[image: image1.png]Revelation: The four links from God to us

1) Inspiration — The Holy Spirit’s involvement in
|nsp|r|ng the human authors of Scripture as they
put God’s word to scroll & papyrus (2 Timothy
3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:19-21)

2) Canonization — The collection of the God-
intended books into the body of writings He
desired, as well as the exclusion of documents
which He did not desire for us to see as
revelation from Him (Psalm 119:89)

3) Transmission — The documents had to be
transmitted & preserved such that we would
receive orfind them (Psalm 119:40, Psalm 138:2)

4) Translation — Translation had to or has to be
done so that mankind can understand the word
of God (Acts 9:36; 21:40; Revelation 9:11)



[image: image2.png]The Apostolic era foundation for
the canon of New Testament Scripture

» The Old Testament had a fixed canon by the
Apostolic era (see quote by Josephus on the
first page of “Outlines for Church History”)

» Jesus’ words had authority from the outset
because of who He was (John 1:1-18)

» Apostles functioned as a “living canon” from
the beginning. They were called to take the
message into the world, to instruct all
concerning Him & what they saw & heard
(Acts 1:21-22; John 14-16; 1 John 1:1-3)



[image: image3.png]The Apostles’ canonical activities

Selecting & verifying of contents (John 20:30;
21:23-24; Luke 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-4)

Public reading of Scripture (1 Thessalonians
5:27; 1 Timothy 4:13; Revelation 1:3)

Circulation of Scripture (Colossians 4:16;
2 Peter 3:15-16; Revelation 1:11)

Determination of what was in the “canon”
& what was not (2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17;
Hebrews 4:12 — “the word”)

Quoting of New Testament Scripture
(1 Timothy 5:18, Paul quoting from Luke 10:7)



[image: image4.png]Events which confirmed or required
a New Testament canon

» Valentinus (140 AD) indicated wide use
of New Testament books in the church.

» Marcion (140 AD) formed his own canon
with an edited version of Luke & some of
Paul’s letters, seeking to eliminate apparent
Jewish influence (anti-Semitic).

» Montanus (170 AD) added to & contradicted
the canon with additional revelation through
prophecy & tongues; considered a heretic
by at least a couple of John’s disciples.



[image: image5.png]Events which confirmed or required
a New Testament (NT) canon

» Each one of the NT books was quoted by
early church authors, including direct or
second generation disciples of the apostle
John (late 1st century to 2™ century).

» Under Emperors Decius (249-251) &
Diocletian (303-305, continuing to 312),
the mandatory destruction of Christian
Scriptures required the definition of which
books were included, since undeclared
possession brought the death penalty.



[image: image6.png]Final indications of the canon

» Athanasius (295-373) wrote in 367, listing
the present 27 books of the NT canon, & 1st
used the word “canon” in reference tothe NT.

* Church councils
at Hippo (393) &
Carthage (397 & 419)
each confirmed the
present list of 27 New
Testament books.



[image: image7.png]What qualifies a book as “canon”™?

1) Apostolicity: was the book written by an
apostle or apostolic associate (requiring also, of
course, that the book was of the Apostolic era)?
2) Spirituality: were the contents of a given
book of such a spiritual character as to entitle

it to this rank?

3) Universality: was the book universally
received in the church?

4) Inspiration: did the book give evidence

of being divinely inspired?



[image: image8.png]Why the canon is closed

» God has completed the revealing through
His Son & those he elected to serve as
contemporary witnesses (Hebrews 1:2).

< Jude 3, Revelation 22:18,19, 1 Corinthians
4, Hebrews 2:1-4, Ephesians 2:20 & 3:4,5
all speak of the finality of apostolic era
revelation (among other passages).

» There are no more apostles, since no others
qualify biblically (Acts 1:22; 1 Corinthians
1:1; 9:1,2; 12:18; 2 Corinthians 3:1-3; 9:2;
12:12; Galatians 2:7-9; Ephesians 1:1;
Colossians 1:1; Hebrews 2:4).



[image: image9.png]But what about the books that we
have that aren’t in the New Testament?

» Gospel of Thomas  + Acts of Peter
» Gospel of Barnabas + Acts of Paul

» Gospel of Peter » Acts of Andrew

» Gospel of the » Preaching of Peter
Egyptians « Apocalypse of Peter

* Gospel of the « Gospel of the
Ebionites Hebrews

+ Gospel of Philip + And many more...

By 800 AD there were about 800 fake NT books.



[image: image10.png]There were four categories
of “NT books” in the early church

* Homologoumena:

NT Apocrypha:

the accepted books:
20 of the NT books

» Antilegomena: the
7 initially somewhat

disputed NT books:
Hebrews, James,
2 Peter, 2 & 3 John,
Jude, Revelation

respected books,
but not in the NT,
such asthe Didache

Pseudepigrapha:
books rejected by
all or nearly so, &
pretending to be
valid NT books




[image: image11.png]What qualifies a book as “canon”?

1) Apostolicity: was the book written by an
apostle or apostolic associate (requiring also, of
course, that the book was of the Apostolic era)?
2) Spirituality: were the contents of a given
book of such a spiritual character as to entitle

it to this rank?

3) Universality: was the book universally
received in the church?

4) Inspiration: did the book give evidence

of being divinely inspired?



[image: image12.png]Homologoumena: the accepted books

+ Matthew * Philippians

» Mark » Colossians

» Luke » 1 Thessalonians
» John » 2 Thessalonians
» Acts * 1 Timothy

+ Romans » 2 Timothy

» 1 Corinthians » Titus

» 2 Corinthians * Philemon

» Galatians * 1 Peter

» Ephesians * 1 John



[image: image13.png]Antilegomena: the 7 initially
somewhat disputed NT books

+ Hebrews  « Some questioned the

» James apostolicity of these
e 2 Peter books for a time.

» 2 John » Revelation was

« 3 John questioned by those
« Jude who objected to a

. Revelation literal millennium.



[image: image14.png]NT Apocrypha:

respected books, but not in the NT

* The primary
example of this
would be the
Didache, which was
sort of a “church
manual’, & similar
reference works.

¢ These kinds of
books were in wide
general use, but
made no claim to
being Scripture.

* A modern book of
comparable esteem
would be “Major
Bible Themes” — the
book is widely used
& well regarded, &
makes no claim to
be Scripture, but
instead quotes from
the Scriptural books
as inspired &
authoritative.



[image: image15.png]Pseudepigrapha: books rejected by all or
nearly so, & pretending to be valid NT books

¢ These books often ¢ These were almost

had titles that all written outside
sounded like valid the era of the

NT books, but failed apostles — so these
one or more of the lacked apostolic
tests for canonicity. authorship or

sponsorship.

» Many had doctrines
that were not
consistent with the
accepted NT books.



[image: image16.png]“Fake” apostolic books started early

“‘Now we request you, brethren, with
regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our gathering together to Him,
2 that you not be quickly shaken from
your composure or be disturbed either by
a spirit or a message or a letter as if from
us, to the effect that the day of the Lord
has come.” 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2




[image: image17.png]» The Gospel
of Thomas tells
Gospel of about Jesus, at
Thomas age 5, making
clay at a brook,

] ] then turning the
* This book, written about  ¢jay into live

140, was known to but sparrows; it also
not accepted by Origen,  te|ls of Jesus
Hippolytus, Cyril of making a young
Jerusalem & Irenaeus. boy whither like

* There were two versions a tree & making
of this book in circulation, another boy fall
one of which is more dead for bumping
Gnostic in character. into His shoulder.



[image: image18.png]The Gospel of the Ebionites

» This book was from » Written in the

a Judaizers sect that 2nd century,

stressed keeping the this work was

Mosaic law & denied referenced by

that Christ was deity. Epiphanus in
the 4" century
in his Refutation
of All Heresies.



[image: image19.png]Gospel of Peter

» Though we have
only fragments,
this work was
believed to have
been written
100-130 & was
referenced by
Origen, Eusebius
& Theodoret.

« |t teaches that

Pilate was guiltless
for the death of
Christ, the Jews
deserving all of the
blame, that Jesus
felt no pain when
crucified, & that
Jesus’ brothers &
sisters were from
Joseph’s 1¢t
marriage.



[image: image20.png]Apocalypse of Peter

» Written about » Dante’s Inferno
150 — more than was influenced by
80 years after this work, which
Peter's death, reflects that this
this work goes work continued
into extensive, to have influence
grotesque detail long after it was
in describing the rejected as true
specific agonies Scripture by the

of those in hell. church at large.



[image: image21.png]Epistle to the Laodiceans

¢ Colossians 4:16
makes reference to
a letter from Paul
that went to the
church at Laodicea.

* Since we have no
such letter from Paul,
that leaves it for any-
one to “create” one,
which was done in
the late 3 century.



[image: image22.png]Protevangelium
of James

* This 2™ century work
provides supposed
details on Mary’s
birth, infancy, & life,
including that she
was perpetually a
virgin, being born
after only six months
in the womb, & also
walked seven steps
at six months of age.

« The balance of the
book tells a rather
fanciful account of
Jesus’ birth mixed
with some material
taken directly from
Matthew’s & Luke’s
account, followed
by a description
of the death of
Zechariah, in which
his spilled blood
turns to stone.



[image: image23.png]2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for training in right-
eousness; 17 so that the man of
God may be adequate, equipped
for every good work.
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[image: image26.png]The Apocalypse of Peter

1. ... many of them will be false prophets, and will teach divers ways and doctrines of perdition: but these will become sons
of perdition. 3. And then God will come unto my faithful ones who hunger and thirst and are afflicted and purify their souls
iin this life; and he will judge the sons of lawlessness. 4. And furthermore the Lord said: Let us go into the mountain: Let us
pray. 5. And going with him, we, the twelve disciples, begged that he would show us one of our brethren, the righteous who
are gone forth out of the world, in order that we might see of what manner of form they are, and having taken courage, might
also encourage the men who hear us. 6. And as we prayed, suddenly there appeared two men standing before the Lord
towards the East, on whom we were not able to look; 7, for there came forth from their countenance a ray as of the sun, and
their raiment was shining, such as eye of man never saw; for no mouth s able to express or heart to conceive the glory with
which they were endued, and the beauty of their appearance. 8. And as we looked upon them, we were astounded; for their
bodies were whiter than any snow and ruddier than any rose; 9, and the red thereof was mingled with the white, and T am
uterly unable to express thiir beauty; 10, for their hair was curly and bright and seemly both on their face and shoulders, as it
were a wreath woven of spikenard and divers-coloured flowers, o like a rainbow in the sky, such was their seemliness. 11.
Secing therefore their beauty we became astounded at them, since they appeared suddenly. 12. And I approached the Lord
and said: Who are these? 13. He saith to me: These are your brethren the righteous, whose forms ye desired to see. 14. And I
said to him: And where are all the righteous ones and what is the acon in which they are and have this glory? 15. And the
Lord showed me a very great country outside of this world, exceeding bright with light, and the air there lighted with the rays
of the sun, and the earth itself blooming with unfading flowers and full of spices and plants, fair-flowering and incorruptible
and bearing blessed fruit. 16. And so great was the perfume that it was bome thence even unto us. 17. And the dwellers in
that place were clad in the raiment of shining angels and their raiment was like unto their country; and angels hovered about
them there. 18. And the glory of the dwellers there was equal, and with one voice they sang praises alternately to the Lord
God, rejoicing in that place. 19. The Lord saith to us: This is the place of your high-priests, the righteous men.






[image: image27.png]The Apocalypse of Peter (Continued... describing the agonies Hell)

20. And over against that place I saw another, squalid, and it was the place of punishment; and those Who were punished
there and the punishing angels had their raiment dark like the air of the place. 21. And there were certain there hanging by
the tongue: and these were the blasphemers of the way of righteousness; and under them lay fire, buming and punishing
them. 22. And there was a great lake, full of flaming mire, in hich were certain men that pervert righteousness, and
tormenting angels afflicted them. 23. And there were also others, women, hanged by their hair over that mire that bubbled
up: and these were they who adomed themselves for adultery; and the men who mingled with them in the defilement of
adultery, were hanging by the fect and their heads in that mire. 4nd I said: I did not believe that I should come into this place.
24. And T saw the murderers and those who conspired with them, cast into a certain strait place, full of evil snakes, and
smitten by those beasts, and thus tuming to and fro in that punishment; and worms, as it were clouds of darkness, afflicted
them. And the souls of the murdered stood and looked upon the punishment of those murderers and said: O God, thy
judgment s just. 25. And near that place I saw another strait place into which the gore and the filth of those who were being
‘punished ran down and became there as it were a lake: and there sat women having the gore up to their necks, and over
against them sat many children who were born to them out of due time, crying; and there came forth from them sparks of fire
and smote the women in the eyes: and these were the accursed who conceived and caused abortion. 26. And other men and
women were burning up to the middle and were cast into a dark place and were beaten by evil spirits, and their inwards were
caten by restless worms: and these were they who persecuted the righteous and delivered them up. 27. And near those there
were again women and men gnawing their own lips, and being punished and receiving a red-hot iron in their eyes: and these
were they who blasphemed and slandered the way of righteousness. 28. And over against these again other men and women
gnawing their tongues and having flaming fire in their mouths: and these were the false witnesses. 29. Andin a certain other
place there were pebbles sharper than swords or any spt, red-hot, and women and men in tattered and filthy raiment rolled
about on them in punishment: and these were the rich who trusted in their riches and had no pity for orphans and widows,
and despised the commandment of God. 30. And in another great lake, full of pitch and blood and mire bubbling up, there
stood men and women up to their knees: and these were the usurers and those who take interest on interest. 31, And other
men and women were being hurled down from a great cliff and reached the bottom, and again were driven by those who were
et over them to climb up upon the cliff, and thence were hurled down again, and had no rest from this punishment: and these
were they who defiled their bodies acting as women; and the women who were with them were those who lay with one
another as a man with a woman. 32. And alongside of that cliff there was a place full of much fire, and there stood men who
with their own hands had made for themselves carven images instead of God. And alongside of these were other men and
women, having rods and striking each other and never ceasing from such punishment, 33. And ofhers again near them,
women and men, buming and tuming themselves and roasting: and these were they that leaving the way of God





[image: image28.png]Epistle to the Laodiceans

1. Paul, an apostle not of men and not through man, but through Jesus Christ, to the
brethren who are in Laodicea: 2. Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. 3. | thank Christ in all my prayer that you are steadfast in him and
persevering in his works, in expectation of the promise for the day of judgment. 4. And
may you not be deceived by the vain talk of some people who tell (you) tales that they
may lead you away from the truth of the gospel which is proclaimed by me. 5. And how
may God grant that those who come from me for the furtherance of the truth of the
gospel (...) may be able to serve and to do good works for the well-being of eternal life.
6. And now my bonds are manifest, which | suffer in Christ, on account of which | am
glad and rejoice. 7. This ministers to me unto eternal salvation, which (itself) is effected
through your prayers and by the help of the Holy Spirit, whether it be through life or
through death. 8. For my life is in Christ and to die is joy (to me). 9. An this will his mercy
work in you, that you may have the same love and be of one mind. 10. Therefore,
beloved, as you have heard my presence, so hold fast and do in the fear of God, and
eternal life will be your portion. 11. For it is God who works in you. 12. And do without
hesitation what you do. 13. And for the rest, beloved, rejoice in Christ and beware of
those who are out for sordid gain. 14. May all your requests be manifest before God,
and be yea steadfast in the mind of Christ. 15. And what is pure, true, proper, just and
lovely, do. 16. And what you have heard and received, hold in your heart and peace will
be with you. [17. Salute all the brethren with the holy kiss.] 18. The Saints salute you.
19. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 20. And see that this epistle
is read to the Colossians and that of the Colossians among you.
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