[image: image1.png]God’s covenants in Genesis

1:26-31 3:14-19 12:1-3,7;13:14-18;
2:16-16 Genesis 15:1-21;17:1-21
Hosea 6:7



[image: image2.png]What's a covenant?

¢ A covenant was  unilateral (one
a promise with a promised another)
sacred character, or bilateral (each
either because it promised the other)
was made by God . ynconditional (“]
or God was called promise no matter
as a witness to the what”) or conditional
covenant. (“l promise, as long

* A covenant could be: as...”)



[image: image3.png]Making a covenant

« In the time of the * Genesis 9:9-17

patriarchs, human (God swears by
covenants had three Himself, “I Myself
common elements: will make this

1) an oath, 2) covenant”)

swearing by a deity,
& 3) a physical
gesture or sign

* We'll see this several
times in Genesis:

Genesis 21:22-34
Genesis 24:1-9

Genesis 26:26-33
¢ Genesis 31:43-54



[image: image4.png]The time after the flood was
in some ways a fresh start

¢ In Genesis 1:28, ¢ Then in Genesis 9:1
God said of Adam we read, “And God
& Eve “God blessed blessed Noah and
them; and God said his sons and said

to them, "Be fruitful to them, "Be fruitful
and multiply, and and multiply, and
fill the earth...”. fill the earth...”

In some ways the time after the flood was a
fresh start & a new beginning, but not entirely.



[image: image5.png]The creation of Adam & Eve

“Be fruitful & multiply...”

The preservation of Noah &
his three sons & their wives

“Be fruitful & multiply...”



[image: image6.png]While there were similarities,
there were also some big changes

* While the creation
of Adam & Eve had
some similarities to
the preservation of
Noah & his sons &
their wives, there
were also some
things that were
very different.

* Death had
entered the world
when Adam sinned
(Romans 5:12), &
sin had multiplied
upon the earth,
bringing death.

¢ That reality would
bring big changes.



[image: image7.png]A change in the relationship
between mankind & the animals

¢ The animals would  « With the new

have a fear of & an ecology after the
alienation from man flood, mankind was

that was not present  permitted to eat the

before the flood animals for food,
(Genesis 9:2). but not with the
- Before the flood, blood, & apparently

man & animals were some of the animals

given plants for food ~ became carnivores
(Genesis 1:29,30) (Genesis 9:3-5).
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[image: image9.png]The institution of ‘capital punishment’

* With Genesis 9:5,6 + This requirement

we see that God was actually quite
instituted capital merciful & was
punishment: a life meant to restrain

taken meant the life evil, in that it kept
of the murderer was any person from

to be taken as well. escalating revenge
« This was because after revenge that
the image of God exceeded the initial

was in mankind. offense.



[image: image10.png]Escalating human revenge before the flood:

Genesis 4:23-24

Lamech said to his wives,

"Adah and Zillah,

Listen to my voice,

You wives of Lamech,

Give heed to my speech,

For | have killed a man for wounding me;
And a boy for striking me;

24 If Cain is avenged sevenfold,

Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."



[image: image11.png]The Noahic covenant was with
the people & even the animals

¢ God made the « In the covenant God
covenant with the Himself made a
people & with the promise.
animals as well. « God also required

¢ God made things of mankind,
a unilateral & but His promise did
unconditional not depend upon

covenant, swearing mankind.

by Himself, withthe .+ And God allowed
rainbow as a sign. eating meat.



[image: image12.png]More about that covenant

¢ God promised * God pointed to the
never to send a rainbow as a sign
flood upon the of the covenant,
whole earth again. implying that the

- God ‘swore by rainbow was a new
Himself', that is, phenomenon, likely
He Himself made resulting from the
& witnessed the climate change that
making of the took place at the

covenant. time of the flood.



[image: image13.png]Some time had passed
between Genesis 9:17 & 18

¢ The time between * Noah had also

Genesis 9:17 & planted a vineyard,
9:18 was likely which took time to
some years, even plant & become
a few decades. established.

* A new generation * This would also
had come about indicate that some
in those years, time had passed

including Canaan. since the flood.



[image: image14.png]What?! How was Noah drunk?!

* The Bible doesn't
say whether Noah
became drunk by
negligence or by
accident, but...

If it was by accident
perhaps changes in
climate & ecology
had allowed for
fermentation.

* But we are not
made aware of any
reason why Noah
would be drunk by
accident nor does
the Bible give us
any — Noah simply
appears to have
had a huge lapse
in judgment!



[image: image15.png]What had Ham done?

* Ham had not just
happened to glance
at or accidentally
view his father's
nakedness.

* There was a sinful
attitude in viewing
his father's own
nakedness, with
shame & delight.

He even wanted to
include his brothers
in the open shame.

His brothers, in
sharp contrast to
Ham's shameful
attitude, covered
their father very
discretely & most
respectfully.
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[image: image17.png]So what was Canaan’s problem?

¢ Canaan, the son ¢ Canaan would
of Ham, had been be the father of the
mentioned early in people who lived
this account (in in what was to

Genesis 9:18 & 22), become the land
& his name was not of Israel & would

mentioned as an be so morally
undeserved curse, disgusting that their
but rather as a pagan neighbors

prophecy. would be appalled!



[image: image18.png]The Canaanites

Numbers 33:51-52a, ¢ The Canaanites
"Speak to the sons of were spiritually &
Israel and say to them,  morally corrupt in
'When you cross over the extreme

the Jordan into the « These kinds of
land of Canaan, then spiritually corrupt
you shall drive out all practices are

the inhabitants of the targeted in the rest

land from before you...""  of Numbers 33:52



[image: image19.png]« Deuteronomy
12:31, "You shall
not behave thus
toward the Lord
your God, for every
abominable act
which the Lord
hates they have
done for their gods;
for they even burn
their sons and
daughters in the
fire to their gods."

The Canaanites

« Canaanite ‘religious
rituals included:

1.Child sacrifice,
some of it in fire

2.Incest
3.Bestiality
4.Homosexuality

5.Male & female
cultic prostitution
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* A major portion * The historical books
of the Mosaic Law of the Old Testament
forbade the socially record the assaults
& morally destructive  against & seductions
practices that were of the Canaanite
ingrained into the religion, to the extent
Canaanite culture that Israel had failed
(e.g., Deuteronomy to drive out the
18:12; 23:17; 33:29)  Canaanites (Judges

6:25-32; 1 Kings 3:2)



[image: image21.png]The Canaanites were
indeed made servants

¢ The Canaanites
were subjugated to
other countries at
various times (see
Genesis 14; Joshua
9:26-27; the defeat
of the Canaanites
at the battle of
Carthage in
146 BC).

But in the end the

grace & mercy of
the Lord are what

will prevail.

The New Testament
has multiple accounts
of the Lord's grace &
mercy towards the
Canaanites, &
toward us!



[image: image22.png]And yet there was mercy!

¢ The Lord did not
simply wipe out the
Canaanites when
they were evil, in
true fulfillment of
Noah'’s prophecy,
but instead God
was merciful.

* He gave them lots
of time to repent!

Genesis 15:16-21
says that “the
wickedness of the
Amorites was not
yet full.”

Then the Amorites
& several other
descendents of
Canaan were listed
by tribal name.



[image: image23.png]But Noah blessed Shem & Japheth

* Noah ended * We have the
what we now opportunity to do
call chapter 9 by the same —to deal
blessing his two with occasions of
sons who had dealt stumbling & lapse
with the less than of those who are
ideal situation close to us with
honorably, & honor, & mercy,
mercifully, & & grace.

graciously.
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