[image: image1.png]These were the kings of
Mesopotamia who were in power

* Amraphel, + These four kings
king of Shinar. of Mesopotamia

« Arioch together demanded
king of' Ellasar. regular tribute from

the five kings of the
plain at the south
end of what is how
called “the Dead
Sea” (the valley of

« Tidal iddi
J Sidd Salt Sea).
king of Goiim. iddim, or Salt Sea)

¢ Chedorlaomer,

king of Elam, who
seems to have
been the leader.



[image: image2.png]There is (likely) a very strategic reason

* Why would these * Iron had not been
four kings from developed as yet,
Mesopotamia be & these kings of
so interested in Mesopotamia had
keeping a firm grip little copper in any
on these ‘cities of of their own regions.
the plain'? - So staying in power

¢ The very likely meant keeping a

answer: copper. good copper supply.



[image: image3.png]These were the kings from the
valley of Siddim who rebelled

« Bera, the king * These five arrayed
of Sodom themselves against
- Birsha, the king the four kings of
of Gomorrah Mesopotamia.

« The king of Admah  * How did they do?
« The king of Zeboiim * Well, uh, not so

« The king of Bela 9°°g- tN°|f so
(that is, Zoar) good atall...



[image: image4.png]What's in a name?

¢ One must be a bit ¢ Inafew cases God's

cautious about the word says what a
supposed meanings name means (Peleg
of many of the Old in Genesis 10:25).

Testament names, . wWe have some level
since they are most  of certainty that the

often compounded, name ‘Bera’ means
contracted, & given “in evil” & the name
without any spaces ‘Birsha’ means

between the words. ‘in wickedness'.



[image: image5.png]Everybody’s doing it!

¢ On the one hand,
we cannot make a
certain identification
of any of the kings

listed in Genesis 14.

« But on the other
hand, the general
kinds of coalitions
& local kingships
are well attested.

¢ And the names of
the kings, while not
directly connected
to specific kings,
are also well
attested in the
written records —
those names do
show up in the
literature of the day.



[image: image6.png]Rescuing Lot: Why & why not?

¢ Abraham would be  « Abraham might
motivated to rescue have been fearful

Lot because: of rescuing Lot
« Lot was a close because:
relative — family. * He was seriously
« Lot was then the outhumbered.
only potential heir e There was, & is, a
that Abraham had. tradition of revenge.

But Abraham learned that he could trust God.



[image: image7.png]The rebellion & fighting might not
have mattered to Abraham, except...

¢ Abraham’s nephew, <« And the four kings

Lot, had taken up of Mesopotamia

residence in the were headed north,

city of Sodom. on the way back to
- The four kings of their own kingdoms.

Mesopotamia had * The farther they

grabbed Lot, & all got, the harder it

of his many goods, was going to be for

along with the city’'s Abraham to rescue
food supply. Lot & his goods.



[image: image8.png]And the chase is on...

* The four kings
didn’t know they
were being pursued
by Abraham & 318
trained troops (v.14).

* Abraham also had
other allies (v.13)
in the surprise night
attack on the troops
of the four kings.

Abraham took them
on over 120 miles
to the north.

Abraham didn't
need to ‘wipe them
out’ - he just needed
to get Lot, all his
people, & his goods
back from them,
which he did.



[image: image9.png]While Abraham was on his way home

* While on his way * Melchizedek, king

home, which was of Salem & Bera,
over 120 miles to king of Sodom.
the south, Abraham .« As we will see, our
came across two friend Abraham’s
leaders who were interactions with
of a very different each of these men
character: was also of a very

different character.



[image: image10.png]With Bera, Abraham was
cautious not to be compromised

¢ Even though Bera * Abraham may also

was an incidental have been wanting
ally, as king of his to avoid anything
nephew’s city, that would create
Abraham refused an obligation to

to take anything Bera or to the city
from Bera that of Sodom at some
might compromise later point in time —
Abraham morally a further opportunity

or spiritually. for compromise.



[image: image11.png]Some relevant New Testament passages:

2 Corinthians 6:14-15

Do not be bound together with unbelievers;

for what partnership have righteousness and
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with
darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ with
Belial, or what has a believer in common with
an unbeliever?

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22

But examine everything carefully; hold fast to
that which is good; 22 abstain from every form
(footnote: appearance) of evil.



[image: image12.png]But with Melchizedek

« With Melchizedek, ¢ Abraham received

however, Abraham him as a priest of
interacted quite the Most High God,
differently: accepting both

+ Abraham accepted Melchizedek's
his offer of bread & blessing upon God
wine, plus... & upon himself.

Though Melchizedek was not a
military ally, he was a true spiritual ally.



[image: image13.png]Psalm 110:1-4

The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand
Until | make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet." 2 The Lord will stretch forth Your strong
scepter from Zion, saying, "Rule in the midst of
Your enemies." 3 Your people will volunteer
freely in the day of Your power; In holy array,
from the womb of the dawn, Your youth are to
You as the dew. 4 The Lord has sworn and will
not change His mind, "You are a priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek."

Both Hebrews 5:6 & 7:17 quote Psalm 110:4,

with discussion of Melchizedek between
— mostly in Hebrews 7:1-16.




[image: image14.png]Genesis 14:20

"And blessed be God+ Most High, Who has
delivered your enemies into your hand."
He gave him a tenth of all.

Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and+ Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ...

+ These are the same five words in the Greek
Old Testament & in the Greek New Testament.
The Ephesians 1:3 word order places ‘Blessed’
first for emphasis, similar to the way we would
use underlining or bolded fonts for emphasis.



[image: image15.png]A principle demonstrated

¢ Though we will
have dealings at
some level with
many kinds of
people, we are
wise to give full
consideration to
what we appear
to be approving,

morally & spiritually.

* We have insights

made available to
us from God's word,
as well as the many
ministries of the
Holy Spirit.

What is at stake is
our own walk with
the Lord & also our
testimony to others.



[image: image16.png]We have both
a basis for boldness
& a cause for caution

* Our boldness is « Our cause for
based on who we caution in earthly
are as believers, relationships &
as a result of who commitments is due
God is, what He to the same things
has done, is doing that give us a basis
& will do, who we for boldness.

are because of Him, . \We are sojourners

& because Heisthe  pere, with heavenly
Promise Keeper. citizenship & seating.
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