[image: image1.png]Genesis chapter 4:
Just the ‘highlights’

¢ Inverses 1-16 we * Verses 17-24 tell of

read that Adam & Cain's descendants,
Eve became the at least some of
parents of Cain, whom sadly, but
who later killed not unexpectedly,
his brother, Abel. carried on Cain's

+ God then dealt ‘murder tradition’.
with Cain after his * Verses 25 & 26 tell of
wicked & horrible Adam’s & Eve's hope

act against Abel. in their son, Seth.



[image: image2.png]‘Knew’ (KJV) or ‘had relations’ (NAS)?

One Hebrew term * The term is used
for intimate physical in that same way in
relations (Hebrew: Genesis 4:1,17 & 25.

yadd GreekOld . That is likely a part
Testament: gnosis)  of why Peter called

is from a word that upon husbands to
means ‘to know’ — live with their wives
physical intimacy is  in understanding, &
akind of experiential  jn a way that honors

knowledge. them (1 Peter 3:7).



[image: image3.png]Eve ‘gained’ a man
by the Lord, however...

« Eve gave birth to a
son & she credited
the Lord for the
birth of this child,
named ‘Cain’, who
was a tiller of earth.

* She also gave birth
to his brother Abel,
who was a keeper
of sheep, for wool.

Abel's sacrifice
from his flocks to
the Lord was found

acceptable, but
Cain’s, from the

ground, was not
acceptable.

God, as He did with
Adam & Eve, asked
questions of Cain.



[image: image4.png]Woas it all about animal versus
a ‘fruit of the ground’ sacrifice?

« It might seem like
the real difference
between Abel's &
Cain's sacrifice was
all about what was
sacrificed.

« But Genesis 4:6-7
points to Cain’s
heart & his attitude

as the deeper issue.

* Hebrews 11:4, “By

faith Abel offered to
God a better sacrifice
than Cain, through
which he obtained
the testimony that he
was righteous, God
testifying about his
gifts, and through
faith, though he is
dead, he still speaks.”



[image: image5.png]Questions, questions, questions

* When Adam * When Cain had
had sinned, God killed Abel, God
asked Adam & asked Cain even
Eve questions. more questions.

* When Abel's * God’s questions
sacrifice was were not because
accepted & Cain’s God didn't know the
was not accepted, answer, but to draw
God asked Cain humans to consider

questions. & respond to truth.



[image: image6.png]If you had an anger problem, would
you want God to ask you about it?

¢ The ‘bottom line’ * The final step is
in most anger is a for us to recognize
perceived injustice. that every single

injustice of all time,
has either been
dealt with entirely
by Christ's death

* The first step is to
see that God, who
is both infinitely &
eternally just, is the on the cross, or by

measure of all that God's own dealing
is truly justice, or & authorities in this
is truly injustice. life, or in eternity.



[image: image7.png]Why isn't this 15t step & final step
just a ‘humanistic how to’?

¢ The spiritual facts * God carried out

that God revealed justice by having

to us in Scripture Christ take upon
say that He is a Himself the sins of
God of justice the whole world.
(Deuteronomy « Justice is at times
10:18; 33:21, fulfilled in this life, &
Psalm 33:5; for those who don't
Isaiah 61:8; believe, in eternity

Jeremiah 33:15). (Colossians 3:5,6).



[image: image8.png]Cain’s curse & his sign

« Cain's curse, as a * God gave to Cain

penalty for his sin, an awesome sign
was that the ground of some kind that
would no longer would keep others
yield the crop as from killing him.

he worked it — it « These two things,
was beyond the the curse & the sign,
curse God had caused Cain to be
given to Adam a wanderer & avoid

(thorns & thistles). a revenge killing.



[image: image9.png]OK, where did Cain get a wife?

¢ Genesis 4:17 says  * Mutations & the
that Cain had a wife, resulting inbreeding

so the question is, risks had not yet

“Where did Cain developed.

get a wife?". - Marriage between
* Genesis 5:4 says brothers & sisters

that Adam & Eve was not prohibited

“had other sons & until at least 2500

daughters”, so Cain years later, as told

married his sister. in Leviticus 18:6-18.



[image: image10.png]Technology & civilization

¢ Genesis 4:17-22
records the building
of a city, & the lyre
& pipe, of tents &
livestock, & of
bronze & iron.

It also records
Lamech, the first
man with more than

one wife (polygyny).

¢ Though Genesis
2:24 implied that
God intended
marriage of one
man & one woman,
Christ & Paul were
the 1%t voices in
Scripture to say
that monogamy
was God'’s intent.



[image: image11.png]Cultural development & progress,
but the downward cascade of sin

¢ The line of Cain
in Genesis chapter
4 laid claim to the
‘progress’ of human
civilization, & the
invention of musical
instruments, & even
of technological
prowess, but not
to spiritual life.

* While Cain had
been the 1st man to
kill another human,
Lamech killed men
for the slightest
offense to himself,
then boasted
brazenly of
his sins.



[image: image12.png]Seth was born to Adam & Eve

* Eve looked * The last sentence
upon Seth as of Genesis chapter
God's designated 4 says, “Then men
replacement for began to call upon
Abel, whom Cain the name of the
had killed. Lord.”

Looking at the use of this same term in later

chapters (12:8; 13:4; 21:33; 26:5), it indicates
calling upon the name of the Lord in prayer.




[image: image13.png]This chapter saw both
gross sin & God’s mercy

¢ Men like Cain & * But by God's mercy
Lamech did some He did not carry out
exceedingly evil retribution to these
things to other wicked men as He
human beings. most certainly could

+ God could have have done, by His
responded with infinite power & His
far more severe eternal righteousness
punishment for & justice — His great

each of them. mercy prevailed.



[image: image14.png]This chapter saw both
hope & disappointment

« Eve was the one « Ultimately, Eve was
most hopeful in greatly disappointed
this chapter, & in the life of Cain, for

indeed she credited he took the life of his
God in the birth of brother, Abel, a

both Cain & Seth. man who placed
« She seemed to his faith in God
express hope in (Hebrews 11:4).

the birth of each
of these sons.



[image: image15.png]Communication with God

* With Adam & Eve, ¢ But with the end of

& even with Cain, Genesis Chapter 4,
God seems to have & men calling upon
interacted with the name of the
human beings Lord, we see a
rather directly. transition in God'’s
+ That seems to communication,
have been God's toward revelation
usual means in the - ultimately in the

early generations. Bible - & in prayer.
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