[image: image1.png]A Genesis 6 & 7 snapshot

* Genesis chapter 6 * Chapter 7 tells

told us about the us about how Noah
widespread moral followed through on
& spiritual ‘vacuum’ God'’s instructions &
before the flood. how God preserved

- God gave Noah Noah, & the seven
awarning & also others with him, &
appointed Noah the pairs of animals,
to build an ark to up to the peak of

keep some alive. the rising flood.



[image: image2.png]Sometimes it takes
120 years just to get ready!

¢ God had given * When Noah was
Noah 120 years 600 years old God
warning, & all the sent the flood upon

details for buildir)g the earth.
the ark & preparing . First the people &

for the flood. animals entered &
* But chapter 7 is God closed the door
about loading the to the Ark — not

ark & the beginning Noah or any of the
& peak of the flood. others on the ark.
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Flood begins with 40 days of rain & the fountains of the deep breaking up
— The 40 days of rain ends
Ark lands on Mt. Ararat, waters recede
Tops of mountains appear
— Raven sent
~ Dove sent, returns

Dove sent, leaf
Dove sent last time

Noah removes
ark’s covering

Noah & the rest
leave the ark
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[image: image4.png]What a walk by faith doesn’t look like

* Genesis 5 said * Abel was killed by
twice that Enoch Cain even though
walked with God. faithful, while Enoch

« Genesis 6 said was taken without
that Noah walked dying, & Noah was
with God. given a daunting

« Hebrews 11 said task that preserved

that Abel, Enoch &  Sight people & pairs
Noah all aid what of animals, through

they did ‘by faith’. a global flood.



[image: image5.png]What a walk by faith looks like - to Him

* So a walk by faith .
may not place us
all in the same
circumstances.

« A walk by faith may
not provide for us
the same outcome,
& a walk by faith is
not a guarantee of
earthly ‘blessing’.

But what is the
same from one
person who walks
by faith to another
is what is not plainly
visible at all.

A walk by faith is
a fellowship & an
intimacy with God
that He sees.



[image: image6.png]Mercy & grace:
aspects of God’s character

* Mercy can be « Both of these are
summarized as infinite & eternal
the withholding of aspects of God's
judgment that is character revealed
justly deserved. through God's word.

* Grace can be * The flood of Noah,
summarized as the which was God’s
giving of blessing & judgment on sin,
provision that is also revealed His

undeserved. mercy & grace.



[image: image7.png]God repeatedly reveals
the riches of His mercy & His grace

* Many people « But the God of the
have mistakenly Old Testament is
concluded that exactly the same
the God of the unchanging God as
Old Testament the One revealed in
is more severe the New Testament.
or cruel than the + God warned of the
God of the New flood, appealed to

Testament, as if He people & provided
could be different. ‘a way of salvation’.



[image: image8.png]The spiritually worst actions may
not have immediate consequences

* Things were bad
enough on planet
earth (spiritually &
morally speaking)
that God gave Noah
a warning of the
coming flood.

* But consequences
didn't get “real bad”
for 120 years!

We may not see
justice immediately
in some cases,

or even in our

own lifetime.

But God will deal
with every injustice
in His time (in time,
or in His eternity).



[image: image9.png]Let God ‘measure’ our walk with Him

* We humans are
prone to judge the
outcomes from our
‘walking by faith’ in
earthly & humanly
measurable terms:

* Numbers of people
saved, total dollars
given, people in
attendance, etc.

« But though God
spoke to Noah
directly, & Noah
was a ‘preacher
of righteousness’
(2 Peter 2:20), the
number of people
who responded
favorably to Noah's
message was zero.



[image: image10.png]Noah, whose name means ‘rest’,
truly rested in what God said, &
that meant working really hard

* We have been
privileged to know
more about what
it means for us to
rest in the Lord now
than is revealed to
us about how God
worked in believers
in Noah's day, when

they walked by faith.

« But as with Paul,
our being motivated
by God's mercy &
grace, & depending
upon His provision
of ability for every
task, may look like
real hard work on the
outside (Colossians
1:28 & especially 29).



[image: image11.png]When circumstances are the worst,
God shows Himself faithful the most

¢ God is always * God'’s direction to
faithful because Noah to build the
that is who He is, ark, to preserve all
infinitely & forever. those in it, looked

+ But He shows us like sheer lunacy
His faithfulness the - for 120 years!
most at those times  « But when all outside
when the human were dying & dead,
circumstances are then God showed

at their very worst. that He was faithful.



[image: image12.png]God is the One who
made us alive & keeps us alive

¢ God is the One * God the Father is
who created Adam the One who raised
from the dust of the Christ from the
ground & who made dead & who made

him alive. us alive in Him.

* God is the One who + God is the One
kept eight people who, through Christ,
(& the animals) is right now keeping
alive on the ark, & us spiritually alive &

through the flood. is giving us His life.



[image: image13.png]









Holly Hills Bible Church – 15 Genesis series – March 9, 2008

Genesis 7:1-24 – Keep alive - page 2 of 2

