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* The expression
of what is ‘male’
& ‘female’ is for
here on this earth
(Matthew 22:30),
yet the expression
of male & female as
God created them is
by His clear intent
—on several levels.

God clearly intended
& defined maleness
& femaleness in a
marriage (Genesis
2:24; 1 Peter 5:1-7).
God intended distinct
expressions of male-
ness & femaleness
inthe Church (asin 1
Corinthians 11:2-16).
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* To leave & cleave
(NAS: be joined) is
spelled out for the
groom, but not for
the bride. Why?

« It is because the
groom is the one
establishing the
new home as its

head - a family unit.

¢ The leaving is to

establish something
brand new in which
the husband has a
headship before the
Lord & the wife is a
helper suitable for
him, before the Lord.

¢ This arrangement
is by God's intent.



[image: image3.png]And ‘cleave’ means...

e Tocleave (NAS:be + In some of the New

joined) in Genesis Testament passages
2:24 is a word that that quote Genesis
meant to glue 2:24, the word for
together intimately, cleave or ‘be joined’
so that the two parts actually has the idea
become as one. of ‘superglue’.

To cleave carries the multiple qualities of

permanence, faithfulness, intimacy & oneness
on all levels, coming from the husband.




[image: image4.png]cleave = be joined

* The Hebrew word * Where Genesis

that is translated ‘be 2:24 is quoted in
joined' (KJV: cleave)  the New Testament,
in Genesis 2:24 is the Greek word that
also used in the Old is translated ‘be
Testament to mean joined’ is also used
being joined to the for 'being joined to
Lord (Deuteronomy the Lord (Acts 11:23;
4:4; Joshua 23:8). 1 Corinthians 6:17).



[image: image5.png]And just how does
the husband do the ‘cleaving’?

* Ephesians 5:21-33  « The bond between

makes it clear that a husband & wife is
the initiation of the not from a husband
cleaving to his wife demanding that the
is his to do. wife stay close by.

« Paul says that by * The bond is instead
telling the husband based on the totally
to love his own wife unconditional love of
unconditionally four Christ lived through
times & in four ways! the husband's life.



[image: image6.png]The four kinds of love that
a husband is to express to his wife

Sacrificial love: * The husband is also

Ephesians 5:25 told to be loving his
L wife unconditionally

Sanctifying love: — four times!

Ephesians 5:26-27 The message is given
Caring love: directly & by example,

Ephesians 5:28-30  With Christ’s love for
the Church (us) as the

Bonded love: model, & with God as
Ephesians 5:31-32  the source of that love.



[image: image7.png]As we go forward from here

* In Paul's writing of  * The eternal romance

Ephesians 5:21-33 & marriage between
we have numerous Christ & the Church
monumental new is the ultimate model
insights into what for marriage among
Genesis 2:18-25 believers in the Body
means for us. of Christ here & now.

Spiritual growth is the substance of &
the basis for the growth of the marriage.



[image: image8.png]The real answer is quite a bit
‘closer to home’ than Mars & Venus

* He says that the * Neither one of
husband is to those expressions
unconditionally of Christ’s life lived
love his wife in out through the
the four ways. husband & wife are

+ Paul says that the conditioned upon
wife is to submit to the other one doing
her husband & their part first.
to see that she * Both are to be done

respects him. in Christ’s strength!



[image: image9.png]But how about 1 Corinthians 7:17?

* 1 Corinthians 7:1is * Immediately after

not saying that it is Paul had restated
good for a man not their teaching in
to touch a woman. question (verse 1)

- It is a restatement he told them to stop
of a teaching in following that false
question that had teaching right away!
been written to Paul « Then he gave them
from the believers biblically founded

in Corinth. guidance & insights.



[image: image10.png]Singleness has
a place in God’s plan

e The Jews typically 1. Singleness that

thought of marriage was dictated by
& childbearing as a condition at birth.
commanded by 2. Singleness that
Moses' Law. was dictated by

« But Jesus allowed a physical event
three righteous since birth.
possibilities for 3. Singleness as
singleness —a God's gift for a

new teaching! spiritual purpose.



[image: image11.png]Well, what do you know —
Christ & Paul agreed perfectly!

« Both Christ & Paul
said that there is a
very personal basis
for a believer to
decide whether he
or she should be
married or remain
single, & they each
gave a harmonious
half of that basis.

Paul said that if one
is tempted sexually
(that is, not settled &
content with being
single) then being
married is right.
Christ said that being
single is for the one
who can accept it (is
content being single).



[image: image12.png]Wow! Every believer gets a gift!

* Being married & * And being married
being single are or being single are
both gifts from God each God-intended
(Matthew 19:11; opportunities to be
1 Corinthians 7:7). God'’s instrument.

* God can workin & * The Lord will use
through the life of both singleness &

a believer whether marriage to teach us
that believer is & to conform us to

married or single. the image of Christ.



[image: image13.png]It's all in walking & resting & growing!

* The single believer  « The best choice

is in the very best of marriage partner
‘place’ when that for a believer is one
believer is walking who is walking in

in fellowship with fellowship with the
the Lord, resting in Lord, resting in what
what God has done God has done & is
& is doing in his or doing in his or her
her life, & growing life, & is growing in

in the Lord daily. the Lord daily.



[image: image14.png]But how will | know
if | am ready to be married?

* God tells us about « Biblical faith is not

His intent for a blind, & we aren't to
godly marriage, take a ‘leap of faith’.
from the first pages . Faith is always faith
to the last pages of in the spiritual facts
His holy word. God has revealed.

» Andwe knowthat .+ 50 marriage begins

we walk by faith & by both expressing a
not by sight (see willingness to walk by
2 Corinthians 5:7). faith in those facts.



[image: image15.png]It's all in walking & resting & growing!

¢ Once married, the
marriage will be the
best when each one
of them is walking in
fellowship with the
Lord, resting in what
God has done & is
doing in their lives,
& growing in the
Lord daily.

« If problems arise
in the marriage, the
solution will include
each one walking in
fellowship with the
Lord, resting in what
God has done & is
doing in their lives, &
for each one to grow
in the Lord daily.



[image: image16.png]About giftedness & glue

* So whether any
believer is single or
married, each state
is a gift from God.

And whether one

is single or married,
being joined in that
intimacy, fellowship
& oneness with the

Lord is God'’s intent.

¢ The very best

way for potential
marriage partners
to come together
is for each one to
be growing in the
depth & intimacy
in which each one
of them is joined
to the Lord.
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