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¢ Now, Paul has four

key points to make
in Galatians 3:15-23:

* The ‘seed’ promised
to Abraham was in
fact Christ the Lord.

¢ The Law of Moses
was never meant
to replace any of
God’s promises
to Abraham.

God’s promises

to Abraham were
conveyed & fulfilled
in a way that was
superior to the Law.

The Law was not
at all the ultimate &
final revelation from
God, but was just a
bridge to what God
had next: Christ.
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Brethren, | speak in terms of human relations:

even though it is only a man's covenant, yet
when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside

or adds conditions to it.

Paul was using the typical practices among
humans as a point of comparison: Once a
momentous agreement has been reached,

the terms remain in place until the agreement
has been completely fulfilled.
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Brethren, | speak in terms of human relations:
even though it is only a man's covenant, yet
when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside
or adds conditions to it.

The momentous agreement is not set aside
by trivial afterthoughts or somebody’s whim.
Why would Paul say this? Paul is saying

that the covenant with Abraham was before
the Law of Moses in time, & that the Law of
Moses didn't replace anything in God'’s
covenant with Abraham.
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Now the promises were spoken to Abraham
and to his seed. He does not say, "And to
seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one,
"And to your seed," that is, Christ.

Paul wrote that Genesis 22:18 was referring

specifically to Christ (& also implied that
same message in Genesis 18:18).
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The Natural Seed (Physical Remnant):
All physical descendents of Abraham
Genesis 12:1-3,7

The Spiritual-Natural Seed (Spiritual Remnant):
The portion of the Natural Seed that is spiritual
because of believing God:

Isaiah 41:6; Romans 9:6; Galatians 6:16

Spiritual Seed (Gentile believers):
Believing non-physical descendents of Abraham
Galatians 3:6-9, 29

The Singular Ultimate Seed:
Jesus Christ
Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16; Hebrews 2:16-17
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What | am saying is this: the Law, which
came four hundred and thirty years later,
does not invalidate a covenant previously
ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.

The
Law

Promises made | 430 years in Egypt

Abraham Jacob into Jews out

Isaac Egypt of Egypt
2000 BC 1400 BC
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For if the inheritance is based on law, it
is no longer based on a promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

If the inheritance was actually based on our
fulfilling the law (like the Legalists have been
telling the believers in Galatia), then it is not

based on the promise given to Abraham (&
the Legalists would be correct). There is
just one problem with the Legalists’ claims...
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For if the inheritance is based on law, it
is no longer based on a promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

God has, in fact, given the inheritance to

Abraham & Abraham'’s heirs by means of
His promise to Abraham! And...
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For if the inheritance is based on law, it
is no longer based on a promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

And... the word translated ‘granted’ (KJV:
‘gave’) means ‘grace given' — entirely free!
The inheritance cannot even be earned or
deserved! And... that ‘grace-given’ promise

is in the perfect tense, which means that
God’s promise is a completed past action
with ongoing results on into the future, also
implying permanence.
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For if the inheritance is based on law, it
is no longer based on a promise; but God has
granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

So, what's this ‘inheritance’ that Paul is

talking about, & will continue to talk about
into almost the end of Galatians chapter 5?




[image: image11.png]What is this ‘inheritance’?

¢ The inheritance that
Paul wrote about is
‘to be justified’, that
is, to be declared
righteous by God,
entirely by faith.

* And, it also includes
everything else that
goes with being
declared righteous!

We have been
declared righteous,
identified with Christ
& redeemed from
the Law, all by faith.

Paul is going to be
coming back to this
inheritance again

& again (Galatians
3:29;4:1,7,30;5:21).
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Why the Law then? It was added because of
transgressions, having been ordained through
angels by the agency of a mediator, until the

seed would come to whom the promise had
been made.

If God’s promises to Abraham ‘have it all

over' the Law of Moses, why then, did
God give the Law of Moses at all?
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Why the Law then? |t was added because of
transgressions, having been ordained through
angels by the agency of a mediator, until the

seed would come to whom the promise had
been made.

The Law was added on top of the promises

to Abraham (but not to replace those
promises), because of transgressions.




[image: image14.png]So, what does, “It was added
because of transgressions” mean?

« First of all the word  « Restraining &

‘transgressions’ training (Galatians
means violations. 3:23,24)

e Then, there appear + Revealing &
to be at least three measuring (Romans

biblical purposes & 3:20; 4:15; 5:13)

outcomes for God » Provoking (Romans
to have given the 7:8)

Law of Moses:
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Now a mediator is not for one party only;
whereas God is only one.

What is Paul saying here? If God is making
a promise directly to Abraham, then there is
no need for a mediator — a ‘go between’.

But when God made a promise directly to
Abraham - One on one - that is a superior
arrangement to how the Law of Moses was
given: by Moses & angels as mediators.
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Is the Law then contrary to the promises of
God? May it never be! For if a law had been
given which was able to impart life, then
righteousness would indeed have been
based on law.

The Law of Moses did not negate or replace
the promises that God made to Abraham.
Because while the Law had its purposes,

it could never impart life or have us declared
righteous - ever! We desperately needed an
unconditional gracious gift from God in order
to have any hope of life or righteousness!
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But the Scripture has shut up everyone under
sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe. 23 But
before faith came, we were kept in custody
under the law, being shut up to the faith

which was later to be revealed.

Why does Paul talk about being ‘shut up’ in

each of these verses? Why is that such a
big deal or a good thing?




[image: image18.png]So, how is it that being ‘shut up’
ends up being a good thing?

* The word translated <« As with the disciples

‘shut up’ was used / fishermen on that
in enclosing fish in miraculous day in
the trammel nets Gallilee, when the
used on the Sea Lord ‘shuts up’
of Galilee. things for people,

« The fish were totally it is so that He can
enclosed in the show great mercy
nets, so they had & even bless them

no escape option. (Romans 11:32).
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Simon answered and said,
"Master, we worked hard all night
and caught nothing, but | will do
as You say and let down the nets.
6 When they had done this, they
enclosed a great quantity of fish,
and their nets began to break;

7 so they signaled to their
partners in the other boat for
them to come and help them.
And they came and filled

both of the boats, so that

they began to sink.
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But the Scripture has shut up everyone under
sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe. 23 But
before faith came, we were kept in custody
under the law, being shut up to the faith

which was later to be revealed.

Look how constraining & limiting these
parts of verses 22 & 23 are! That's what

the Law does! Like the fish in the nets, the
Law makes one trapped with only one way
out! But God had His purpose in it!
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But the Scripture has shut up everyone under
sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ
might be given to those who believe. 23 But
before faith came, we were kept in custody
under the law, being shut up to the faith

which was later to be revealed.

Now both of these uses of ‘faith’ in Galatians
3:23 have a definite article in the Greek text:

Paul meant here to refer not just to faith —

that is, believing God, as Abraham did - but
to ‘the faith’, which is the set of teachings &
doctrines specific to the Church, under grace.




[image: image22.png]“The faith” in the New Testament
as a specific set of teachings

*Acts 6:7; 13:8; ¢ Colossians 1:23; 2:7
14:22;16:5 1 Timothy 1:2; 3:9;

¢ 1 Corinthians 16:13 4:1,6; 5:8; 6:10,21

2 Corinthians 13:5 2 Timothy 3:8; 4.7

« Galatians 1:23; 6:10 Titus 1:13

« Ephesians 4:5,13 Jude 3

« Philippians 1:27 Revelation 2:13

(Not an exhaustive list)
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* Paul is going to * And he will tell us
tell us in the verses about how very
that lie ahead that phenomenally &

the Law is so very superabundantly
‘yesterday’: & unimaginably we
« The Law's true have been blessed
purpose, as God with an eternal &
gave it, was fulfilled  totally untouchable
already before the position that is just

Church began! unfathomable!
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Brethren in Christ, | am writing to you using
examples taken from typical human practice:
even among us human beings, when a legal
agreement is established, no one party in the
legal agreement has the right to change the
agreement on their own. But God's agreement
with with Abraham was one way and not a two-
party agreement! The Law was not a legal
agreement of the same kind so it cannot
modify the promises to Abraham!
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Now the promises that God made were spoken
to Abraham and to his seed, that is, his heirs &
descendents. As the Lord's apostle, | am now
giving you this unique insight into what God
promised to Abraham: God, in making those
promises recorded for us in Genesis, does not
say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, with
a plural of ‘seeds’, but rather to one single and
unique descendent, "And to your seed," that is,
to Jesus Christ who was an heir, a subsequent
recipient of the promise, and Himself a critical
part of the fulfillment of that so phenomenally
gracious promise made originally to Abraham.



[image: image27.png]Galatians 3:17 Expanded & Explained

What |, Paul, am saying to you is this: After
God alone made the promises to Abraham,
and those promises were repeated to Isaac,
and they were even restated to Jacob when he
entered Egypt, it wasn't until four hundred and
thirty years after they were repeated to Jacob
that God finally gave the Law through Moses!
So a later two party agreement cannot possibly

invalidate the promises God made to Abraham!
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For if the inheritance which starts with

our being justified by faith is based on our
living out the Law, it is no longer based on
a promise; but God has graciously provided
that all are declared righteous by means

of an unconditional promise to Abraham.



[image: image29.png]Galatians 3:19 Expanded & Explained

Given these insights into the temporal and
interim nature of the Law of Moses, why did
God even bother with it in the first place?

The Law of Moses was added for the purpose
of dealing on several levels with the Jews’
chronic violations of God's character, that
Law having been put in place through the
action of God's angels by the agency of a
human mediator, who was Moses, until and in
anticipation of the God-promised descendent
who would come to whom the promise had
been made.
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Now a mediator is not for one party only, but is
used when there are two parties involved in an
agreement; whereas God is only one party,
and the One who made the unconditional
promises to Abraham. 21 Is the Law then
contrary to the promises of God so as to set
aside or negate them? No way - not a chance!
For if any law had been given which actually
had the capacity to impart life, then our being
declared righteous would indeed have been
based on our own self-efforts and grueling
attempts to fulfill the exacting requirements

of the law.



[image: image31.png]Galatians 3:22-23 Expanded & Explained

But the Scripture has constrained everyone
under sin with no humanly possible way out,

so that God’s graciously given promise which
is enjoyed only by faith in the works of Jesus
Christ on our behalf might be grace-given to all
of those people who believe in Christ's work for
us. 23 But before the faith which is summed up
in the teachings given to us in the Church
came, we Jews were kept in a slave-tutor's
custody under the confining Principle of Law,
being constrained with no other humanly
available options, training us toward living by
the faith to be revealed later (that means now!).
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