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on Christian Persecution

+ Eusebius’ (265-339 AD) The History
of the Christian Church covers the
the period from the New Testament
to 324 AD.

* Foxe’s (1516-1587) Book of Martyrs
covers the period from the New
Testament to the Reformation.

» Current info: Voice of the Martyrs, on
the Internet at www.persecution.com
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» For about the first decade since the day of
Pentecost, when the church began (Acts 2),
Christians were thought of as a sect of
Judaism, even though the Jews were the
primary group who persecuted the Christians
at that time (Acts 4:1-21; 7:54-8:3; 9:1,2).

* When the Gentiles became believers
(beginning in Acts 10), & as the church grew
more into Gentile lands & populations, that
perception changed. Jewish groups continued
to persecute Christians (Acts 17:5-9, 13), but
the Romans increasingly took greater notice
as time passed.
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» The first Christian martyr: Stephen the
deacon, in Acts chapter 8, who was stoned

to death by the Jews as he saw the Lord
Jesus standing in heaven, while Saul,
later called Paul, stood by in approval.

» The first martyred Apostle: James the
brother of John, in Acts 12:1,2, who was

ordered put to death with the sword by
Herod Agrippa the |, grandson of Herod
the Great (reigning 37-44 AD).
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» There was freedom from wide Roman
persecution, for a time, in that the church
was begun in the distant eastern portion of
the Roman Empire, away from Rome, & the
numbers of Christians in the Empire was
small (less than 1% of the population until
just before the middle of the 2" century).

* Rural areas and open pathways tended to
offer less reaction to the gospel. Also, some
groups reacted more favorably to the gospel
message than others (the Bereans in Acts
17:10-12, for example).



[image: image5.png]Persecution & Martyrdom of the Apostles

» Though his brother James was the first
apostle to be martyred (Acts 12:1,2), John
seems to be the only one of the apostles
to have died a natural death, as we have it
from extra-biblical accounts (which should
not be held to be infallible as we do with
Scripture).

» Extra-biblical accounts record that John had
been boiled in oil, but miraculously survived,
so was exiled to the Isle of Patmos (see in
Revelation 1:9) until the end of the reign of
Domitian, who was assassinated in 96 AD.
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* The Roman Empire
eventually required a libellus
— an official certificate that
an individual had done the
compulsory emperor worship.

» Christians often refused
to comply, but some forged
a certificate, while others
complied under pressure.
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Roman Persecutions of Christians
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» Once Christianity was first declared legal,
then the only legal religion, persecution
turned from being against Christians to
being against those who were overtly not
Christians (pagan priests, for instance).

» Within less than a century, those who were
Christians, but stood against the organized
church in some practices or beliefs, became

the persecuted (e.g., refusing infant baptism).
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church baptism proved fatal

Emperor Theodosius, in AD 413, issued
an edict against the “anabaptists” — those
who would baptize without official church
authority or denying the validity of infant
baptism - commanding that they should
be put to death.

This was the movement that had no name
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» With the organized church being in generally
greater control, & being aligned with political
& military powers, persecution was generally
against individual Christians & movements not
under the blessing of the organized church.

» Freedom was typically found in greater
degree in rural areas, on the fringe of
established domains, & with a few noblemen.
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A Specific Case

In 1210 AD, under orders of Pope Innocent lil,
soldiers assigned to kill a group of heretics
(Cathars) in Bezier, France, asked how to tell
which ones were heretics & which were not.

The Abbott of Citeaux told the soldiers, “Kill them
all. God will know His own.” (compare 2 Timothy
2:19). By some estimates, up to 100,000 were
killed in that attack, being of various spiritual
persuasions.
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(1374-1415)

» Jan Hus was a Czech priest who stood on
the principle that he would not comply with
anything that could not be shown in Scripture.

+» Calling vigorously for reform, he was
imprisoned for quite some time, pressed
to recant his position, then burned at the
stake for his refusal on July 6™, 1415,
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» The character & magnitude of the
Reformation was such that political &
military forces on each side (Roman
Catholic, Lutheran & Calvinist) were
ultimately brought to a stalemate.

* The overwhelming persecution, then, was
against groups or individuals who were not
politically & militarily aligned — such as the
Anabaptists - as well as those caught in a
domain with a contrary persuasion.
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The 1554
burning of
David van
der Leyen
& Levina
Ghyselins.

« About 4 to

5 thousand
Anabaptists
were killed
during the
Reformation
period, by
Lutheran,
Calvinist, &
Roman Catholic
soldiers & civil
enforcers.

Hubmaier:
stretched
on the rack
by Zwingli.
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Anabaptist leader (1481-1528)

"Christ did not come to butcher, to murder,

to burn, but that men might have life and that
more abundantly. So long as a man lives, we
should pray and hope for his repentance. A
Turk or a heretic is to be overcome not with
sword or fire but by patience and weeping. We
are therefore to wait patiently for the judgment
of God. Every Christian has a sword against
the godless, that is the word of God.”
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"Were it not that the Baptists+ have been
grievously tormented and cut off with the knife
during the past twelve hundred years, they
would swarm in greater number than all the
Reformers."

- Catholic Cardinal Stanislaus Hosius
(President of the Council of Trent from 1545
to 1564, designated by Pope Paul IV; from
Housius, Letters Apud Opera, pp.112,113;
"The Trail of Blood")

+ Not meaning the group that came in 1612
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Commemorative ik
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Huguenots

Neate Py

» The Huguenots had asked for official
authorization to gather for a wedding.
Then, beginning August 24, 1572, a few
thousand of them were slaughtered, eventually
totaling about 70,000 dead by October 1572.



[image: image19.png]After 1648, persecution continued
within some political boundaries

» Starting 1685, Huguenots left France by the
hundreds of thousands, even after the Peace
of Westphalia was signed, largely ending wars
over political domain on the basis of religion.

» The Inquisition continued in Roman Catholic
controlled countries into the early 1800s.

* In the American colonies, Patrick Henry was
deeply moved by seeing a pastor’s flesh
whipped off his back to the point of death,
executed by a British enforcer for preaching
without a license from the Anglican Church
(Culpepper, Virginia, March 1775).
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No nation is completely free of
persecution wherever Christianity is
practiced. In western, democratic nations,
persecution may occur randomly &
spasmodically despite the assumption

of religious freedom. These nations we*
refer to as Mostly Free. Other nations
may be described as Hostile or
Restricted, according to the

level of persecution.

*Voice of the Martyrs
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US Department of State Religious Freedom
Report issued the 15t session of Congress in

September each year, & posted to the Internet
shortly thereafter:

http:.//www.state.gov/j/drl/rIs/irf/religiousfreedo
m/index.htm#wrapper




[image: image22.png]From: www.persecution.org
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* Gordon-Conwell * More Christians
Seminary estimated have died for their
in2010that 159,960  faith in the last 100
Christians are years than all prior
martyred each year. centuries combined.
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Youtube: “40 brave soldiers for the Lord”





This page left intentionally blank for Internet posting.








Holly Hills Bible Church – 35 Church History – September 2, 2012 

History of the relationship between church & government - Page 4 of 4

