[image: image1.png]Genesis 13 has two main themes

¢ The first theme ¢ The second theme
is Abraham’s offer is God’s repeated
to Lot to choose confirmation that
whichever portion of  the very land that
the land he wished, Abraham was then
in order for Lot & in would be given
Abraham to avoid to his descendants,
conflict between who would be great

them (1-13). in number (14-18).



[image: image2.png]Insights that we could wish
our own government understood

* Genesis 13:1-3 * If these critical
begins a series of biblical insights
events that provide were understood,
often-overlooked they would guide
insights into why our own nation
the Middle East is regarding what
the ‘powderkeg’ full should happen in
of conflicts that it the Middle East &
will be until Christ what stance the

comes again. US should take.



[image: image3.png]Genesis 13 tells what happened after
Abraham & his nephew Lot returned from Egypt

* Abraham should ¢ Abraham seems to
have trusted the have learned some
Lord to protect & very good spiritual
preserve him. lessons from his

« The events in Egypt misadventure in
could have come Egypt:
out far worse for * God is faithful & God
Abraham, but God keeps His promises.

showed Abraham .« God is rich in both
both grace & mercy.  grace & mercy.



[image: image4.png]After coming back from Egypt

« After coming back ¢ The livestock likely

from Egypt, both consisted of some
Abraham & Lot combination of oxen,
prospered greatly: sheep, donkeys &

« Abraham had a camels (listed in
great wealth in Genesis 12:16).
silver & gold, but * At least in the asset
livestock was listed category of livestock,
first as his primary Lot was also doing

asset. quite well.



[image: image5.png]Sometimes material abundance
comes with some problems

* The Canaanites * It was the limitation
had laid claim to in the remaining
portions of the land, land that was
primarily around the straining resources
Canaanite cities. & creating conflict

« To avoid conflict between Abraham’s

with the Canaanites, herdsmen & Lot’s
Abraham & Lot fed herdsmen.

& watered their own +« That brought about
livestock elsewhere. Abraham'’s offer...



[image: image6.png]“Let me make you an offer...”

¢ Realizing that God  + After giving Lot first

would be faithful to choice, Abraham
His promise, & not would take whatever
wishing to intensify land remained, & so
the conflict with his trust God to remain
nephew Lot (13:8: faithful to His great
‘brother’:), Abraham promises, so that
offered Lot the first Abraham'’s offer to
choice in what part Lot would not thwart

of the land he'd take. God’s purposes.



[image: image7.png]Right & left = all the choices

« This passage
begins a pattern
in Scripture of using
the words ‘right’ &
‘left’ to indicate all
the possible choices
of direction, or to tell
someone not to
deviate from a
given path.

¢ Though Abraham
is being merciful &
gracious, & quite
generous in his
offer, we'll soon see
that Lot’s view of
the world caused
him to make what
was likely the worst
choice of his life.



[image: image8.png]‘Lot lifted up his eyes
and saw all the valley of the Jordan’

¢ The Jordan Valley ¢ Lot saw the Jordan

is self-contained — Valley & compared
like a few places on it to what he had
the earth, it doesn’t heard of the Garden
flow to the ocean. of Eden, or to his

« At the time, the recent experience
lowest part of that with the fertile Nile
valley (now called River valley in the
‘the Dead Sea’) land of Egypt (see

was very fertile. Genesis 12; 13:10).



[image: image9.png]Lot should have seen the warning signs!

Genesis 13:10
“...this was before the Lord destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah...”
Genesis 13:13

Now the men of Sodom were wicked
exceedingly and sinners against the Lord.

Genesis 18:20

And the Lord said, "The outcry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is
exceedingly grave.”



[image: image10.png]It's all in how you look at it

¢ In Abraham & Lot « Lot, even though 2
we have shown two Peter 2:7 calls him

views of the world ‘righteous’, viewed
among believers the world with his
(Hebrews 11:8, 17, ‘earthly eyes’: “How
2 Peter 2:7): does it look to me?”
- Abraham, though he & not “What is the
certainly stumbled, spiritual impact of
was a man of faith, the choice | am

even in this offer. about to make?”.



[image: image11.png]After telling the believers in Corinth about
some of the differences between a spiritual
man (believer) & a natural man (an unbeliever),
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

And I, brethren, could not speak to you as

to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to
infants in Christ. 2 | gave you milk to drink, not
solid food; for you were not yet able to receive
it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for
you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and
are you not walking like mere men?



[image: image12.png]Lot started in tents,
but ended up in a house

¢ Genesis 13:12 says * Genesis 19:2-4 says
that Lot first moved that Lot ended up in

to Sodom in tents. a house in Sodom &
+ He did not settle he even sat at the

there initially as one  gate of Sodom,

of them, but as just which meant that

a visitor — transient he was a leader

& passing through. in the city.

Lot’s lack of discernment will cost him dearly.



[image: image13.png]The most important issues
are the spiritual ones

« It can be ‘easy’ for  « But the spiritual

believers to make questions are the
decisions in life ones worth asking:
based on what - How will |, my
looks good, or family, & others be
what seems to be spiritually impacted
the easiest path, or by this decision?

what everyone else | \nmot won't happen
seemstobedoing g ally if | do this

at the time. or don't do that?



[image: image14.png]Now that Abraham
is ‘back home’

* Once Lot made * God told Abraham
his choice, God again that this land
restated & added was the land that
to the covenant He had promised.
promises that He + Abraham was even
made with Abraham  told to walk the land
in Genesis 12:1-3,7. in all directions.

Putting ones foot on a land was the
ancient military way of claiming new land.



[image: image15.png]But that's not all!

¢ God also gave * What Scripture tells
Abraham total us is that Abraham
assurance that has many physical
his descendants descendents & also
would be as if has many spiritual
‘innumerable’. descendants.

e That is quite a * Abraham'’s spiritual
statement for a descendants even
childless man to include us — here!

hear! (Galatians 3:29).
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