[image: image1.png]Before we step into this list

« Paul will list several
kinds of expressions
of the sin nature
that he describes as
‘works of the flesh’.

« Based on the words
“and things like
these”, we know
that this list isn’t
exhaustive.

The unbeliever is
always expressing
the sin nature in
some manner.

Believers are called
to depend upon the
motive, enabling &
empowering & the
energizing by means
of the Spirit, but...



[image: image2.png]What the sin nature is capable of

* We, as believers,
are all ‘in Christ’, &
we all have Christ's
nature by position.

But while we are in
our physical bodies,
the sin nature in us
believers, while a
‘deposed dictator’,
is not removed.

* So even for us

as believers, these
typical expressions
of the sin nature we
are about to see
can be expressed
in believers as well.

* And the sin nature

just never gets any
better - ever.



[image: image3.png]The flesh is the flesh is the flesh

¢ The sin nature
just never gets any
better, so we should
not fool ourselves
into thinking we can
or should improve it.

e ltis a ‘nature’ - a
collection of fixed

spiritual, moral &
ethical attributes.

The sin nature,
when expressed
through our bodies
is called ‘the flesh’.

It does not always
appear as bad as
it can be, but it will
always have the
capacity to be as
bad as can be.



[image: image4.png]The Law stokes
the sin nature’s fire

¢ The reason Paul
would list these
expressions of
the sin nature in
Galatians is that
while some fear that
a lack of Law leads
to wild abandon, in
fact the Law stokes
the sin nature’s fire.

“But [the] sin [nature],
taking opportunity
through the
commandment,
produced in me
coveting of every
kind...” Romans 7:8.

Imposing Law in the
churches of Galatia
had already caused
the believers there to
‘bite and devour one
another’ (see 5:15).



[image: image5.png]Even the world recognizes that
many of these behaviors are a problem

* As we go through * So the world

this ‘sample’ list of has its laws, legal

the expressions of systems, prisons &
the sin nature, we'll punishments in an
recognize that many  attempt to restrain
of the expressions the expressions of
listed are actually the sin nature that

recognized by the threaten society in

world as a problem. varying ways.



[image: image6.png]His life is free, but if it's death you want,
you're going to have to work for it

¢ Though the
unbeliever lacks,
& is even excluded
from the life of God
(Ephesians 4:18),
a believer can also,
while depending
upon the sin nature,
be working for death
(Romans 6:23).

So the life of Christ,
which is entirely by
grace, is 100% free.

But if it's death you
want, then you're
going to have to
work for it, even
though it will be of
no eternal value (1
Corinthians 3:10-15).



[image: image7.png]Starting with wrath,
each expression of the sin nature is plural!

* Why the plurals??

« It may be that Paul
was seeking to
convey a building
of momentum from
singular to plural.

« It may also be
to show these as
widespread, & as

repeated & common.

* Notice also that
the list of plural
expressions has
a most sinister
‘grande finale’:
addiction & excess,
as shown by Paul
listing drunkenness
& carousing.
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[image: image9.png]The flesh is everything
Jesus Christ is not — and less!

* While Paul will * The expressions
list some ‘sample’ of the sin nature
expressions of the will always be
sin nature, the sin subject to the
nature will always ruling principle of
be a spiritual diminishing returns.
‘wanna-be’. » The expressions of

* The expressions the sin nature will
of the sin nature will always pay a wage

always be ‘fake life’. that ‘costs you'.



[image: image10.png]Jesus Christ is everything
the flesh is not — and more!

« Jesus Christ is
the life, real life
& the sole source
of eternal life.

« Jesus Christ is real
satisfaction — He is
the One who loved
us & gave Himself
for us ‘for the joy
set before Him'.

« Jesus Christ is
the beginning of &
all about the New
Creation, which is
eternal life & light &
overflowing grace.

e Compared to Jesus
Christ, the sin nature
simply has nothing
of value to offer!



[image: image11.png]Galatians 5:19a
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,

Deeds (KJV: works) are typically thought of
as actions — things done. These are human

accomplishments, & often connected with

works under the Law of Moses, that cannot
save anyone at all - ever: Romans 3:20, 28;
Galatians 2:16; 3:2, 5, 10.




[image: image12.png]His workmanship & good works
in Ephesians 2:10

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Women to be adorned by good works
in 1 Timothy 2:9,10

Likewise, | want women to adorn themselves

with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly,

10 not with braided hair and gold or pearls or

costly garments, but rather by means of good
works, as is proper for women making a claim
to godliness.



[image: image13.png]The widows in 1 Timothy 5:10

having a reputation for good works; and if
she has brought up children, if she has shown
hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the
saints' feet, if she has assisted those in
distress, and if she has devoted herself

to every good work.

The rich in this world in 1 Timothy 6:18

Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good
works, to be generous and ready to share,



[image: image14.png]Not all works are created equal!

* Aside from good o unfruitful
works there are (Ephesians 5:11)

works that are...
. dly (Jude 15
« evil (Colossians ungodly (Jude 15)

1:21: 2 John 11) + of darkness
. dead (Romans 13:12;

(Hebrews 6:1; 9:14)  Ephesians 5:11)
« of the Law « of the flesh

(Romans 3:20) (Galatians 5:19-21)



[image: image15.png]Galatians 5:19a
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,

|

This word is emphatic in the Greek text.

As the flesh works itself out in people’s lives,
the character of the flesh becomes evident —
it shows itself for what it is. And it has the

capacity to show itself as very, very ugly,
even if most of the sin nature’s expression
doesn’'t make the headlines & evening news.
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[image: image17.png]Galatians 5:19ab

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,
which are:

As we said before, Paul's list here is certainly
spiritually & morally representative of the
expressions of the character of the flesh, but

not exhaustive. The Greek words translated
here as “which are” convey ‘of which kind’, &
they go right along with “such things” as we
see in verse 21.




[image: image18.png]Categories of the
flesh's expression

Specific kinds of the
flesh's expression

Sexual

immorality,
impurity, sensuality

Religious

idolatry, sorcery

Societal

enmities, strife,
jealousy, outbursts
of anger, disputes,
dissensions, factions,
envying

Addiction & Excess

drunkenness,
carousing




[image: image19.png]Sexual expressions of the sin nature

* Immorality (Greek: + Sensuality: pursuit

porneia) - sexual of personal sexual
relationship or satisfaction in total
activity outside disregard of God or
of God's intent in the sensibilities of
biblical marriage. others.
* Impurity — any * The Greek text

sexually unclean behind the KJV also
thought or fantasy, lists ‘adultery’, which

perhaps expressed. fits in this category.



[image: image20.png]Religious expressions of the sin nature

« Idolatry is often * Sorcery (Greek:
thought of as having  pharmakeia) was
a man-made image humanly devised

of a deity & it can interactions with
indeed be just that. the spiritual realm,

+ But actually it is which in the New
anything else which Testament era often
takes God'’s place, involved the use of

by ‘calling the shots’  @lcohol & drugs for
in people’s lives. enhancement’.



[image: image21.png]Societal expressions of the sin nature

¢ Enmities - personal + Jealousy - being
animosity, from the jealous about the

human heart. ‘better situations’

« Strife — rivalry & & the presumed
discord, including advantages of others.
that caused by false + Outbursts of anger
teaching (1 Timothy - explosions of rage,

6:4; Titus 3:9). wrath & temper.



[image: image22.png]‘Anger management’ in Galatians 5:13,15-16

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only
do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for
the flesh, but through love serve one another...
15 But if you bite and devour one another,

take care that you are not consumed by one
another. 16 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and
you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

God’s ‘anger management program’ is for us
to walk by means of the Spirit - Christ doesn’t
have an anger problem! It is not a matter of

believers ‘managing anger’, but of reckoning
(considering, by faith) ourselves dead to the
sin nature & alive to God (Romans 6:11).
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[image: image25.png]Works of the flesh in Romans 13:13-14

Let us behave properly as in the day, not in
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and
jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in regard

to its lusts.

The list of expressions of the sin nature in &

through the body (= the flesh) are summarized
succinctly for us here in Romans 13:13.




[image: image26.png]How to ‘manage the flesh’ in Romans 13:13-14

Let us behave properly as in the day, not in
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and
jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in regard

to its lusts.

‘Managing’ the flesh (sin nature as expressed
through the body) is by making no provision
for it, but instead ‘putting on’ the Lord Jesus

Christ, which is understood as moment by
moment living in the eternal position | have
in Him because of what God has done!




[image: image27.png]More societal expressions of the sin nature

« Disputes - the * Factions - choosing
devotion to division, & promoting moral
drawn to oppose & doctrinal division
unity at every turn. & deviation.

» Dissensions - for * Envying — selfishly
whatever is being desiring another’s
said, driven to take possessions, driving
a contrary direction, a person toward

view or position. ownership of them.



[image: image28.png]Addiction & Excess:
expressions of the sin nature

¢ Drunkenness — « Carousing — the
intake of alcoholic sharing of alcoholic
beverages either &/or sexual excess
chronically or in & abuse with others;
excess, publicly also known as
or privately. orgies.

These are both given in the plural, implying

widespread &/or repeated behavior. A term
for chronic behavior like this is ‘addiction’.




[image: image29.png]How to (really) deal
with addictions & excess

Addictions to
substances &
activities can
have a physical
& physiological
component.



[image: image30.png]How to (really) deal
with addictions & excess

« But secular & even « For each believer,
nominally Christian Paul's exhortation is
approaches to the that the expressions
addictions & excess of the sin nature are
are often focused on  dealt with by each

humans attempting one of us walking
to treat, counsel or by means of the
manipulate the sin multiple ministries
nature, which is of the Holy Spirit

spiritually futile. (Galatians 5:16).
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[image: image33.png]The sin nature, as
expressed through Q,Ob
a human body,
which is the flesh,

is the entity that can
be addicted, live in
excess, & commit
idolatry. Counseling,
treating or attempting
to manage the sin
nature is often the
world’s only option

SOouL
Mentality
Senses
Conscience
Emotions

BY FAITH

st

BY SIGHT
(Unbelien

for dealing with it. coniTION



[image: image34.png]\Wind/ Hears The Holy Spirit is

souL never addicted, nor

S living in excess, nor

7| “enetens” committing idolatry.
g2 The fruit of the Spirit
%13 [wak does not include the

works of the flesh,
so God’s answer to
the spiritual aspect
of addiction & excess
L,,¥// wsor 1S t0 be saved & for
" believers to walk by
CoNDITION means of the Spirit.



[image: image35.png]Galatians 5:19-21

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident,

which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,

20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions,
factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these, of which | forewarn you,
just as | have forewarned you, that those
who practice such things will not inherit

the kingdom of God.

Now the last part of verse 21 ought to cause
us to ask some questions...




[image: image36.png]Why is Paul doing all this ‘warning’?

¢ The Judaizers (the + But Paul is really

Legalists) would clear in Galatians:
claim that people He is not going to
need the Law to stand for imposing
keep them from the Law of Moses
living ‘lawless’ — or any other legal
going ‘hog wild’ system, but that will
into excesses & not mean spiritual &

fleshly behavior. moral lawlessness!



[image: image37.png]Who are ‘those who practice such things’?

* Now it is important
to recognize that
the Greek word for
‘practice’ conveys
continual, unbroken
& habitual behavior.

* So Paul is not
talking here about
we who believe, but
about unbelievers.

And it is not that
Christians will not
struggle with many
of these issues —
we have & we will.

But the unbeliever
is just stuck in the
‘works of the flesh’
rut because the sin
nature is all there is.



[image: image38.png]And what does he mean by
‘the kingdom of God'?

¢ The ‘kingdom of  This is the kingdom
God’ is the coming that was predicted
Millennial kingdom, by the prophets of
which is the 1000 the Old Testament

year reign of Christ times (see Isaiah
upon the earth (see 11:1-10; Daniel
Luke 1:26-33; Acts 713,14, 22, 27;
1:6; Revelation 20). Ezekiel 37:15-28)



[image: image39.png]What does Paul mean by
‘inherit the kingdom of God'?

¢ Though the

kingdom of God
was predicted in
the Old Testament,
when the church
was not revealed
or in view, we in the
body of Christ will
have an inheritance
in that kingdom.

« Our inheritance will
not be centered on
the earthly, physical
blessings during the
reign of Christ on the
earth, but instead
will be centered on
Christ Himself, & our
place & presence
with Him.



[image: image40.png]Why are the expressions of the sin nature,
& the warning all so very negative?

¢ The warning shows « But Paul will not
that Paul cares leave everything
deeply about the in a negative light.
believers in Galatia. « That's because he

* And Paul described will tell them about

the works of the the fruit of the Spirit
flesh negatively in the verses that
because that is follow (Galatians
just the character 5:22-23), all out

of the sin nature. of God's grace.



[image: image41.png]It's about who you are!

¢ As a believer, ¢ These works of the
you are in Christ, & flesh have nothing
have been baptized to do with who you
into & identified with are eternally.
Him in His death, + The works of the
burial, resurrection, flesh don't come
ascension&seating  from Christ's life.
in the heavenlies
(Romans 6:1-10;
Ephesians 2:4-7).

* Nothing of them wiill
pass into eternity.



[image: image42.png]Galatians 5:19-21 Expanded & Explained

Now the deeds of the flesh, which is the sin
nature as expressed though the body, are
very evident, which include these kinds of
expressions: immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions,
factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing,
and things like these, of which | forewarn you
now, just as | have forewarned you before,
that those who are simply not saved will in
unbroken continuity practice things of this kind
out of abject slavery to the sin nature, so are
not able to inherit the kingdom of God, which
for us who are saved means being with Christ.
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