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THE APOSTLE JOHM, THE FATHERS,
AND PREMILLEMNIALISHM IM ASIA MINOR

“Among [the Ante-Nicene Fathers] some strong men were advocates of
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1. Johnin Ephesus: Irenseus, 4g. Her. 11, XX, 5;
I, 15 10, HE, 4; Clement of Alexandria, furs
Qives Selvetvr, Ch. KLU ; Eusebius, O4. Ars?.,

I, 15 T, XX, 115 1, XXN0, 4 8 6; Polycrates,
H1, XxXl, 4; ¥, XK1Y, 3-4.

see Eusebius, £4. Aist.,

2. lgnatius and Polycarp: ignatius, £pis?. fo
Ep#., Ch.XNl; Epis?. 2o Meg., Ch.XY. Ignatius
visited Polycarp enroute to martyrdom in Rome.
No early writer suggests a Johanine connection.

3. Polycarp and John: Irenaeus, dg. #Her., 111, 11,
4; Tertullian, Fres. &g Her., Cho XX,

4. Papias snd John: (Pro) Iremweus, dg. Her., ¥,
X¥XI1, 4; {(Con} Eusebius, £A. Hisi., 111, XXX,
3-4; Polycarp: see Lightfoot, d4pss. Frs., Pt 2,
for. £ Foly., ¥ol. 1, p. 442,
see Quasten/Plumpe, 4.8 8., Didecthe, p. 108,

5. Justin Martyr and Ephesus: On “the Xystus” or
broad avenue, see Justin's 277, Ch. | and Euseb.,

Prepared by Larry ¥. Crutchfield, Ph.D.
{Version 1.0)

Ignatius: perhaps;

— Association doubtful
- Association probable

== Association virtually
certain

Ch Hise IV, RV, 6; Polycarp: see Lightfoot,
Apos. Frs., P2, jgn. & Foly., Yol 1, p. 444,
Papias: pessibly; length of J's Ephesian visit?

. Melito and Polucarp: see Lightfoot, dzss. Frs.,
Pt. 2, /gn. & Foly., Vol 1, p. 444, |renaeus:
likely, see Anis-Hicense Frs., 8:750.

7_ Apellinaris and Polycarp: see Lightfoot, dpes.
Frs  PLZ, ign & Fely.,¥ol. 1, p. 444. That
there would have been contact with Papiss also
i5 certain, and with Melito, most likely.
Irenacus and Polycarp/Smyrna: Eusebius, £4.
His?. ¥, %X, That irenesus could “describe the
very place in which . . . Polycarp sat as he dis-
coursed,” etc., suggests residence at Smyrna.
Papias: probably, see Shimeall, Secend Com-

frg, p. 67, Melito: likely, see dnle- Hicene
Frs., 8:750.

#C.A, Briggs, "Origin and History of Premillenarian-
ism,"” Lufharan Puarforlfy 9 (April 1879):228.




[image: image2.png]Key Turning Points in Church History

33 — Christ’s death, burial, resurrection &
ascension, then shortly thereafter, Pentecost

96 - Death of John, last living Apostle

312 — Constantine declares Christianity legal
in the Roman Empire

590 - Gregory | becomes Bishop of Rome,
the first to be called “Pope”

1517 - Luther nails 95 theses to Roman
Catholic church door at Wittenberg

1648 - Peace of Westphalia signed,
ending the 30 years war



[image: image3.png]3% the Setting of the Church

GALNTIANS 4:4

When the time had fully come,

God sent his Son. ..

THE INFLUENCE OF ROME
POLITICAL

THE INFLUENCE OF GREECE
INTELLECTUAL

THE INFLUENCE OF THE JEWS
RELIGIOUS
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“_..in the fullness of the time...” Galatians 4:4

» The Roman Empire provided
political stability & good roads
on which to carry the gospel.

> = * Greek culture brought the
i Greek language which was

S v structured beautifully for

g i precisely conveying the

A SIT N HATOR essential New Testament truths.
FMIATPOCH MWW N KA )

Do » The spread of Jewish culture

gave the Empire a background
in the Old Testament so as to
better convey the gospel.
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The apostles wrote letters & histories

FRONT BACK

A Gospel of
John fragment
~125 AD





Timetable of the 

New Testament Books

 

	NT Book
	Approximate Date*
	NT Author

	Matthew
	50-60
	Matthew

	Mark
	50-58
	Mark

	Luke
	60
	Luke

	John
	85-90
	John

	Acts
	60
	Luke

	Romans
	57-58
	Paul

	1 Corinthians
	56
	Paul

	2 Corinthians
	57
	Paul

	Galatians
	49
	Paul

	Ephesians
	61
	Paul

	Philippians
	61
	Paul

	Colossians
	61
	Paul

	1 Thessalonians
	51
	Paul

	2 Thessalonians 
	51-52
	Paul

	1 Timothy
	63-64
	Paul

	2 Timothy
	66-67
	Paul

	Titus
	65
	Paul

	Philemon 
	60-61
	Paul

	Hebrews
	61-68
	?????

	James
	45-50
	James

	1 Peter
	63-65
	Peter

	2 Peter
	66
	Peter

	1 John
	90-95
	John

	2 John
	90-95
	John

	3 John
	90-95
	John

	Jude
	68-80
	Jude

	Revelation
	95
	John


*Other conservative chronologies may vary slightly 
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Whatever Happened to the Apostles?

» Judas < » Bartholomew

* James the son of ¢ James the Son of
Zebedee 4 Alpheaus

* Andrew * Simon the Zealot

* Thomas * Peter

+ Philip » Paul

* Matthew * John the son of

« Mathias Zebedee 4

“09 NT History — The Life & Times of John” in Bible Backgrounds
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[image: image11.png]The division of the Roman Empire had &
continues to have major impacts upon the
character of the church up to this day

» The Roman Empire went from western &
eastern halves administratively in 284 AD to
two separate & crumbling empires in 395 AD.

» The western & eastern churches’ connections
to the Roman Empire beginning in 313 AD
meant that as the empire split, so increasingly
did the church.

» The Roman Emperor was called “Pontif
Maxim”, & the divided empire was further
subdivided into areas, each one called a
diocese, & each diocese headed by a vicar.



[image: image12.png]The division of the Roman Empire had &
continues to have major impacts upon the
character of the church up to this day

» The Orthodox church continued to move
apart from the Roman Catholic church,
culminating in mutual excommunications
in 1054 AD, & the Roman Catholic church
initiating & supporting the Crusades in the
couple of centuries that followed.



[image: image13.png]The division of the Roman Empire had &
continues to have major impacts upon the
character of the church up to this day

» The Roman Catholic church operated
differently than the Orthodox church, & in
different cultures, so only the geographical
domain of the Roman Catholic church later
saw the Reformation & the radical develop-
ment of the Protestant movements.
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Emperor Constantine (274-337 AD)

* Declared
Christianity legal in
the Roman Empire
in 312 AD

Declared
Christianity the

official religion of
the Roman Empire

in 313 AD, then the
only legal religion in
324 AD
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From Constantine’s Declaration...

» A history of the Christian church to date
was written by Eusebius & 50 copies of
the scriptures were made, by sponsorship
& funding of the Roman Empire.

» Since only about 10% of the Roman
Empire’s people were Christians, pagan
temples were converted to Christian church
buildings or eventually even shut down.

» Councils were sponsored by the Roman
Empire in order to resolve doctrinal issues.
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[image: image17.png]Imperial & Early Medieval Church Councils
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Some Changes from 312 to 590

Continuing decline in the political unity
& military power of the Roman Empire

Increasing role of the bishop of Rome
in military & government matters of the
western portion of the Roman empire

Expansion of Christianity into lands &
peoples more distant from the boundaries
of the old Roman Empire & increasing
number of those who called themselves
Christians
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[image: image39.jpg]The History of Islam

570 Birth of Muhammad
622 the Hijrah

630 the capture of Mecca
632 the death of Muhammad

636 the conquest of Jerusalem and Damascus

690 the construction of the Dome of the Rock,
Jerusalem

713 the conquest of Cordova, Spain, and the

expansion into the Indus Valley

732 the Battle of Tours, France

1453

1099 | | the capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders
the fall of Constantinople

Chart 109
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John Wycliffe:

A Voice for Reform

Born:

Place of Birth:
Died:

Educated at:
Place of Ministry:
Position:

Contribution:

Major Works:

c. 1320

Yorkshire, England
1384

Oxford University
Oxford, England
Professor

Translated Bible
into English

On Civil Lordship
On the Mass
On the Pastoral Office




[image: image24.png]The Printing Press in Europe

First book printed
was the Latin

Printing press introduced
in Europe about 1455 by
Johannes Gutenberg




[image: image25.png]In the decades after the
introduction of the printing press

» Greek New Testament
* Hebrew Old Testament

» Greek & Hebrew
Grammars

» Greek & Hebrew
Lexicons

« Ancient documents

providing background
to the Old & New Erasmus’ Greek New

Testaments Testament 1st Edition:
Printed 1516
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The Issues of the Reformation

What was new What was unchanged
* The basis of » Politically & militarily
authority (Scripture) aligned churches

* The basis of  Allegorical
salvation (faith) interpretation of

+ Personal Bible study ~ much of Scripture
& interpretation (Israel » Church)
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A Protestant Doctrinal Divide

Calvinism: Arminianism

» Five points * Makes man’s
founded on God's free will primary

sovereignty « Allows for loss
(acronym: TULIP) of salvation

Confronted in the Council of Dort,
the Netherlands (1618-19)
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Modern & Post-Modern Trends

* Protestantism breaks into more & more
groups, including cults, now numbering
20,000 plus worldwide (compare to
1 Corinthians 1:10).

» Growing movements of liberalism
& skepticism in western culture.

» Christendom has a decreasing connection
with politics, military & civil enforcement.

» Missionary activity & persecution increase
by orders of magnitude into the 20th
century.
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Key personalities since 1648

*» Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768- 1834)

» German theology professor
claiming that the substance |
of religion is emotions /

* Influential in the next
generation of German
& other European
theologians
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Key personalities since 1648

» Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)

» Of Lutheran background,
he laid the foundation for
secular & religious ;
existentialism

» Expressed the “leap of
faith” concept & verifying
truth by experience
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Key personalities since 1648

» John Nelson Darby (1800-1882)
* Involved with Plymouth Brethren

» Clearly expressed dispensational
view about 1830, including AN
the teaching regarding a A
pretribulation rapture B A

7. %
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Key personalities since 1648

» Lewis Sperry Chafer (1871-1952)

* Wrote eight volume
Systematic Theology

» Founded Philadelphia
College of the Bible &
Dallas Theological Seminary

* Successor at Dallas
Theological Seminary:
John Walvoord
(1910-2002)
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Key Time Periods in Church History - Page 6 of 10

[image: image40.jpg]The Emergence of the
Roman Catholic Church

Latin used in prayer and worship,

imposed by Pope Gregory I 600
Prayers directed to Mary, dead saints, and angels 600
Kissing pope’s feet began with Pope Constantine 709
Veneration of cross, images, and relics authorized 786
College of Cardinals established 927
Canonization of dead people as saints initiated 995
Attendance at Mass made mandatory 1000
Celibacy of priesthood, decreed by Pope Gregory VII 1079
Rosary, repetitious praying with beads,

invented by Peter the Hermit 1090
The sale of indulgences established

to reduce time in purgatory 1190
Transubstantiation, proclaimed by Pope Innocent III 1215

Confession of sins to priests,
instituted by Pope Innocent III 1215

The doctrine of seven sacraments affirmed 1439

Tradition claimed equal in authority
with the Bible, Council of Trent 1545

Apocryphal books declared canon by Council of Trent 1546

Chart 99




