26.png]Galatians 3:26-28

For you are all sons of God through faith

in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were
baptized [placed completely] into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free man, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

(see also Colossians 3:11)



[image: image27.png]Key Principles

Our position in Christ does not depend
upon earthly status or distinction, yet...

The characteristics of the prominent system
of slavery in the New Testament world are
used repeatedly to teach about our position
in Christ & the condition the Lord intends as
we walk in that eternal, irreversible position
we have in Him, by His marvelous grace.
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