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* Christ's 2"¥ Coming « Christ's “2"¢ Coming”
will take place refers to His coming
literally, when Christ into the hearts &
comes to earth to minds of those in
reign for 1000 years  the church, reigning
(Zechariah 14; through the church.
Luke 1; Acts 1; « Or...Christ “came”

Revelation 19-20). already in 70 AD,
in judgment against
the Jews.
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« Alexander the Great established Alexandria,
in Egypt as a Greek colony (332-331 BC),
with Greek language, culture & philosophy.

» The substantial number of Greek-speaking
Jews in Alexandria prompted translation of
the Hebrew Old Testament (called the
Septuagint) into Greek about 200 BC.

* Philo, a Jew living in the Jewish colony in
Alexandria (20 BC-54 AD), integrated Greek
allegorical interpretation of Greek myths into
the interpretation of the Old Testament.



[image: image5.png]Philo explains Genesis 2:24 for us

“For this reason a man shall leave his father
and his mother, and be joined to his wife;
and they shall become one flesh.”

Philo: “On account of the external sensation,
the mind, when it has become enslaved to it,
shall leave both its father, the God of the
universe, and the mother of all things,
namely, the virtue and wisdom of God,

and cleaves to and becomes united to the
external sensations, and is dissolved into
external sensations, so that the two become
one flesh and one passion.”



[image: image6.png]Meanwhile, back in Israel...

Jesus called His disciples, and was
crucified, buried, resurrected & ascended.

The church began on the day of Pentecost,
then spread from Jerusalem, then to Judea
& to Samaria & then to the surrounding
areas in the Roman Empire.

The apostles & the very early church
interpreted Scripture literally, as the Jews in
Israel interpreted the Old Testament, for the
most part (especially the Pharisees).
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* Most of the church believed in a literal
1000 year reign of the Messiah at His
2nd coming — these were called chiliasts.

» But even Justin Martyr (100-168), who
said that anyone who didn’t believe in
a literal 1000 year reign of Christ was
a heretic, also said that the church had
replaced Israel — so, allegorical inter-
pretation was slipping in already.



[image: image8.png]Trends in the 2nd-3rd centuries

Christian use of Philo’s Allegorical Method



[image: image9.png]The Schools of Thought in Early Christianity

v v

W

School of Asia Minor

Irenaeus

ool of Alexandria

School of North Africa Clemen%ﬂndm
o\

Tertullian



[image: image10.png]Clement of Alexandria

Philosophy

The Hebrews  The Greeks

The Law Philosophy

1 -

g &

4 Galatians 4 ?
£ 324 £

g g °
£ <

9 9]

v v

Christianitg Christianitg



[image: image11.png]Origen of Alexandria (185-254)

» Origen was discipled by Clement of Alexandria,
who taught him allegorical interpretation. ..

» Origen extended allegorical interpretation &
propounded it well, establishing it increasingly
in the church as the valid approach to Scripture

» Origen questioned
the authenticity of
the book of Revelation,
and interpreted it
allegorically.
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» Matthew 24:30 is where Christ describes
Himself as coming through the clouds at
His 2@ Coming to establish His kingdom.

* Instead Origen said that this passage
referred to the coming of Christ into the
souls of those of the openhearted when
they accept the truths of Scripture.

* He said that verses on the 2™ coming
of Christ referred to the mature believer
seeing Christ in the hidden allegorical
meanings in Scripture.
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» The Tribulation period judgments described
in Revelation 6-19 were not literal events
yet to take place, but a description of the
struggles a person must come through
on the way to union with Christ.

* Matthew 24:40, where there are two men
laboring in the field, one taken and one left,
represents the good and bad influences on
a person’s will.

» Any passage not allegorized was still
immature and not yet spiritual.



[image: image14.png]John Cassian (360-435)

John Cassian, who taught the four fold
sense of Scripture, said that the four-fold
sense has meanings as follows:

1) Historical: literal meaning

2) Allegorical: figurative meaning

3) Tropological: moral meaning

4) Anagogical: heavenly or secret meaning



[image: image15.png]Cassian explained the four-fold
sense of Scripture this way

The letter teaches events [history]
What you believe is by allegory
The moral is what you do [tropological]

Where you are headed is by analogy
[anagogical]



[image: image16.png]Augustine (354-430)

» Augustine, a very influential church leader in
his day, adopted a generally literal approach
to most of Scripture, except those portions
that were prophetic. Prophetic portions of
Scripture were typically taken as allegorical.

» He authored the “The City of God”, in which
he took Jerusalem to represent the church.

» Given the church’s growing status in the
Roman Empire, & the allegorical interpretation
of prophecy, there was no basis for expecting
Christ’s literal imminent return. The kingdom of
the church was already established on earth!



[image: image17.png]The four fold sense of “Jerusalem”:
an example from Augustine

» Historical = The City of the Jews
» Allegorical = The Church of Christ
» Tropological = The Human Soul
» Anagogical = The Heavenly City

The problem with allegorical interpretation
is that there is no way to
control or check the interpretation.



[image: image18.png]The last bastions of literal interpretation

from the Apostolic & Early Church
» Churches in Syria & Asia Minor were the last
onesto holdto literal interpretation of Scripture,
but eventually even these were overwhelmed
by the pagan method of
allegorical interpretation.

» These were absorbed into
the Orthodox churches which
ultimately were uniformly
allegorical in their
interpretation of Scripture



[image: image19.png]By the time of Gregory the Great

» The Latin Vulgate was declared
the inspired Bible (600).

« The four-fold sense was
established as the standard
interpretive approach in the church.

» The organized church was
increasingly made the channel of
God’s grace, being God’s kingdom
and authority on the earth.

» Scripture was supplemented by
church tradition and authority.



[image: image20.png]Islands of Literal Interpretation

* Nicholas of Lyra (1279-1330) studied the
Hebrew Old Testament over the Vulgate,
but did not know Greek.

» At St. Victor abbey, Hugo (taught
1125-1141) & his pupils Richard
(taught 1162-1173) & Andrew
studied the Scripture literally,
holding that interpretation over
tradition. They were, however, mystics.

» The orthodox Jews, notably Rashi (1040-1105)
also maintained literal interpretation, insisting
on studying Hebrew grammar & holding literal
interpretation over tradition.



[image: image21.png]Factors leading to the Reformation
approach to interpretation

Printing press (about 1455)

Printed Greek and Hebrew Scripture texts,
lexicons, grammars and ancient documents

Growing interest in ancient languages

The ability of people to study the original
words of the Old and New Testaments

Reaction to moral and intellectual decline in
the Roman Catholic Church and its counter-
reaction to those calls for reformation



[image: image22.png]The Issues of the Reformation

What was new What was unchanged
» The basis of + Politically & militarily
authority (Scripture) aligned churches
» The basis of + Allegorical
salvation (faith) interpretation of

« Personal Bible study ~ much of Scripture
& interpretation (Israel > Church)




[image: image23.png]Quotes from Martin Luther

“In proportion as we value the gospel, let us
zealously hold to the [biblical] languages. For
it was not without purpose that God caused
his Scriptures to be set down in these two
languages alone—the Old Testament in
Hebrew, the New in Greek. Now if God did not
despise them but chose them above all others
for his word, then we too ought to honor them
above all others.”

“If through our neglect we let the languages go
(God forbid!), we shall lose the gospel too. It is
inevitable that unless the languages remain,
the gospel must finally perish.”



[image: image24.png]Quotes from Martin Luther

“Since it becomes Christians then to make
good use of the Holy Scriptures as their one
and only book and it is a sin and a shame not
to know our own book or to understand the
speech and words of our God, it is a still
greater sin and loss that we do not study [the
biblical] languages, especially in these days
when God is offering and giving us men and
books and every facility and inducement to
this study, and desires his Bible to be an
open book. How sternly God will judge our
lethargy and ingratitude [if we do not learn
Greek and Hebrew]!”



[image: image25.png]Europe roiled — America a haven

» The growing ability to study the Scripture
readily for oneself, as the message with the
basis of authority directly from God, and to
communicate those interpretations openly
with others, turned Europe upside down,
and drove many thousands to seek refuge
in portions of Europe that were more free,
in North America, and elsewhere, for the
next two and a half centuries.
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» There was an increasing tendency in some
circles to interpret Scripture literally, carrying
the initial move of the reformers in this
direction to its logical conclusion.

» The practical ability
and growing freedom
to publish studies
and commentaries
led to a profusion of
these in both Europe
and America.



[image: image27.png]Interpretations Abounded
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Voltaire Marx O’Hair

Skeptical: No need to use allegory, as the
God of Scripture either does not exist,
cannot be known, or is not the real God



[image: image28.png]Interpretations Abounded
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Liberal: Spirituality lies in emotions
and validating experiences, so literal
interpretation is not essential, since
Scripture may not be historically true,
but only spiritually true




[image: image29.png]Interpretations Abounded
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Shakers Jehovah’s Witnesses

Mormonism

Cultic: Allegorical interpretations allow the
Bible to be made to apply specifically to the
cult group, and to mean what the cult says it

means (an instrument of control)
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Witsius Warfield RC Sproul

Reformed: Prophetic passages and those
referring to Israel are interpreted allegorically,
so that aspect of Roman Catholic allegorical
interpretation is retained
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Watts Darby Walvoord

Dispensational: Interpret Scripture
literally, so that Israel is Israel, and the
Church is the Church; allegories are
clearly allegories (Galatians 4:21-31)
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