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[image: image2.png]What's a covenant?

* A covenant was * God’s covenant
a promise with a with Abraham was
sacred character, unilateral (God had
either because it made a promise to
was made by God Abraham) & it was
or God was called unconditional (God
as a witness to the promised with no
covenant. conditions - no “if’s

+ Genesis 12:1-3 is for Abraham or for

such a covenant. anyone else).



[image: image3.png]Then there’s the time factor

¢ The three previous + But the covenant

covenants (Edenic, with Abraham
Adamic, & Noahic) (known at first as
all had limitations Abram) has earthly
as to place (Eden, fulfillment, & also
or earth) & as to heavenly fulfillment.
time (such as, “while « Ang, the covenant
the earth remains”).  with Abraham has

* They were all based fulfillment in earth
on earth & in time. time, & in eternity.



[image: image4.png]Then there is the grace factor

* While one can find  « That is why, when

mercy & grace in Paul wrote about
the first three of the salvation by grace
covenants, God's through faith (& not
covenant with by the Law), he often
Abram (later called took his readers to
‘Abraham’) was God’s covenant
entirely gracious, with Abraham:

& ov’erflowing with + Romans chapter 4, &
God'’s mercy! Galatians chapter 3.



[image: image5.png]Why do we keep bringing up grace?

e Grace & Law are * Mercy is when God
each contrasting withholds one or
principles. more punishments

- Salvation is by that are deserved.
the riches of God's  « Grace is when God
grace, overflowing gives blessings,
with mercy. even though they

- But grace & mercy are not deserved.

are not exactlythe  + God graciously
same thing. blessed Abraham.



[image: image6.png]Is God... ‘piling on’?

* God not only makes <« As we proceed,

the momentous & we're going to see
great promises to several repetitions
Abraham that we & some additions

are looking at today to God's promises
in Genesis 12:1-3, to Abraham, as we
but He will repeat move into Genesis

them & then ‘pile on’ 12:7, 13:14-18,
even more gracious 15:1-21, & 17:1-21,
promises! among others.



[image: image7.png]The rest of the references to
the covenant with Abraham

¢ God promised land, <« The seed promise
seed & blessing to was given by God
Abram (Abraham). in Genesis 13:15-16;

« The land(s) promise ~ 15:5; 17:2, 5-10, 13,
was given by God in 16, 19-20; 18:1§;
Genesis 13:15, 17; 21:12; 22:17-18;
15:7-8,18;17:8;24:7; 26:3-4, 24,28:13-14;
26:3-4; 2814, 13; 32:12; 35:11-12;
35:12; 48:4; & 50:24.  46:3; & 484, 16.



[image: image8.png]The rest of the references to
the covenant with Abraham
¢ The promise of * prosperity - 13:2, 5;

blessing was given 14:22-23; 24:35;
by God in Genesis 26:12-13; 30:43;

18:18; 22:18, 19; 32:3-21)
26:4; & 28:14. . fertility - 13:16;

« ‘Blessing’ in 15:5; 22:17; 26:4;
Genesis includes 28:3, 14; 35:11

three nuances: * victory - 22:17.



[image: image9.png]Now for the sweeping statement!

* The rest of the book « The rest of the

of Genesis will be whole Bible will be
carried along with carried along with
the theme of this this theme of the
covenant with covenant with
Abraham! Abraham.

Even our gathering here this morning has

meaning & significance, on into eternity,
because of this covenant with Abraham!




[image: image10.png]Now the Lord said to Abram

* We've had a fair * As we're about to
introduction to the see, God started
Lord, but after the off making a whole
genealogy that led series of unilateral,
to Abram (later, he’s & unconditional
‘Abraham’) back in promises to Abram
Genesis 11, right (alright — Abraham),
away God is talking impacting the whole
to this guy Abram world, the future, &

(OK, Abraham). even all of eternity.



[image: image11.png]Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father's house

+ Did you notice « This ‘going forth’
all the ‘from’s in was not about
these three lines placing a law on
in verse 1?7 Abraham or making

¢ Abraham was told, this covenant other
as an imperative, than gracious, but
to go from his: about God showing

* country Abraham the land

* relatives that He was

- father's house promising.
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[image: image13.png]12:1. father's household. A man was identified in the ancient world as a
member of his father's household. When the head of the household died,
his heir assumed that title and its responsibilities. It is also identified with
ancestral lands and property.

12:1. The covenant promises. Land, family and inheritance were among
the most significant elements in ancient society. For farmers and herdsmen
land was their livelihood. For city dwellers land represented their political
identity. Descendants represented the future. Children provided for their
parents in old age and enabled the family line to extend another generation.
They gave proper burial to their parents and honored the names of their
ancestors. In some of the ancient Near Eastern cultures these were
considered essential to maintaining a comfortable existence in the afterlife.

From: The IVP Bible Background Commentary — Old Testament, 2000,
John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews & Mark W. Chavalas, pg. 43




[image: image14.png]To the land which | will show you

* Abram (later called
‘Abraham’) was
likely nice & comfy
in the advanced
civilization at Ur.

* So what God told
Abram to do was a
big disruption in his
life, & for many of
his relatives, too!

God had not shown
him this land yet,
nor did God even
have a name for
the land he was

to be shown.

Going there would
be by faith in God'’s
promise — literally
a walk by faith.



[image: image15.png]And | will make you a great nation

¢ The idea of ‘nations’ * So God promised

was introduced in that Abraham, who
Genesis chapter 10 was at this point
(sometimes that totally childless,
chapter is called the would not be the
‘Table of Nations’). _end of his line, but
* These are the roots instead would
of the great ethnic himself be the start
populations on the of a great ethnic

face of the earth. population.



[image: image16.png]And | will bless you

¢ No, God didn’t ¢ God said that He
say this because would bless Abram
Abraham was about (Abraham), which
to sneeze ©. meant, as we will

« This was the firstof  see, that he would
five times that God be blessed by God
would talk about with economic &
‘blessing’ in some spiritual prosperity,
form & direction. fertility & victory.



[image: image17.png]And make your name great

e The leaders of the * But God promised

Tower of Babel unilaterally to make
Project (Genesis Abraham’s name
11:1-9) had tried to great, by God'’s own
make a name for doing, entirely by
themselves, but grace, & not by
God’s judgment human self-effort
by the confusion or accomplishment,
of languages put & as assurance,

a stop to that. since he would

leave his family.



[image: image18.png]And so you shall be a blessing

« In the English it * Because God,
might seem like this by His grace, had
is a prophecy, but in already promised

Fhe Heb_rew itis an to bless Abraham.
imperative. « It is the same for us,
¢ Abraham is told under grace: the
that he must be imperatives given to
a blessing. Why us are because we

would God do that? have been blessed.



[image: image19.png]And | will bless those who bless you

¢ God not only « This principle
promises to bless carries on even
Abraham, but He today, & will be the
promises to bless basis for Christ’s
any (plural) who judgment of the
bless Abraham. Gentile nations at

« This also applies His 2@ Coming,
to Abraham’s which includes the
descendents. next slide, too.

Matthew 25:31-46



[image: image20.png]And the one who curses you | will curse

e The Hebrew words  « But in "l will curse”

translated “curse” the Hebrew word
are significant, & means to bring God'’s
they are not the judgment upon the
same word. one who distains or

« In “the one who reviles Abraham &
curses you”, the his descendents.
Hebrewword means ¢ How anyone treats
“to disdain” or Abraham & all of his

“to revile”. descendents matters!



[image: image21.png]And in you all the families
of the earth will be blessed.

¢ Through Abraham * From all the families

would come Christ (Genesis 18:18, “all
(Matthew 1:1-17), the nations”) of the
who would pay for earth, those who

the sins of the whole believe would be
world (1 John 2:2). spiritually blessed.

Most of the approximately 40 human

authors of God's word were descendents
of Abraham, blessing us by revelation.
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