Ephesians 3:1-5

1  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  2  Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you,  3  that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4  In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  5  which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.  

Onward and Upward!

As we move on we see that we have come to a new section.  This section goes from Ephesians 3:1 - 3:13.  One outline calls this section: "The Revelation of God's Wisdom through the Church."  Paul is just about start another prayer for the Ephesians when he changes his mind and decides to explain a bit more about the mystery of Christ and his (Paul's) God given job to explain it to people.  So in this parenthetical note Paul explains more about the mystery of what has been revealed to him by Jesus Christ.  The first chapter of Ephesians tells us about our position and blessings in Christ where we are seated with Him in the Heavenly places.  The second chapter tells us about how God went about accomplishing that mighty goal.  And the third Chapter will be used to expand upon the great Revelation of God's wisdom though the Church.

Verse 1

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  

For this reason 

The words "For this reason" obviously refers back to what came before it.  Chapter two verses 11-22 have told us about the unity of the Jew and the Gentile and the great unity of the Church in Christ.  So for this reason, the reason of this great unity that Paul's begins this next section.  This is the way that Paul commonly begins his prayers, as we saw in Ephesians 1:15.  He will repeat these words again in 2:14 when he starts this prayer after his large parenthetical statement about himself and the revelation.

prisoner of Christ Jesus 

Does this mean that Paul was locked in chains by Jesus?  That Jesus was holding him captive against his will?  Probably not.  At the time of writing this letter Paul was in prison in either Caesarea or in Rome.  This time Paul was a prisoner of the Roman courts, how can he say that he was a prisoner of Christ Jesus?  Paul had a fantastic perspective.  Even in the worst circumstances he was able to understand that his suffering was not for his own sake, but rather for the sake of Jesus Christ.  Paul shows us the way a Christian should suffer.  When we are found in trials God does not want us to be sad and mope and whine about it.  Nor does God want us to have a spirit of resignation saying, "it's just my life, I expect to suffer."  But rather there is so much more to Christian suffering.  We must see our suffering as for the cause of Christ.  James tells us to "Consider it pure joy whenever we face trials of many kinds..." (James 1:2) and Paul tells us in Romans 5:3: "Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance..."  So Paul is practicing what he preaches in a very real and powerful way here. 

Verse 2

Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you,  

administration 

This word for administration is oikonomia.  It means the management of a household, or of the affairs of that household.  It comes from two words, one meaning "household" and the other meaning "rules."  Since Paul had spent so much time in Ephesus the people had heard from him about this new household rule directly from him, but also by word of mouth and by reading letters that had been written to other people, like Galatians.

God's grace 

Paul had been given a special task to bring the news of God's grace to the gentiles.  It was his mission from God and he is saying here that he did not fail in his mission.  He had told them about this new administration of God's Grace, that is the Church.  

given to me for you

This statement is basically telling us that Paul is a messenger.  That the message was given to him, so that he can share it with others.  He was saved with the specific intent of being used by God to spread the gospel to all of these places.

Verse 3

that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.

the mystery 

Mystery religions were common in Paul's day.  They were religions that people would join and then be sworn to secrecy.  Whenever they were moved up a level they were sworn to secrecy again.  That they should die if they ever revealed the secrets of the mystery.  In contrast to this Paul shouts from the roof tops "I have learned this mystery from God!" and shares it with everyone.  

For Paul a mystery is something that was not known before Jesus came but was made known after that. 

known to me 

This verb is passive, that means that it is not that Paul learned it, nor that we learned it.  We didn't learn it by the strength of our own minds, nor did Paul.  Rather, God is the actor here.  God revealed it, and we would not have otherwise known it.  It is by God's great revelation that we come to see it revealed to us.

revelation

Paul is being very clear about the source of his information here.  By revelation means that it's not something he figured out, nor is it anything that he dreamed up, or hoped would be true.  Jesus Christ himself revealed this information to Paul.  He was not using logic to find these things out, but rather it was the truth of God being made known to Paul.  This is the Word of God and not the work of men.

I have already written briefly.

Some people have thought that this statement tells us about a different letter that was written to the Ephesians.  While this may be so it is probably not what Paul is referring to here.  Since he started with the statement "For this reason" in verse one it is most likely that Paul is simply referring to the unity of Jews and Gentiles in the new body of the Church.  

Verse 4

In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,

In reading this

As we talked about last week, this “reading” is referring to the letter that has been written thus far.  Specifically the revelation of the Jews and the Gentiles having been made together into one new body, that is the Church.

understand my insight 

This is saying that by reading this letter we will be able to understand what Paul has been told about this mystery of the Church.  We need to understand the nature of what is being taught here.  It is not something the Paul “cooked up” or figured out on his own, but rather it was revealed to him by Jesus Christ (Eph. 3:3).

mystery of Christ

So the insight that has been given is into “the mystery of Christ.”  This is the insight that Paul is sharing.  Mystery in this sense means something that was not revealed in the Old Testament but has been revealed in the New Testament.  In this case he is still referring to the mystery of the Church which we can only understand from the New Testament. 

Verse 5

which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.

not made known…other generations 

Paul once again puts forth this passive method of understanding.  He did not find it.  This knowledge has been made known to Paul and others of the New Testament era, but it was not made known before.  The faithful of the Old Testament did not know that this time was coming when the Lord would unite the Jews and the Gentiles into a new body.  This is something that was just being revealed then.

holy apostles and prophets

Paul points out that he was not the only way that God had chosen to send this new revelation to the Church.  It had been revealed by other New Testament era prophets as well.  It was in this way that the Lord looked after the early Church.

