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Government:
The Historic Pattern

» Recorded secular history shows that religion
& government have typically been closely
aligned until the last couple of centuries

* That was true of civilizations written of in
Scripture in both the Old & New Testaments

* In some Old & New Testament nations &
empires, the ruler was to be worshipped
as a god (Egypt, Babylon, Rome, etc.)



[image: image2.png]The Roman Empire

* Judaism had an
exemption from the
usual enforcement
of religious laws in
the Roman Empire,
especially the
required worship of
the Emperor.

+ Initially, the church
was seen as a
minor group within
Judaism.

Jews expressed
increasing rejection
of the church as
part of Judaism.

& Gentiles began
to dominate the
numbers in the
church, so the
Roman government
paid increasing
attention to the
church.



[image: image3.png]Basic New Testament
teaching on government

» Be subject to the government & be model
citizens (Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1,2), since
authority is given by God (John 19:11).

» Pay your taxes (Matthew 17:24-27; Romans
13:1-7).

» Setting aside government mandate is
required & justified only where the mandate
is in conflict with biblical church age
principles, since God is the higher authority
(Acts 4:1-22).



[image: image4.png]Accusations against Christians
in the Roman Empire

» Cannibals

» Disruption of business
* Incest

» Anti-Family

» Atheism

» Lack of Patriotism

» Antisocial behavior

» Cause of disasters



[image: image5.png]The division of the Roman Empire:
impacts upon the character of the church

The Roman Empire went from western &
eastern halves administratively in 284 AD to
two separate & crumbling empires in 395 AD.

The western & eastern churches’ connections
to the Roman Empire beginning in 313 AD
meant that as the empire split, so increasingly
did the church.

The Roman Emperor was called “Pontif Maxim”,
& the divided empire was further subdivided
into areas, each one called a diocese, &

each diocese headed by a vicar.



[image: image6.png]Emperor Constantine (274-337 AD)

« Declared

Christianity legal
in the Roman
Empire in 312 AD

Declared

Christianity the
official religion

of the Roman
Empire in 313 AD,

then the only legal
religion in 324 AD




[image: image7.png]Some Changes from 312 to 590

» Continuing decline in the political unity
& military power of the Roman Empire.

« In 407 AD, most Roman soldiers were
withdrawn from Britain (some chose to stay).

* In 410 AD, Innocent the | persuades Alaric
the Visigoth to pillage Rome, but not burn it.

* In 452 AD, Leo | persuades Attila the Hun
to leave Rome untouched and move on.

* In 455 AD, Leo | persuades Gaiseric the
Vandal to only pillage, but not burn Rome.



[image: image8.png]Rome the Empire
replaced by Rome the Church

» By 550 AD, the empire was all but ruined,
& began to dynamically define itself
under shifting military powers.

» The Roman Church adopted the form
of the Roman government in many
elements of structure, district, & title.



[image: image9.png]Roman Empire & Church Structure
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[image: image10.png]Church-State Relations
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[image: image11.png]The Emerging Power of the Medieval Church
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[image: image12.png]"That there is only One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church we are compelled by faith to
believe and hold, and we firmly believe in her
and sincerely confess her, outside of whom
there is neither salvation nor remission of
sins..... Furthermore we declare, state and
define that it is absolutely necessary for
the salvation of all human beings that they
submit to the Roman Pontiff.“ - POPE
BONIFACE VIll Unam Sanctam (Nov. 18,
1302 AD)



[image: image13.png]The Crusades (1096-1248)

¢ The Church’s ath of the

I Crusades

supposed
replacement
of Israel made
the Church
think that
“taking back
the land” was
its rightful
place.




[image: image14.png]While there were periods of turbulence, the
organized church maintained its political ties

* The church held
growing political
power, crowning kings
& issuing edicts.

» Religious deviance
was enforced by the
organized church’s
police power through
the political system.

¢ From Prince Vladimir's
conversion in 988...

the Russian royalty
was connected to the
Orthodox Church.

From 1500 to the
Russian Revolution,
Czars were especially
connected to church
actions, the church
eventually becoming
a segment of the
Russian government.



[image: image15.png]Western Church Political Alliances

« The Roman Catholic Church, Lutheran Church
& Reformed Church established or maintained
political & military alliances.

» The Anabaptists
made no political
& military alliances
- many taking a
pacifist stance - &
were attacked by
those that had
such alliances.



[image: image16.png]After the Peace of Westphalia

» War between political domains over
political/military/religious alliances &
dominance ended, in great part, with
the Peace of Westphalia (1648).

» But religious control within a political
domain did not immediately cease.

» Many governments maintained religious
alliances, controls & financial support
for specific churches.



[image: image17.png]Theistic View of Government

Assumptions:

God exists, as revealed in Scripture.

Moral absolutes exist, based on God’s
character, as revealed in Scripture.

Mankind is sinful, & apart from the life
& salvation from God, will express that
sinfulness (Romans 3:23).

Governmental authority is given by God.

There is therefore a basis & need for
moral definition in law (1 Timothy 1:8-10).



[image: image18.png]Naturalistic View of Government

Assumptions:
« God does not exist or has not
revealed Himself so as to be known.

¢ There are no moral absolutes,
mankind’s political systems alone
being the definition of what is “moral”
or otherwise.

» Ethics & law are based upon mankind’s
own determinations, & are therefore
arbitrary, being established by means
of power, & governed by pragmatism.



[image: image19.png]Among Christians,
there is presently a “Great Divide”

» Dispensationalists see this world as
hopeless until Christ reigns literally on
earth at the Father’s appointed time.
Government is only there to maintain
a hedge against evil.

» A number of Postmillenialists see things
getting better & better as the Church takes
control of political power to establish
Christ’s reign on earth through Christians.



[image: image20.png]Here’s what God says:

2 Timothy 3:13-17, “13 But evil men and
impostors will proceed from bad to worse,
deceiving and being deceived. 14 You,
however, continue in the things you have
learned and become convinced of, knowing
from whom you have learned them, 15 and that
from childhood you have known the sacred
writings which are able to give you the wisdom
that leads to salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; 17

so that the man of God may be adequate,
equipped for every good work.”
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