[image: image1.png]Revelation: The four links from God to us

1) Inspiration — The Holy Spirit's involvement in
inspiring the human authors of Scripture as they put
God’'s word to scroll & papyrus (2 Timothy 3:16,17;
2 Peter 1:19-21)

2) Canonization — The collection of the God-intended
books into the body of writings He desired, as well as
the exclusion of documents which He did not desire for
us to see as revelation from Him (Psalm 119:89)

3) Transmission — The documents had to be
transmitted & preserved such that we would receive
or find them (Psalm 119:40, Psalm 138:2)

4) Translation — Translation had to or has to be done
so that mankind can understand the word of God (Acts
9:36; 21:40; Revelation 9:11)



[image: image2.png]Letters & histories were written on:

» Papyrus (most common)
* Vellum (animal skins)

« Clay or stone tablets

* Pottery sherds
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[image: image4.png]The Apostolic era foundation for
the canon of New Testament Scripture

» The Old Testament had a fixed canon by the
Apostolic era (see quote by Josephus on the
first page of “Outlines for Church History”).

» Jesus’ words had authority from the outset
because of who He was (John 1:1-18).

» Apostles functioned as a “living canon” from
the beginning. They were called to take the
message into the world, to instruct all
concerning Him & what they saw & heard
(Acts 1:21-22; John 14-16; 1 John 1:1-3).



[image: image5.png]Jude 3 & Apostolic Revelation

Beloved, while | was making every effort to
write you about our common salvation, | felt
the necessity to write to you appealing that
you contend earnestly' for the faith? which
was once for all® handed down to the saints.

T contend earnestly = Greek epagonizomai
= an intense athletic struggle

2the faith = the body of teachings which
constitute the apostolic teaching

3 once for all = Greek hapax = once given,

perpetually valid; compare Hebrews 9:26, 28;
10:12




[image: image6.png]The Apostles’ canonical activities

Selecting & verifying of contents (John 20:30;
21:23-24; Luke 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-4)

Public reading of Scripture (1 Thessalonians
5:27; 1 Timothy 4:13; Revelation 1:3)

Circulation of Scripture (Colossians 4:16;
2 Peter 3.15-16; Revelation 1:11)

Determination of what was in the “canon”
& what was not (2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17;
Hebrews 4:12 — “the word”)

Quoting of New Testament Scripture (1
Timothy 5:18, Paul quoting from Luke 10:7)



[image: image7.png]Events which confirmed or required
a New Testament canon

» Valentinus (140 AD) indicated wide use
of New Testament books in the church.

» Marcion (140 AD) formed his own canon
with an edited version of Luke & some of
Paul’s letters, seeking to eliminate apparent
Jewish influence (anti-Semitic).

» Montanus (170 AD) added to & contradicted
the canon with additional revelation through
prophecy & tongues; considered a heretic
by at least a couple of John’s disciples.



[image: image8.png]Events which confirmed or required
a New Testament canon

» Each one of the New Testament books was
quoted by early church authors, including
direct or second generation disciples of the
apostle John (late 15t century to 2" century).

» Under Emperors Decius (249-251) &
Diocletian (303-305, continuing to 312),
the mandatory destruction of Christian
Scriptures required the definition of which
books were included, since undeclared
possession brought the death penalty.
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c. 988
Georgian

c. 500-700

Armenian

{by 439}

Syriac c. 200
Vulgate Syriac
by 411}

madefc. 500

The Spread of the Church: Nubian c. 600

The Witness of Vernacular Translations Coptic
{Sahidic, c. 270}
{Boharic, c. 400}
Ethiopic c. 500



[image: image10.png]Codex Sinaiticus (4" Century)

» Complete New Testament in
bound form (about 340 AD)

» Found at St. Catherine’s
monastery, Sinai




[image: image11.png]The New Testament Documents

There are at least 5309 surviving hand
copied Greek manuscripts that contain
all or parts of the New Testament.

There are more than 19,000 ancient
New Testament manuscripts in Latin,
Syriac, Armenian, & other languages.

The oldest copies of the New Testament
known to exist are the Syriac & Old Latin
versions.

All totaled, more than 24,000 handwritten
copies of the New Testament have survived.



[image: image12.png]Comparison to Other Ancient Documents

Author When Earliest | Time | No. of
Wiritten Copy in yrs | Copies
Caesar 100-44 BC | 900 AD | 1000 10
Plato 427-347 BC| 900 AD | 1200 7
Aristotle 384-322 BC| 1100 AD | 1400 5
Herodotus |480-425BC| 900 AD | 1300 8
Tacitus 100 AD 1100 AD | 1000 20
Demosthenes | 383-322 BC| 1100 AD | 1300 | 200
New 1st century | 2nd century | <100 |>24,000

Testament




[image: image13.png]Jerome (340-420)

* Translated the Greek
& Hebrew Scriptures
into Latin (called the
Vulgate), including the
Apocrypha, about 405.

» This replaced the Old
Latin translation (190).

« Translation work was
done from Bethlehem.



[image: image14.png]Final indications of the canon

» Athanasius (295-373) wrote in 367, listing
the present 27 books of the New Testament
canon, & first used the word “canon” in
reference to the New Testament.

* Church councils
at Hippo (393) &
Carthage (397 & 419)
each confirmed the
present list of 27 New
Testament books.



[image: image15.png]What qualifies a book as “canon”?

1) Apostolicity: Was the book written by an
apostle or apostolic associate (requiring also,
of course, that the book was of the Apostolic
era)?

2) Spirituality: Were the contents of a given
book of such a spiritual character as to entitle
it to this rank?

3) Universality: Was the book universally
received in the church?

4) Inspiration: Did the book give evidence
of being divinely inspired?



[image: image16.png]Why the canon is closed

» God has completed the revealing through
His Son & those he elected to serve as
contemporary witnesses (Hebrews 1:2).

< Jude 3, Revelation 22:18,19, 1 Corinthians
4, Hebrews 2:1-4, Ephesians 2:20 & 3:4,5
all speak of the finality of apostolic era
revelation (among other passages).

» There are no more apostles, since no others
qualify biblically (Acts 1:22; 1 Corinthians
1:1; 9:1,2; 12:18; 2 Corinthians 3:1-3; 9:2;
12:12; Galatians 2:7-9; Ephesians 1:1;
Colossians 1:1; Hebrews 2:4).



[image: image17.png]Chapter Numbers & Breaks Added

» Stephen Langton,
Professor at the
University of Paris, is
credited by most for
adding the chapter
numbers & divisions
to Scripture in 1227.

« Some others credit

Cardinal Hugo of St.
Cherin 1263



[image: image18.png]John Wycliffe (1320-1384)

* Professor at Oxford

* Translated the Bible
from Latin Vulgate into
14th century English.

* Because of the lack of
printing technology, all
copying was done by
hand.



[image: image19.png]The Printing Press in Europe

First book printed
was the Latin Bible

Printing press introduced
in Europe about 1455 by
Johannes Gutenberg




[image: image20.png]Desiderius Erasmus (1469?7-1536)

« First to assemble &
have printed the entire
Greek New Testament.

* Greek documents
were not the earliest
northe most complete.

* Last verses of Erasmus’ Greek New

Revelation were Testament 1st Edition:
translated from the Printed 1516

Latin back into Greek.




[image: image21.png]Verses Numbers & Breaks Added

* Robert Stephanus, a
printer in Paris, added
verse numbers to the Greek
New Testament in 1551.

» William Whittingham of
Oxford added those verse
numbers to the English
New Testament in 1557,
& to the Old Testament in
1560 (the Geneva Bible).

Whittingham



[image: image22.png]English Bible Timeline: Wycliffe Bible to King James Revisions
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* The Geneva Bible was the first to have chapters and verses and italicized words for those added to the text.
+ Bibles up to this pointhad generally been printed with the Apocrypha, and the 1611 King James Bible included the Apocrypha.
Subsequent printings of the King James Bible typically included the Apocrypha, though a trend towards printings without the Apoerypha

began to mcrease.



[image: image23.png]Textual comparisons of John 3:16 in early printings of the English Bible:
“1st Ed. King James (1611): "For God so loued the world, that he gaue his

only begotten Sonne: that whosoeuer beleeueth in him, should not perish, but
haue euerlasting life."

*Rheims (1582): "For so God loued the wvorld, that he gaue his only-begotten
sonne: that euery one that beleeueth in him, perish not, but may haue life
euerlasting"

*Geneva (1557): "For God so loueth the world, that he hath geuen his only
begotten Sonne: that none that beleue in him, should peryshe, but haue
euerlasting lyfe."

«Great Bible (1539): "For God so loued the worlde, that he gaue his only
begotten sonne, that whosoeuer beleueth in him, shulde not perisshe, but haue
euerlasting lyfe."

*Tyndale (1534): "For God so loveth the worlde, that he hath geven his only
sonne, that none that beleve in him, shuld perisshe: but shuld have everlastinge
lyfe."

Wycliff (1380): "for god loued so the world; that he gaf his ocon bigetun sone,
that eche man that bileueth in him perisch not: but haue euerlastynge liif,"
*Pre-English (995): "God lufode middan-eard swa, dat he seade his an-
cennedan sunu, dat nan ne forweorde de on hine gely ac habbe dat ece lif."




[image: image24.png]1611 KJV

The reftoring of feremiah. the Church|

15 For behold, the Lorpwil come| |thren for an offering vnto the Lorp,
with fire, and with his charets like a| lout of all nations, vpon horses and in
whirlewinde, to render his anger with| [charets, and in ||litters, and vpon|tor.coacher.
furie, and his rebuke with flames of| [mules, and vpon swift beasts to my ho-
five. lie mountaine Jerusalem, saith the

16 For by fire and by his sword, willl {Lorp; .as tl children of Israel
the Lorp plead with all flesh : and| |bring an offering |n a cleane vessell, into|
the slaine of the Lorp shalbe many. | [the house of the [l.orp.

17 They that sanctifiec themselues,| [ 21 And I willjalso take of them for|
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The first Bible
printed in America
was in the native
Algonquin Indian
language, & used
by John Eliot to
evangelize the
American

Indians

(1663).




[image: image26.png]1782 Aitken Bible (KJV)

18t English Bible printed in America



[image: image27.png]Why Not the Apocrypha?

1) The Jews never received these books.
They were rejected by both Jews and
all Christians up until 400 AD.

2) They have many errors of time, history,
geography, as well as contradictions to
the 66 books in the Bible.

3) Christ and the apostles in the New
Testament quote 260 times from 35 out
of 39 Old Testament books, yet they
never quote from the Apocrypha.



[image: image28.png]Why Not the Apocrypha?

4) Josephus in 90 AD listed all the 39 Old
Testament books, yet he did not include
the Apocrypha. The Roman Catholic
church only added them at the Council
of Trent (mid-1546) to defend against the
Protestants’ attack on purgatory, where
2 Maccabees 12:40-45 tells of Judas
Maccabeus offering a sacrifice for soldiers
who died while guilty of the mortal sin of
idolatry [But even the teaching based on
this passage does not stand up to scrutiny].
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