[image: image1.png]Most translations & editions place
a division of sections or at least of
sentences between Ephesians 5:21 & 22

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking
to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to
the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father; 21 and be subject to one another in the fear

of Christ.
22 Marriage Like Christ and the Church

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the
Lord.



[image: image2.png]But the Greek text of
Ephesians 5:18-22 is more like this:

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
dissipation, but be filled+ with the Spirit, 19 speaking
0 one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to
he Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father; 21 and being subject to one another in the
ear of Christ, 22 wives, to your own husbands, as to

he Lord.

+ be filled is the imperative, with speaking, singing,
making melody, giving thanks, & being subject as
he ongoing behavior from being filled with Christ
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21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 22 Wives, be
subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband

is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He
Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject
to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their hushands in
everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,

27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having
no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and
blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as
their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no
one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His
body. 31 for this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and
shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.

32 This mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ
and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is
to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that
she respects her husband.
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[image: image6.png]The four kinds of love in Ephesians 5:25-32

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself up for her,

Asacrificial love

26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that
she would be holy and blameless.

Asanctifying love

28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ
also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body.

Acaring love

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This
mystery is great; but | am speaking with reference to Christ and the
church. Abonded love
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22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to
the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the
wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He
Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the
church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought
to be to their husbands in everything.
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1John4:19, “We love, because He first loved us.”
responsive love initiating love



[image: image9.png]The oneness principle:
What “joined” means

* joined: to glue, as in joining
two pieces of wood
» Acts 11:23 - to the Lord

¢ Matthew 19:5, Mark
10:7,8, Ephesians 5:31
& Genesis 2:24 in the
Greek Old Testament —
husband & wife together




[image: image10.png]The unconditional love
as foundation principle

Romantic love
Companionship love

Unconditional love of husband > wife

sacrificial - sanctifying - caring - bonded

The energizing of God & the life of Christ
in & through the believer by faith in Him
— with the relationship between
Christ & the Church as the ultimate model
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In the same way, you wives, be submissive to
your own husbands so that even if any of them
are disobedient to the word, they may be won
without a word by the behavior of their wives,

2 as they observe your chaste+ and respectful®
behavior.

+ chaste: the Greek word is part of the family of
words often translated “saint” or “holy”; Peter is
telling the wives that the husband may be won
over by her living in her daily condition as she
already is in her position: “a saint — made holy”

* respectful: the same word that Paul used
twice in Ephesians 5: phobos = respect




[image: image12.png]1 Peter 3:3-4

3 Your adornment must not be merely external -
braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or
putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the imperishable
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
precious in the sight of God...

What’s precious in the sight of God?

¢ the hidden person of the heart; what can’t be
seen by others looking at the externals; this is
exactly where the Lord Jesus Christ is looking
(Ephesians 5:25-27), & where the believing
husband is to be placing his focus & even

his conversation with his wife
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3 Your adornment must not be merely external -
braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or
putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the imperishable
quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
precious in the sight of God...

What’s precious in the sight of God?

¢ the imperishable quality of a gentle & quiet
spirit; here Peter is giving an important time
perspective: all the pursuits of “how do | look to
others on the outside” definitely end when this
life is over, & probably sooner; what God sees
in us is based upon what He has done in us
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7 You husbands in the same way, live with
your wives in an understanding way+, as with
someone weaker, since she is a woman; and
show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of
life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

+ Now Peter’s really gone & done it!

It has been the classical male humor & mutual
consolation to say, “WWho can understand a
woman?”; Peter turns around & tells Christian
husbands that this is precisely what they are to
be doing - & that they are to go one step further
& be living with their wives in an understanding
way - & there’s a lot to understand!
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7 You husbands in the same way, live with
your wives in an understanding way, as with
someone weaker+,[Since she is a woman;, and
show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of
life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

+ as with someone weaker (KJV: the weaker
vessel): So what is Peter getting at here? The
rest of the verse makes it real clear that Peter is
not placing the woman’s value at some lower
level; instead, he’s pointing to the vulnerabilities
that naturally go along with her femaleness; the
wife goes through times of the month, time of
life & all that is involved in carrying children
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7 You husbands in the same way, live with
your wives in an understanding way, as with
someone weaker, since she is a woman; and
show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of
life+, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

+ Peter tells the husband what to do & why;
she is a fellow heir of the grace of life; though
her earthly role is going to be different than her
husband’s role, her spiritual position in Christ
is the same as her husband’s, including the
husband seeing his wife as blessed with
everything we saw in the first half of Ephesians;
the husband is to view his wife spiritually
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