[image: image1.png]Godly wisdom about
relationships within the body of Christ

« This passage is
power-packed with
godly counsel about
how to deal with
someone in our
fellowship who has
‘fallen off the path’.

« Paul also says who
should carry it out &
how to carry it out.

In these verses

we also find critical
insights into the
goal in those cases.

We find here the
essential guidance
on who really needs
help in the course of
life - & how much to
give them.



[image: image2.png]Your perspective &
the health of our church body

« Paul provides us  After spending the
with perspectives better part of five
that are important chapters telling us
for each believer in that we are not
our church body to under Law, he is
understand & to going to tell us the
have in order for part each believer
us to be spiritually plays in fulfilling

‘healthy’. ‘the law of Christ!’



[image: image3.png]Galatians 6:1

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

By starting with the word ‘Brethren’, Paul has
provided an important insight: the principles
that he has given us here are for believers in

Christ. It isn't our priority to go about setting
the world on a morally & ethically ‘Christian’
path, as if good morals will be the ‘final fix'.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

The word ‘anyone’ is very telling. None of
us is immune from stumbling & falling off the

path. And the word ‘any’ sheds light as well:
that stumbling can come in many forms.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

The sense of being caught in any trespass
has been taken by some to mean that the
fallen believer was, ‘caught redhanded’.

But that is hard to reconcile with the ‘spirit’
of the rest of the verse. More likely Paul was
referring to a believer who was ‘overcome’,
perhaps by impulse or unexpectedly.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

The Greek word for trespass here in the
singular (trespass) is the same one as in

Ephesians 2:1, but there it is translated
‘trespasses’ (plural).




[image: image7.png]So what are trespasses?

* Trespasses are a
falling off of the path
designated by God;
not just crossing a
line into forbidden
territory, but being
by nature & actions
off of a course
consistent with
God's character



[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]Galatians 6:1

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

The ‘you’ in Greek is plural — Paul is saying
that there is more than one who qualifies.

But who are those who are ‘spiritual?
And keep in mind that these believers are
no more than two years old in the Lord.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

Those who are ‘spiritual’ are those who are
walking by means of the Spirit (Galatians
5:16). This isn't something mechanical, but

instead it means those who are depending
upon the multiple ministries of the Holy Spirit
so that the life of Christ is lived in & through
them. The Spirit directs believers to Christ.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

This is important! The aim & intent in
dealing with the believer who has stumbled

off the path is to restore them to the path,
that is, walking in fellowship with Christ, with
His life lived out in them & through them.
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Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you
be made complete in the same mind and in
the same judgment.

“l exhort you” is translated from one Greek
word: parakaleé. The basic meaning is to

‘call alongside’ or ‘to counsel’. This is Paul's
word for ‘counseling’ his brethren in Christ.
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« Exhorting, urging, * When Paul was

& imperatives (‘you confronting Peter in
must’ or ‘must not’), Galatians 2:11-14, it
are an appeal for was not so that Paul
believers to live in could defeat Peter.
their dally condition . It was as a brother
asthey alreadyare i the Lord & fellow
in their fixed eternal aposﬂe to restore

position in Christ. Peter to his place.
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

Why didn’t Paul just say ‘gently’?

Because ‘in a spirit of gentleness’ conveys
that everything about the approach to this

fallen believer needs to be ‘saturated with’
& characterized by gentleness, which Paul
just said was of the fruit of the Spirit (5:23).
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Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any

trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a
one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking
to vourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

Paul says that dealing with a fallen believer
is spiritually hazardous duty. Thereis a
danger that in the approach we, too, will be

tempted. So we must examine ourselves
before the Lord, to see to it that we are
walking by means of the Spirit, & that we
are not also taken down a fleshly path.
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[image: image17.png]Galatians 6:2-5 ‘bullets”:
Principles of perspective & the church body

« Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ.

« For if anyone thinks he is something when
he is nothing, he deceives himself.

« But each one must examine his own work,
and then he will have reason for boasting in
regard to himself alone, and not in regard to
another.

« For each one will bear his own load.

These are general principles that apply
also to Paul's guidance in Galatians 6:1.
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2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ... 5 For each one will
bear his own load.

Do we bear one another's burdens, or do we
each bear our own? And after five chapters

telling us that we are not under Law, what
can Paul mean by ‘the law of Christ'?
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2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ... 5 For each one will
bear his own load.

The Greek word translated ‘burdens’ in verse
2 refers to an excessive, heavy load. But the

Greek word translated ‘load’ in verse 5 refers
to a smaller, more manageable load.




[image: image20.png]Galatians 6:2,5

2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ... 5 For each one will
bear his own load.

So we could say the message of the burdens
this way, “Among believers you are to bear
one another’s heavy & excessive burdens,

but each believer should bear the usual
responsibilities that go with his or her
personal capacity and place in life”.
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2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ... 5 For each one will
bear his own load.

So what is this

“law of Christ™?
Are we actually
under law after

all — just under
different ones

than the Jews

were under?
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2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ... 5 For each one will
bear his own load.

The law of Christ was summarized well by
the apostle John, “And this commandment
we have from Him, that the one who loves

God should love his brother also.” 1 John
4:21. To ‘fulfill the law of Christ’ is for us
who believe in Christ to love one another.




[image: image23.png]Galatians 6:3-4

For if anyone thinks he is something when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one
must examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself
alone, and not in regard to another.

These words convey a similar message
to Romans 12:3a, “For through the grace

given to me | say to everyone among you

not to think more highly of himself than he
ought to think...”.
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For if anyone thinks he is something when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one
must examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself
alone, and not in regard to another.

This is a critical point for each of our lives:
the sin nature is filled with & based upon
deception, & a covert distortion of reality

about ourselves is the sin nature’s chronic
strategy. After that, the distortion of reality
about others is a given (James 1:26).
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For if anyone thinks he is something when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one
must examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself
alone, and not in regard to another.

The Greek word means ‘to test with a view to

approval’ (KJV: prove), as was often done to
assay precious metals.
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For if anyone thinks he is something when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one
must examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself
alone, and not in regard to another.

This goes along with the priority given in
Galatians 6:1-3 to first look to one’s own
attitude & mindset before attempting to

restore a fallen brother. And the first line
in verse 4 is a call for the believer to see
who is doing the work: the flesh, or God.
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For if anyone thinks he is something when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one
must examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself
alone, and not in regard to another.

This ‘boasting’ that Paul was referring to is
not ‘prideful puffery’ but a standing before
the Lord knowing that what we have done

has been done based on our having walked
by means of the Spirit — Christ having lived
out His life in & through us.
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For if anyone thinks he is something when he
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one
must examine his own work, and then he will
have reason for boasting in regard to himself
alone, and not in regard to another.

When the day comes that we believers
stand before the Lord, when He will judge
us for evaluation (not condemnation) it will

be between each believer & the Lord. None
of us will be judging other believers or be
compared with them (1 Corinthians 3:10-15).




[image: image29.png]So what do | do with this?

¢ Am | walking in e Then | have a grace-
fellowship with the given opportunity to
Lord Jesus Christ, be used of Him when
getting to know Him | see a believer who
& depending upon ‘fell off the path’.
His resources to - By God's amazing
live out my life? grace | am spiritually

* Is He my motive by qualified to do the
grace & my means restoration work with
by the Holy Spirit? that fallen believer.



[image: image30.png]


[image: image31.png]Galatians 6:1-2 Expanded & Explained

Brethren in the Lord, even if anyone in the
church body is overtaken in any trespass,
indicating that they have acted outside of being
in fellowship with Christ, you who are walking
by means of the Holy Spirit, by the logic of your
position in Christ and motivated by grace must
restore such a fallen believer to fellowship with
Christ and a life that flows from that fellowship,
characterized by gentleness; each believer
looking to yourself, so that you too will not be
tempted by the sin nature. 2 You must bear one
another's excessive and overwhelming burdens,
and thereby fulfill the basic principle of Christ’s
very life, which is to love one another.



[image: image32.png]Galatians 6:3-5 Expanded & Explained

For if any believer thinks he is the source of

His own holiness and means of living the life

of Christ when he is not the source at all, he is
simply deceiving himself about who he is and
what he can do of his own resources. 4 But
each believer must test and examine his own
actions in his life, and then that believer will have
reason for standing confidently before the Lord
in regard to the believer's own life, and neither
to judge another believer on that day nor to
make a comparison to the other believer's life.

5 For each one will bear his own load fitting to
his own capacity and expected responsibilities
and the Lord will judge that believer accordingly.
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