[image: image1.png]Ephesians 4:14
‘As a result’ (KJV: ‘That')

¢ In Ephesians 4:11-13 « The building up of

Paul said that Christ
gave gifted believers
to the body of Christ
to equip all of us in
the church for the
ministry, that is, for
the building up of
the body of Christ.

the body of Christ
looks like the unity
of the faith & an
intimate knowledge
of Jesus Christ.

What Paul then
spells out for us in
Ephesians 4:14-16
are the results.



[image: image2.png]Ephesians 4:14
‘we are no longer to be children’

* For us to mature in
the body of Christ
grows us away from
being spiritually
immature.

* Ephesians 4:14 tells
us about the nature
of immaturity that a
maturing church is
growing away from.

Infants can be
such a joy, but we
do want them to be
growing as they
ought - not stalled.

Likewise, believers
ought to be growing
both individually &
also together, as

a church body.



[image: image3.png]Now about those children...

« Just as a human * In the same way
infant is physically we would desire
& emotionally that our children be
vulnerable & growing & maturing
gullible, so also on various levels, it
a spiritual infant is God’s intent that
is spiritually we all — as a church
vulnerable body — be growing

& gullible. in various ways.



[image: image4.png]Ephesians 4:14
‘tossed here and there by waves and
carried about by every wind of doctrine’

* Paul used a word
picture from the
shipping industry
in the 1t part of
Ephesians 4:14
conveying doctrinal
instability & drifting
into disorientation.

* He did not want us
spiritually sea-sick!

Spiritual immaturity

is characterized by

a shifting instability

& lack of direction in
the teaching among
the believers.

That is exactly what
a spiritually healthy
church body is to be
growing away from.



[image: image5.png]So that means...

« Spiritual immaturity * Jesus Christ gave

is characterized by gifted people as
vulnerability to gifts to the church in
being doctrinally order to grow them
undefined, shifting away from spiritual

& uncertain. vulnerability.



[image: image6.png]Ephesians 4:14
‘trickery’ (KJV: ‘sleight’)

« Literally, “trick dice  * There are those in
playing”; in Ephesus  our own day who do

& many ancient that same thing in
cities, there were the spiritual realm.
roaming gamblers . They are not there
who would bring to build up the body
their own “special” of Christ, but rather
dice to deliberately to get what they can

cheat others. for themselves.



[image: image7.png]Ephesians 4:14
‘by craftiness in deceitful scheming’

* The KJV has thisas + Even our legal

‘cunning craftiness, system recognizes
whereby they lie in & registers those
wait to deceive’. who are predatory
+ Paul described towards children.
spiritually immature  « A church body is
believers as being to be growing away
subject to cunning from vulnerability to

religious predators. religious predators.
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[image: image9.png]Ephesians 4:15
‘speaking the truth in love’

« Literally, Paul wrote « Among us here,

“truthing in love”. it is God's design
+ Truth & love are & desire that we
not at odds, such speak to one
that we have to an_other in truth
choose between & in love (both!).
them, but joined, ¢ ‘Truthing in love’
because truth & is what spiritual
love are rooted maturity looks like

in who God is! among us here.
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[image: image11.png]Love & Truth are ever interwoven:

« 1 Corinthians 13:6 — “love...rejoices with
the truth”

* Ephesians 4:15 - “speaking the truth in love

« Philippians 1:9, “And this | pray, that your

love may abound still more and more in
real knowledge and all discernment...”

* 1 John 3:18 — “let us not love with word
or with tongue, but in deed and truth.”

« 2 John 4-5 —“| was very glad to find some
of your children walking in truth...we love
one another.”



[image: image12.png]Ephesians 4:15,16
‘grow’, ‘growing’

« In this passage
Paul has given us
valuable insights
into our spiritual
maturity (v.13),
spiritual immaturity
(v. 14) & now (in
verses 15 & 16),
about our growth
as a church body.

As we saw in verse
13, maturity as a
church body is
about Christ, since
intimacy is in Him
& maturity is also
defined by Him!

Our growing as
a church body is
growing into Him!



[image: image13.png]Ephesians 4:15,16
more on ‘grow’, ‘growing’

* Growing together
up into Christ the
Head is God’s
design & intent.

* The relationship
of Christ to our
church body is vital,
dynamic, active &
characterized by
spiritual growth.

As the church,
Christ's body,

we are not just

an organization or
a business with a
spiritual aspect.

God'’s heart & intent
is that we at Holly
Hills be a growing
spiritual organism.



[image: image14.png]All of us & each one of us in Ephesians 4:15,16

...but speaking the truth in love, we are

to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the
head, even Christ, 16 from whom the whole
body, being fitted and held together by what
every joint supplies, according to the proper
working of each individual part, causes the
growth of the body for the building up of
itself in love.

When it comes to the spiritual growth of the
spiritual organism called the body of Christ,

the growth & health of each individual part
matters & the whole body matters, too!




[image: image15.png]Ephesians 4:16
‘being fitted and held together’

* The words of * The direction of
verse 16 speak spiritual growth
of being held & the nature of
together closely — spiritual maturity
for intimate function as a church body
& close interaction. is that our intimacy
« Like our bodies, with Christ also
close connection means spiritual
& association of intimacy with

parts is the norm. one another.
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[image: image17.png]What spiritual growth looks like:
—>

From immaturity:

Towards maturity:

* Tossed to & fro by
waves & carried
about by winds of
doctrine (doctrinal
instability, plurality
& disorientation)

* Vulnerable to
spiritual trickery,
craftiness & deceit
(both false doctrine
& practice)

« Equipped for the

work of service &
building up the body
of Christ, in love

Unity of the faith

Knowledge of the
Son of God

Growing in Christ

Fitted & held
together



[image: image18.png]Ephesians 4:16
‘the proper working of each individual part’

* The proper working
of each individual
part does not
happen just
because of a
determination of
each part of the
body (each one of
us) to work hard or
to work properly.

But that proper
working of each
individual part is

an outflow of God
directing His power
& energizing toward
& into every believer
& all of us at once.

He always works in
us to do His work!



[image: image19.png]Ephesians 1:18b-19a

...so that you will know what is the hope of

His calling, what are the riches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the
surpassing greatness of His power toward [‘into’]
us who believe.

Ephesians 3:7

...of which | was made a minister, according
to the gift of God's grace which was given to
me according to the working of His power.

Ephesians 3:20

Now to Him who is able to do far more
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power that works within us...




[image: image20.png]Philippians 2:12-13
So then, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your
salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is
God who is at work in you, both to will and
to work for His good pleasure.



[image: image21.png]Ephesians 4:14 Expanded & Explained

As a result of the equipping and building of the
body of Christ, such that we attain to the unity
of the the faith and an intimate knowledge of
Christ, we have grown away from and are no
longer to be spiritual infants, being subjected to
the spiritual storms so as to be tossed here
and there by waves and carried about by every
wind of doctrine that does not have God as its
source, and victimized by the intentional
trickery of men, and by their methodical
craftiness in deceitful scheming to take
advantage of the spiritual vulnerability;



[image: image22.png]Ephesians 4:15 Expanded & Explained

but with truth in action among us, expressed
entirely within unconditional love with God as
its source, we in the body of Christ are to be
growing up — maturing spiritually as a church
body - in all aspects into Him who is the Head
of that body, even Christ,



[image: image23.png]Ephesians 4:16 Expanded & Explained

from whom the whole body of Christ, being,
as a result of God's ongoing dynamic process
among us, fitted and adapted to one another’s
needs and provisions, and held together as a
spiritual body by what every joint supplies,
living out both life and function, according to
the proper working of each individual part of
the body of Christ by His own working within
each of us and among us, causing the spiritual
growth of the body of Christ for the building up
of itself in an environment and atmosphere of
that incomparable unconditional love which is
from God Himself.
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