[image: image1.png]Being married & being single
are both a gift from God

e Christ, in Matthew
19:10-12, & Paul,
in 1 Corinthians 7:7
both say that being
single is a gift from
God, & Paul, in 1
Corinthians 7:7,
says that being
married is also
a gift from God.

Both being single
& being married
are spiritually valid
‘states’ & each has
its own biblical &

spiritual purpose.
Each is a ‘state’ -
single or married -

for this earth, with a
purpose for eternity.



[image: image2.png]Marriage on earth
is made from heaven

« In the beginning « It was a marriage
God made the rest on earth, made
of His creation — from heaven, by
all but mankind. God Himself.

* Then He created * And it was God's
Adam, & next He intent that marriage
created Eve from on earth, made from
Adam, bringing heaven, continue on
them together in this earth until this

the first marriage. earth is ended.



[image: image3.png]Marriage on earth is to be
lived from heaven

* As we read in God's
word the truths that
were intended for
us in the Church,
we find that our love
for one another is
not to be just from
an earthly or human
source, but a love
lived from heaven.

« By God's intent, our

love - including the
love that a man is to
have for his wife —

is to be motivated by
grace from heaven,
to be empowered &
enabled from heaven,
& lived from heaven,
where we are seated.



[image: image4.png]Marriage on earth expresses
the eternal romance of Christ & the Church

* God'’s intent for
a marriage on this
earth is that it last
as long as the two
shall live, though
because of Adam'’s
sin no marriage on

this earth is forever.

¢ Another marriage
will outshine it...

« But even though the

marriage is for time
& this present earth,
God'’s intent is that
each marriage is a
continuing earthly
expression of the
eternal romance of
Christ & His bride,
the Church — us!



[image: image5.png]God'’s intent for marriage & family
is based on Genesis chapters 1,2 & 3

God'’s original intent « So as we look at
for mankind, male & the biblical insights

female, is revealed on the stages of
for us in Genesis life, we will see
chapters 1 & 2. both Genesis 1 & 2
And because of principles & the
Adam’s sin, the fall impacts of the fall
of mankind impacts ~ ©f mankind as
how God'’s original brought out in

intent is carried out. ~ Genesis chapter 3.



[image: image6.png]Marriage, family & singleness span
the times & ages of this present earth

¢ Though marriage « we'll find in God's
& family are both word that marriage,
“from the beginning”,  family & singleness

- and though there all have some basic
have been changes  Principles that span
in the manner in the times & ages.
which God has * The basic principles
dealt with mankind will continue as long
among different as people are in

people & times, earthly bodies.



[image: image7.png]Basic biblical principles:
application under Law & under Grace

¢ In Exodus 20:12,
under the Law of
Moses, honoring
father & mother
brought prosperity
& long life in the
promised land of
Israel, & failure
brought death

(Exodus 21:15,17).

« But in Ephesians
6:1-3, under grace,
honoring father &
mother brings about
spiritual prosperity
(realized blessing)
here on this present
earth (but failure
does not demand
the death penalty).



[image: image8.png]A principle may be given under Law,
but is now to be lived out under Grace

« Jesus spoke about
marriage & divorce,
male & female, &
godly singleness in
an answer to the
Pharisees’ question
about divorce under
the Law of Moses,
revealing new truth
(Matthew 19:3-12).

But His response
was in full & total
agreement with

the apostles under
Grace. How is that?

Marriage, created
by God from the
beginning, was
made for all time on
this present earth.



[image: image9.png]Understanding Law & Grace

* Under the principle  + But under Grace,

of Law, you will be we who believe are
blessed if you obey, blessed with every
cursed if you fail to spiritual blessing in
obey, & you must the heavenly places
do it all in your unconditionally!
own strength. + We are motivated by
* And failure at some grace & empowered
point is guaranteed & enabled to live by

(Galatians 2:16). the Holy Spirit.





Biblical Guidance on Life Stages




Marriage

Children


Children marry
Assistance



Birth


Leave home

Born / raised


Leave home

From children  
Death   


Psalm 139:13-16
Genesis 2:24

Psalm 139:13


Genesis 2:24

1 Timothy 5:4,8,16
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Jeremiah 1:5

Ephesians 5:22-33
Ephesians 6:1-4

Matthew 19:5




Philippians 1:19-26

John 9:1-3

1 Corinthians 7
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Mark 10:7-8









1 Peter 3:1-7

1 Timothy 3:4,5

Ephesians 5:31

        








John 14:1-6

2 Corinthians 12:14

















Colossians 3:20,21

Honoring parents means:


Obedience………
Respect…………………………………………………………….……
Responsibility………………………………


Exodus 20:12

Exodus 21:15,17







1 Timothy 5:4,8,16
Ezekiel 44:25

Deuteronomy 5:15
Proverbs 23:22-25

Ephesians 6:1-3
Micah 7:6


Headship in Home:


Husband…Father…
(transfer)





Husband……………..Father……………………
(transfer)











Husband……………..Father………………………

For headship in the home, see passages under the column ‘Children marry / Leave home’ above.

Priority of Responsibility:

1) Own household (1 Timothy 5:8)

2) Parents, children (direct lineage: 1 Timothy 5:4)

3) Grandchildren (next in lineage: 1 Timothy 5:4)

4) Uncles, aunts, cousins, etc. (Acts 15:39; 23:12-22; Colossians 4:10)

5) Church (Acts 6:1-6; Galatians 6:10; 1 Timothy 5:1-16)

[image: image10.png]What ‘honor’ means

« In general, for us to
‘honor our parents’
at each stage in life
means three things:

¢ Obedience to them
as their child,

* Respect for them, on
becoming an adult, &

* Responsibility for
them, as they age.

God calls for us
to show respect &
to be responsible
as married or as
single adults.
Marriage joins a
person into the
other’s need to
show respect &
to be responsible.



[image: image11.png]And ‘honor’ can also include:

‘Honor’ can include « There is a time

support with one’s for each of these
finances & physical expressions of
assets (Matthew ‘honor’ to be shown
15:1-6; 1 Timothy towards one’s
5:3,17). parents & to one’s

And honor is shown  Spouse’s parents,
by care & respect on  depending upon the
the death of another ~ stage of one’s life, &
(2 Chronicles 32:33).  that of the parents.



[image: image12.png]What ‘honor’ does not include

« But our honoring ¢ The holiness &
our parents does the priority of the
not mean that the marriage between
holiness & priority a husband & wife
of the marriage should be respected
relationship is to be by all, & if need be,
violated, competed protected against
with, or undermined those who don't or
by anybody, family won't understand

or otherwise. what God has done.



[image: image13.png]But protection by itself is not enough

* While there is a * The husband is to
place for a couple lead by loving &
to protect the priority  love by leading,
& holiness of the exhibiting the four
home, that should kinds of love, by
not cause us to lose means of Christ's
sight of what God life in him.
has in mind forthe  « And his wife is to
quality & character submit to & respect

of the marriage. him, by Christ’s life.



[image: image14.png]Responsibility under Grace

* So when we say, ¢ God'’s intent is that
under Grace, that we be motivated in
a believer has a that responsibility
responsibility to his by Grace, & enabled
or her parents, the & empowered by
responsibility under the Holy Spirit to
Grace is not for the live out that God-

believer to carry out! given responsibility.

Under grace, you are God's instrument.



[image: image15.png]Remember that the principles apply,
even with variation in the circumstances

 Scripture most often « And these ‘atypical’

addresses ‘typical’ circumstances do
circumstances. not nullify nor fall

« But God certain|y outside of biblical
knows & recognizes principles.
that ‘atypical’ « Instead, they call for
circumstances do a special application
arise in our lives. of biblical principles.

Biblical wisdom consists of biblical
knowledge applied in our hearts & lives.



[image: image16.png]All family relationships are based
upon our relationship with the Lord

« Our relationship * Alongside that is
with the Lord is an understanding of
the basis for every what Scripture says
important family about marriage &
relationship. family, & the eternal

« The primary key to romance between

family relationships, Christ & the Church.

then, is one's own « Upon those facts, as
walk with the Lord. revealed by God, we
can walk by faith.



[image: image17.png]The godly marriage
relationship is
modeled after
the eternal
romance of
Christ & His
bride, the
Church. The
husband’s

: headship is
Husband/Wife to be regarded
Child 2 Child 3/ by the wife & the
. children in a home
Child 1 “as to the Lord”.
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