[image: image1.png]Abram started from Ur of the Chaldeans

e Terah, Abram’s
father took the
family from the
city of Ur of the
Chaldeans, settling
in Haran: Genesis
11:31;15:7; 1
Chronicles 11:35;
Nehemiah 9:7.

They would have
moved from Ur to
Haran by caravan,
up the Tigris /
Euphrates River
valley.

Ur & Haran were in
different empires
at that time.



[image: image2.png]This is how it started: Genesis 11:31-32

Terah took Abram [later, Abraham] his son,
and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and
Sarai [later, Sarah] his daughter-in-law, his son
Abram's wife; and they went out together from
Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter the land
of Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, and
settled there. 32 The days of Terah were two
hundred and five years; and Terah died in
Haran.



[image: image3.png]Abraham was raised a pagan: Joshua 24:2

Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the
Lord, the God of Israel, 'From ancient times
your fathers lived beyond the River, namely,
Terah, the father of Abraham and the father
of Nahor, and they served other gods.

In Hebrew expression, “beyond the River”
refers to the Euphrates River (see in Ezra
chapters 4-8 & Nehemiah chapters 2-3).

But the end of Joshua 24:2 makes clear that
Abraham was brought up in rank paganism —
the usual polytheism of the day.




[image: image4.png]God was gracious & merciful to Abraham!

¢ God did not make * Mercy is when God

His promises to withholds one or
Abraham because more punishments
Abraham was such that are deserved.
a wonderful guy « Grace is when God
who always did gives blessings,
everything right! even though they

¢ God made promises  are not deserved.
to Abraham the + God showed both

pagan by grace! grace & mercy.



[image: image5.png]Haran: Home sweet home?

* Haran (also called
‘Paddan — Aram’)
would continue
to be the ‘home’
of Abraham’s
extended family.

* Isaac & Jacob
would both go back
to family in Haran to
find a wife - or two.

We will also find
that many of the
customs that will
guide the patriarchs
through the rest of
our study will be
from Haran —in

the Hurrian Empire.

They rejected the
Canaanite culture.



[image: image6.png]Stephen’s summary: Acts 7:2-5

And he said, "Hear me, brethren and fathers!
The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before
he lived in Haran, 3 and said to him, 'Leave
your country and your relatives, and come into
the land that | will show you.' 4 Then he left the
land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran.
From there, after his father died, God had him
move to this country in which you are now
living. 5 But He gave him no inheritance in it,
not even a foot of ground, and yet, even when
he had no child, He promised that He would
give it to him as a possession, and to his
descendants after him."



[image: image7.png]Hebrews 11:8

By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed
by going out to a place which he was to receive
for an inheritance; and he went out, not
knowing where he was going.



[image: image8.png]Once in Canaan...

¢ Once in Canaan, ¢ Abraham then
the Lord appeared responded by
to Abraham, & the building an altar
Lord confirmed that for sacrifice — one

this land was the of the three aspects
land God promised: of a covenant:

¢ God said, "To your  « 1) A promise, 2)
descendants | will swearing by a deity,
give this land.” & 3) a confirming

— Genesis 12:7. gesture or sacrifice.



[image: image9.png]But Abraham didn’t stay in Canaan

* A famine in that * Abraham told Sarah
land — the 1t of 3 to tell the Egyptians
that we will read that she was his
about in Genesis — sister — which was
drove Abraham to actually half true!

godownto Egypt. . When the Egyptians
* Knowing that Sarah did take her into the
was an attractive harem, they paid
woman, Abraham Abraham well with
cooked up a plot. animals & servants.



[image: image10.png]But the Lord struck Pharaoh
& his house with great plagues

¢ Once Pharaoh ¢ And now Abraham
knew that the had Sarah back - &
plagues were he had the animals
because he had & servants, too.
taken in Sarah as « God had been both
one of his harem, merciful & gracious
he questioned to Abraham: not
Abraham harshly penalizing him for
& returned Sarah his deceit nor taking

back to Abraham. material blessings.



[image: image11.png]2 Corinthians 5:7
...for we walk by faith, not by sight...

e Our walk is not e Our walk is in the
dictated by the facts that God has
views & values revealed to us.
of this world. - Our hope is also

¢ Our walk is not somewhere else,
limited to what in Someone else.
we see & hear as - Everything that
we make our way happens here is for

as pilgrims here. somewhere else.



[image: image12.png]We, like Abraham, have received & will receive
God’s mercy & grace: Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of

His great love with which He loved us, 5 even
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of

His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
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