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[image: image2.png]Revelation 2:1-7 (Ephesus)

"To the messenger of the church in Ephesus write: The One
who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks
among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2 'l know your
deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot
tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call
themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to
be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured for
My name's sake, and have not grown weary. 4 'But | have this
against you, that you have left your first love. 5 "Therefore
remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the
deeds you did at first; or else | am coming to you and will
remove your lampstand out of its place--unless you repent.

6 "Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the
Nicolaitans, which | also hate. 7 'He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, | will grant to eat of the tree of life which is

in the Paradise of God.'




[image: image3.png]See the Revelation Elective 2009 for a full explanation.

The messages to
the seven churches of Revelation

* The seven churches
of Revelation (1-3)
were in cities that
had international
exposure (ports &
Roman roads, even
connecting eastward
to the Silk Road),

& a strong Greek
cultural background.

And there was
significant Jewish
influence from the
migration of Jews
there about 220 BC.

But each city had its
own history & local
culture as well, so the
messages to each of
the churches vary.
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[image: image5.png]Key background on Ephesus

» Ephesus had » Paul spent 3 years
every advantage total in Ephesus
of apostolic back- teaching & sent
ground: Paul spoke Timothy to correct
to the elders at the false teachers.
Ephesus (Acts 20), .« According to records
which was the outside of the Bible,
longest address John spent his last
to Christians in years there — per-

the book of Acts. haps 20+ years.



[image: image6.png]Key background on Ephesus

» Ephesus was
famous for its
lamp-lit streets.

» Ephesus’ principal
deity was Artemis,
represented in
some carvings
& sculptures as
a tree of life.



[image: image7.png]Revelation 2:8-11 (Smyrna)

"And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna
write: The first and the last, who was dead,

and has come to life, says this: 9 'l know your
tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich),
and the blasphemy by those who say they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan. 10 'Do not fear what you are about to
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of
you into prison, so that you will be tested, and
you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful
until death, and | will give you the crown of life.
11'He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes
will not be hurt by the second death."
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[image: image10.png]Key background on Smyrna

» Smyrna had a » About the time of
Jewish community the writing of the
that was organized book of Revelation,
as a synagogue & in the decades

« The Jewish people thereafter, the
in Smyrna appearto  Jewish community
have been wealthy showed particular

& influential, evenin  hostility toward
the Gentile culture. Christians.



[image: image11.png]Key background on Smyrna

* Records from * The “crown” in the
Smyrna indicate message to Smyrna
that the Jews was not a crown of
made significant royalty (a diadem
contributions to crown), but rather
Smyrna’s public a victor’s crown for
works & activities, having won a race
& seemed to be or other athletic

very influential. event.



[image: image12.png]Revelation 2:12-17 (Pergamum)

"And to the messenger of the church in Pergamum write: The
One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 13 'l know
where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My
name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas,
My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where
Satan dwells. 14 'But | have a few things against you, because
you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who
kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of
immorality. 15 'So you also have some who in the same way
hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 "Therefore repent; or
else | am coming to you quickly, and | will make war against
them with the sword of My mouth. 17 'He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him | will give some of the hidden manna, and

| will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the
stone which no one knows but he who receives it.'
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[image: image15.png]Key background on Pergamum

* In the year 29 B.C.

Pergamum was
given the privilege
of establishing a
sacrificial site for
the goddess Roma
and the emperor
Octavian, who was
soon to be called
Caesar Augustus.

« Awhite stone had

a few possible
meanings in the
culture, butthe one
that fits the facts

of the case is that
giventothe victorin
an athletic contest,
which is his pass to
the victor's banquet.



[image: image16.png]Key background on Pergamum

* Mention of the
sword of judgment
in both the begin-
ning & the end of
the message is
ominous — to be
taken seriously.



[image: image17.png]Revelation 2:18-29 (Thyatira)

"And to the messenger of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who
has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like bumished bronze, says this:
19" | know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance,
and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 20 'But | have this against
you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and
she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of
immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 'l gave her time to repent, and
she does not want to repent of her immorality. 22 '‘Behold, | will throw her on a
bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation,
unless they repent of her deeds. 23 'And | will kill her children with pestilence,
and all the churches will know that | am He who searches the minds and
hearts; and | will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 24 'But |
say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who
have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them--I place no other
burden on you. 25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until | come. 26 'He
who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM | WILL
GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM
WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN
TO PIECES, as | also have received authority from My Father; 28 and | will
give him the morning star. 29 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.'
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[image: image20.png]Key background
on Thyatira

» Thyatira was
the smallest of
the seven cities
addressed in
Revelation, yet
the message to
this church is
the longest.

» Thyatira had a temple to

Apollo Timnius the city’s
patron deity, the son of
Zeus - head of the
Greek pantheon of
gods, associated with
the power of the sun;
the city seal show him
holding an ax, indicating
power in war, & shaking
hands with the Roman
emperor, also a deity.
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on Thyatira

» Thyatira had
many craftsmen,
merchants & trade
guilds, with guilds
meeting monthly
in pagan temples.

» The trade guild

meetings were
typically opened &
closed with pagan
rituals, & included
meals with meat
offered to idols, &
these were often
followed by further
sacrifices to idols,
& orgies.



[image: image22.png]Revelation 3:1-6 (Sardis)

"To the messenger of the church in Sardis write: He who has
the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: 'l know
your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you
are dead. 2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain,
which were about to die; for | have not found your deeds
completed in the sight of My God. 3 'So remember what you
have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore
if you do not wake up, | will come like a thief, and you will not
know at what hour | will come to you. 4 'But you have a few
people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they
will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5'He who
overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and | will
not erase his name from the book of life, and | will confess

his name before My Father and before His angels. 6 'He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
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[image: image25.png]Key background
on Sardis

» Except for one
steep & winding
ridge that allowed
access on the south
side, all the other
sides of the plateau
were a steep, almost
vertical wall.

» The upper city of

Sardis saw itself as
invincible, so that
on more than 1
occasion only 1
person stayed up
to watch out for the
enemy they knew
was there except at
what was thought to
be the only possible
point of attack; all
the others went to
sleep.
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on Sardis

» Those in upper
Sardis — the fortress
— would throw their
garbage & animal
carcasses over the
edge into the deep
ravine below.

But one clever
observer noticed
that when the
vultures would have

* their fill from the
garbage & animal
carcasses, they
would go up to the
wall & rest; since
the birds would not
rest if there was
somebody watch-
ing at the wall, he
concluded that
there was nobody
watching there —
which is where they
scaled the cliff.



[image: image27.png]Revelation 3:7-13 (Philadelphia)

"And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy,
who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and
who shuts and no one opens, says this: 8 'l know your deeds. Behold, |
have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you
have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.
9 'Behold, | will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they
are Jews and are not, but lie--| will make them come and bow down at your
feet, and make them know that | have loved you. 10 'Because you have kept
the word of My perseverance, | also will keep you from the hour of testing
that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who
dwell on the earth. 11 ' am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that
no one will take your crown. 12 ' He who overcomes, | will make him a pillar
in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and | will
write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the
new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My
new name. 13 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.'
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[image: image30.png]Key background on Philadelphia

+ After the emperor » During the reign of
Tiberius (14-27 AD) Vespasian (AD 69-

helped the city 79), who came from
rebuild after an the Flavian family,
earthquake, the the city showed
city called itself its devotion to the
Neocaesarea to emperor by calling
show its gratitude itself Philadelphia

for the assistance. Flavia.
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* There were many
temples to pagan
deities & trade
guilds meeting
in them.

+ It was a widespread

custom in New
Testament times to
write the names of
key contributors

on the pillars of
the temple.

* There was a
Jewish synagogue
in Philadelphia in
the late 1st century
AD; a 3rd century
inscription from a
nearby town also
mentions a
synagogue,
indicating that a
Jewish community
lived in the area
for a long time.



[image: image32.png]Revelation 3:14-22 (Laodicea)

"To the messenger of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful
and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15
know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; | wish that you were
cold or hot. 16 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, |
will spit you out of My mouth. 17 'Because you say, "l am rich, and have
become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you
are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 | advise you
to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white
garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your
nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that
you may see. 19 'Those whom | love, | reprove and discipline; therefore be
zealous and repent. 20 '‘Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and will dine with
him, and he with Me. 21 'He who overcomes, | will grant to him to sit down
with Me on My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My Father on
His throne. 22 'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches."
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[image: image35.png]Key background on Laodicea

» Although damaged -+ Laodicea was

by earthquakes a center for the
during the reign of regional textile
Augustus (27 B.C - industry.

A.D.14) &againin  « The sheep in that
A.D. 60, the city - region produced
kept rebuilding with 3 plack wool that
its own funds & was exceptionally

even prospering. soft.



[image: image36.png]Key background on Laodicea

» Laodicea, \_Nhich » Colossians 4:1-3
had a medical mentions Laodicea,
school, was also & focuses on the

famous for its eye
salve, which was
made from local
clays & olive oil.

spiritual riches,
possibly countering
the Laodicean
tendency to rely
upon physical
riches.
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