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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
2 "Where is He who has been born King of
the Jews? For we saw His star in the east
and have come to worship Him."

® \Who were these Magi?
e \Why did the star get their attention?

e How did the Magi know that the
King of the Jews had been born?



[image: image2.png]What to keep in mind about
a star & a scepter

« A 'star’ was a * A ‘scepter’ was also
common symbol a common symbol
for a king in both for the rule of a king
the Bible (Isaiah in both the Bible
14:12; Ezekiel 32:7; (Genesis 49:10;
Revelation 22:16) Amos 1:5, 8; Psalm

& in other literature 45:6-7) & in other
of the day. literature of the day.
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Jacob & Israel... & lions

¢ The man Jacob was
also called Israel.

* The people of Israel,
all descended from

Jacob, were also
called Jacob.

¢ As in our own
culture, a lion was
often thought of as
a symbol of power.
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* In Genesis 49, Jacob (also called
‘Israel’) in his last days, blessed
his sons, each the father of a tribe
of Israel. When he got to his son
Judah, the portion of the blessing
that is recorded in Genesis 49:8-10
tells about Christ, who will be King
over Israel... & over the Gentiles.
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e Judah’s brothers & « ‘Shiloh’ (verse 10) is
their descendants the English spelling
will bow down to of the sound of the
Judah & to Judah's Hebrew word, but...
descendants, since . “yntil Shiloh comes”

Judah'’s tribe will be means that the k|ng|y

the one in authority  Jine of Judah will not
over them (verse 8).  end “until He comes
« Judah is like a lion: to Whom it (scepter)

powerful (verse 9). belongs” (per NIV).
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* When Moses led the 12 tribes (that were
descended from Jacob'’s sons) toward the
Promised Land, Balak, king of Moab hired
a well-known prophet, Balaam, to curse the
people of Israel (also known as ‘Jacob’). But
that’s not exactly how it turned out. God had
other plans in mind © (Numbers 24:15-17).
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| see him, but not now;
| behold him, but not near;

So Balaam said that this man that he was

prophesying about (“him”) was not then
present, but he could see him in the future.

a star shall come forth from Jacob,
a scepter shall rise from Israel...

The star & the scepter were both symbols of

this coming King, Who would be from the
people of Israel (= Jacob), in the future.
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« By the time of King David, who was of the
line of Judah, & the first of his line to be a
king, David wrote Psalm 45:6-7. Hebrews
1:8-9 quotes Psalm 45:6-7 & says that this
passage refers to God appointing Christ
who will reign as the future King, with a
scepter.
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« By the time of Daniel, who had been
taken to Babylon & pressed into service
there, we find that Daniel, because of his
great wisdom & insight from God, had been
made chief of the Magi in Babylon (Daniel
5:11-12).
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* The Magi, having likely received the
prophecies of the Old Testament (Genesis
49:8-10; Numbers 24:15-17; Psalm 45:6-7),
first through Daniel & then through the other
Jews living in the Babylonian & the Persian
Empires, saw a special star which told them
that the King of the Jews had been born!
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2 "Where is He who has been born King of
the Jews? For we saw His star in the east

and have come to worship Him."

7 Then Herod secretly called the
magi and determined from them
the exact time the star appeared.

9 After hearing the king, they went their way;
and the star, which they had seen in the east,
went on before them until it came and stood

over the place where the Child was.
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